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comment about redistricting map
1 message

Lesley/Bill Rowe <clubrowe2@aol.com> Mon, Sep 27, 2021 at 9:03 AM
Reply-To: Lesley/Bill Rowe <clubrowe2@aol.com>
To: "VaRedist@dls.virginia.gov" <VaRedist@dls.virginia.gov>

Nelson County should be included in the district with Charlottesville/Albemarle.
They are a major source of employment. We use their doctors, university and college.
We shop there. Even Nelson County weather has more in common with Charlottesville/Albemarle.

PLEASE fix this.
Lesley A. Rowe

4055 River Road
Faber, VA 22938


https://www.google.com/maps/search/4055+River+Road+%0D%0A%0D%0A+Faber,+VA+22938?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/4055+River+Road+%0D%0A%0D%0A+Faber,+VA+22938?entry=gmail&source=g
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Martinsville and Danville HoD District
1 message

Brady Walker <walker.w.brady@gmail.com> Sun, Sep 26, 2021 at 8:03 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Members of the Redistricting Commission,

Currently, House of Delegates District 14 runs from eastern Pittsylvania County, including the city of Danville, to
eastern Henry County. Far too often, this area of the state is overlooked, and | fear this is happening again with the
proposed maps by both sets of consultants. Consultants should consider drawing a House of Delegates district that
includes both Martinsville and Danville.

Martinsville and Danville are connected via Route 58, share SOVA Health’s hospital system, and are the region’s
economic hubs outside of Lynchburg, Roanoke, and Greensboro, NC. Martinsville and Danville represent an area of
that state that has suffered significantly from economic and population decline since the textile and tobacco
industries became unsustainable. Now, as both cities pivot towards an economy with an emphasis on technology and
manufacturing, Martinsville faces the incredibly difficult task of reverting from an independent city to a town. Since
1995, three independent cities, including our neighbor South Boston, have reverted to towns. Though these
reversions have been successful in the long term, | feel as though it’s important to anchor Martinsville to Danville
with a single delegate, to ensure economic stability and growth going forward.

These two cities also have similar racial demographics, including a large minority population. According to statistics
provided by the US 2020 Census, Martinsville has a ‘Black alone or in combination’ population of 48.2%. Danville has
a ‘Black alone or in combination’ population of 53.4%. | was able to create an example district that was 48.91%
minority and 51.09% White. Though this does not constitute a minority-majority district, it would ensure that
minorities would be able to elect a delegate of their choosing. The Readjuster Party, a biracial coalition that formed
following the Reconstruction Era, had significant success in Virginia. Danville was able to elect a majority Black council
and hired an integrated police force due to expanded voting access from actions taken by the Readjuster Party.
Martinsville has two minority city council members while Danville has five. Historical legacy and current racial
demographics must be factors in drawing a district that gives a voice to residents of the Southside.

Finally, these two cities share similar voting patterns. | won’t go into too much detail here as it is obvious with
national polarization that urban areas tend to vote for the Democratic Party while rural areas tend to vote for the
Republican party. For the 2020 Presidential Election, Martinsville and Danville voted roughly 61% for Biden to 39% for
Trump. State and Federal elections mirror these numbers.

I am concerned by the lack of engagement from residents in this area. My fear is that as this commission scrambles to
complete its maps in the coming days, residents of Martinsville and Danville will be ignored at the expense of districts
in Hampton Roads, Richmond, and Northern Virginia. A consolidated map that is hastily submitted on a weekend and
hashed out early on a single weekday morning will not ensure fair maps for all residents.

| have attached an example of what a HoD district that includes Martinsville and Danville could look like.

Brady Walker

Dry Fork, Virginia

T AN SouthsideDistrict.PNG
{5 & 254K
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Comment on Eastern Region map
1 message

Linda Boatman <Isbpainter@gmail.com> Sat, Sep 25, 2021 at 1:04 PM

To: "varedist@dIs.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

District 36, by including Essex County with the Northern Neck peninsula, takes into account nearest medical,
judicial, airport, and other services to many NN residents. Three major highways, Hwy 17, Hwy 3, and 360 are

intersected at Warsaw and seven miles apart at Tappahannock by the 360 bridge across the Rappahannock River.

360 is the most direct route to Richmond. Essex County makes sense as part of District 36.

Without regard to party or other mitigating factors, | posted the above comment on HOD B3: All the proposed HOD
district and the Senate district maps happily cover all counties of the entire Northern Neck peninsula. Thank you for
making whole counties a first priority.

The unique nature of the Chesapeake Bay Estuary means we should especially consider the few bridges that exist in the
Tidewater area. The Highway 50 bridge and The Bay Bridge/Tunnel connect the Eastern Peninsula. Residents of the
Northern Neck and Middle Neck peninsulas generally use two major parallel routes to travel by road: Highway 3 and
Highway 17, which are separated by the Rappahannock River.

Along with the bridge across the Rappahannock at Tappahannock, which connects Richmond County to Essex County:

The Highway 3 bridge across from the White Stone area in Lancaster County to the Saluda area in Middlesex County
connects to highway 17. The 301 bridge across the northern part of the peninsulas connects to Richmond and to
Maryland via the Nice Bridge across the Potomac.

The highway 17 corridor includes Essex County and Middlesex County in the Middle Peninsula. Please include Essex
County and Middlesex County in HOD and Senate proposed districts.

Thank you very much for your very difficult work.

Sincerely,

Linda S. Boatman

Sent from Mail for Windows

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOWAbug3TNysIfNYFBJzC_ 1ry6BDmfsxSzMGCKrqLfEVRfcn/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid...
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VA Congressional District needs to redrawn
1 message

Ken Chasin <kenchasin1@gmail.com> Sat, Sep 25, 2021 at 10:52 AM
To: Virginia Redistricting Commission <varedist@dls.virginia.gov>

Virginia’s fifth congressional district is Virginia's largest U.S. congressional district with an area of 10,181.03
square miles (26,368.7 km2) and is larger in area than six US states (Vermont, New Jersey, Rhode Island,
Connecticut, Delaware, and New Hampshire). The 5th District contains counties located in the Piedmont
and Blue Ridge Region stretching vertically across the state from the Virginia-North Carolina Border going
250 miles up to Fauquier County in Northern Virginia, West of Washington DC.

The population of the district as of 2019 was 735,766. This equates to 72 residents per square mile. Its
voter distribution is 64.7% rural and 35.3% urban. This voter distribution over represents the rural vote
which almost invariably votes conservative or Republican. This congressional district must and needs to be
redrawn to reduce its square miles and result in a most equitable voter distribution among rural and urban
voters.

Ken Chasin

Mobile Phone: 508-246-6887

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOWAbug3TNysIfNYFBJzC_ 1ry6BDmfsxSzMGCKrqLfEVRfcn/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid...  1/1
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Let me tell you about my community
1 message

Ken Chasin <kenchasin1@everyactioncustom.com> Sat, Sep 25, 2021 at 10:36 AM

Reply-To: kenchasin1@gmail.com
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Commissioner All Commissioners,

Thank you for serving on the very first Virginia Redistricting Commission. One of the most important jobs in this role is to
listen to public input and consider the needs of communities of interest across the Commonwealth. To that end, I'd like to
tell you a little about my community.

I am a resident of Albemarle County which as you know is geographically part of Virginia's 5th Congressional District.

Virginia’s fifth congressional district is Virginia's largest U.S. congressional district with an area of 10,181.03 square miles
(26,368.7 km2) and is larger in area than six US states (Vermont, New Jersey, Rhode Island, Connecticut, Delaware, and
New Hampshire). The 5th District contains counties located in the Piedmont and Blue Ridge Region stretching vertically
across the state from the Virginia-North Carolina Border going 250 miles up to Fauquier County in Northern Virginia, West
of Washington DC.

The population of the district as of 2019 was 735,766. This equates to 72 residents per square mile. Its voter distribution
is 64.7% rural and 35.3% urban. This voter distribution over represents the rural vote which almost invariably votes
conservative or Republican.

This congressional district must and needs to be redrawn to reduce its square miles and result in a most equitable voter
distribution among rural and urban voters.

Sincerely,

Ken Chasin

975 Pintail Ln Charlottesville, VA 22903-9616
kenchasin1@gmail.com

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOWAbug3TNysIfNYFBJzC_ 1ry6BDmfsxSzMGCKrqLfEVRfcn/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid...
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Redistricting

1 message

Ed Taylor <joycenedtaylor@aol.com> Fri, Sep 24, 2021 at 8:57 AM
Reply-To: Ed Taylor <joycenedtaylor@aol.com>
To: "varedist@dls.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

Morning Ladies and Gentlemen: Please kick all the politicians off the committee. Their only
interest is keeping their Damn PARTY in power, not what is in the best interest of the
COMMONWEALTH and PEOPLE. Tell the politicians that they have lost my vote and other
people's votes for their actions. We the PEOPLE are slowly, but surely not voting for any
candidates who have served more than two terms. Thanks, from a disgruntled citizen and voter.
Ed Taylor

Edwin C. Taylor Jr.



TOWN OF Sheila A. Olem
MAYOR
T (703) 435-6805

VIRGINIA Mayor.Olem@herndon-va.gov

September 24, 2021

Honorable Mackenzie K. Babichenko, Co-Chair;
Honorable Greta J. Harris, Co-Chair; and
Members of the Virginia Redistricting Commission
varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Members of the Virginia Redistricting Commission:

On behalf of the current and former mayors of the Town of Herndon, an
incorporated town of consisting of 4.2 square miles, we collectively represent more than
45 years of Town leadership. This includes former mayors Thomas Davis Rust;
Richard C. Thoesen; Carol A. Bruce; Michael L. O’Reilly; Steve J. DeBenedittis; Lisa C.
Merkel; and me the current mayor, Sheila A. Olem.

We voice our objection to any proposal that would divide the Town of Herndon
into more than one voting district. Such a division would most certainly cause
significant confusion amongst our citizens and make it very difficult for our Town
government to identify, coordinate, and collaborate district constituents’ issues with our
General Assembly representatives as needs arise.

There are only three precincts in the Town of Herndon (Herndon 1, 2, 3). For as
long as we can recall, the precincts in the Town of Herndon have been the same in
House of Delegates, State Senate, and Congress, who have served our citizens well. To
have our 4.2 square mile town split between two representatives is illogical, serves no
purpose, and would be confusing to the constituents we serve as neighbors would be
served by different representatives.

We respectfully urge the Virginia Redistricting Commission to maintain the Town
of Herndon in one voting district for the Fairfax County District Supervisor and School
Board, Virginia House of Delegates, Virginia Senate, and US Congress.

Sincerely,

3

Sheila A. Olem, Mayor
Town of Herndon, Virginia

777 Lynn Street, Herndon, VA 20170-4602
herndon-va.gov


mailto:varedist@dls.virginia.gov
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Albemarle County

1 message

Virginia Daugherty <virginia@papercraft.com> Thu, Sep 23, 2021 at 6:05 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Commission members,

Please do not put Albemarle County with Augusta County. Put us with one of the counties in the Thomas Jefferson
Planning District because we have many issues in common. Getting voters with common interests into the same districts
is very important.

Thank you very much.
Virginia Daugherty
104 W High St

Charlottesville VA 22902
434-409-5069

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwN4zV8cXCdMs31kQMUCLu5lyBDeijhwOUiWda50QsMbeWP/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permt...  1/1
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Albemarle county
1 message

Pat smith <patscville@gmail.com> Thu, Sep 23, 2021 at 12:18 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

| object to Albemarle county being placed in district with Augusta. This does not even make sense. The planning district
goes east for all cooperative work.

Pat Smith
Charlottesville
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Charlottesville and Augusta County
1 message

Anne McKeithen <anne.mckeithen@gmail.com> Thu, Sep 23, 2021 at 10:05 AM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Please DO NOT lump together these two very different constituencies. They do not represent communities of interest.
There is little in common and the two don’t “mingle.” Look to the Metropolitan Charlottesville area, which does not include
Augusta, to find like counties.

Thank you for being sensitive to communities and smaller areas.
Anne McKeithen

233 E Jefferson St.
Charlottesville VA 22902
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Columbia Pike Corridor; Arlington Heights Civic Association
1 message

Kristi Sawert <ahca.ksawert@gmail.com> Thu, Sep 23, 2021 at 9:52 AM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

To whom it may concern:

| am writing on behalf of the Arlington Heights Civic Association ("AHCA"). Arlington Heights is one of Arlington's oldest
neighborhoods and home to over 1000 households, more than 50 businesses, the Columbia Pike Library, several public
schools, and houses of worship. We are a proud member of the Columbia Pike community, which is our main street, and
the South Arlington 22204 ZIP code community-at-large. The 22204 ZIP code is one of the most diverse areas in
Arlington, and is home to more than 130 nationalities, as well as the historically African-American communities of Green
Valley, Johnson’s Hill (now Arlington View), and Butler Holmes (now Penrose). We believe that our diversity and strong
sense of community--i.e., "the world in a ZIP code"--makes Arlington Heights and the Columbia Pike corridor a desirable
place to live. We strongly urge the redistricting committee to maintain the political cohesion of the Columbia Pike corridor
and the 22204 community.

Thank you,

Dr. Kristi Rupert Sawert

President, AHCA

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwN4zV8cXCdMs31kQMUCLu5lyBDeijhwOUiWda50QsMbeWP/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permt...  1/1



9/23/21, 9:15 AM Virginia Legislative Information Systems Mail - Need for improvement

o il
"“mnll VA Redistricting <varedist@dls.virginia.gov>
LEGISLATIVE MAIL

Need for improvement
1 message

Jerry Teplitz <Jerry@teplitz.com> Thu, Sep 23, 2021 at 8:58 AM
To: "varedist@dIs.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

To the Commission,
| read the story in the Virginian Pilot yesterday.

You need to create maps that are more nonpartisan than the Democratic and Republic leaning maps. That's
what the voter's wanted in passing the referendum!

Sincerely.

Jerry Teplitz

Dr. Jerry V. Teplitz dynamic, educational and entertaining keynotes
and seminars on Brain Performance Optimization have a long-term impact
on performance enhancement and productivity.

Dr. Teplitz is an attorney and has a PhD in Holistic Health Sciences.

He is an expert in Brain Performance, Neuroplasticity and Stress Management.
He is author of 9 books and has given over 1800 presentations to more

than 1 million. Participants report becoming more positive, effective,
focused, energized, and more productive.

Dr. Teplitz has earned the Certified Speaking Professional designation

from the National Speakers Association. The Canadian Society of Association
Executives has designated him an Association Excellence Speaker and the
Professional Convention Management has designated him a "Best-in-Class"
Speaker. He presents and consults on Management and Leadership Training,
Sales Development, Brain Integration and Stress Management.

Jerry Teplitz Enterprises, Inc.
1304 Woodhurst Drive

Virginia Beach, VA 23454

800 77-RELAX (800 777-3529)

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwN4zV8cXCdMs31kQMUCLu5lyBDeijhwOUiWda50QsMbeWP/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permt...  1/1


https://www.google.com/maps/search/1304+Woodhurst+Drive%0AVirginia+Beach,+VA+23454?entry=gmail&source=g
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Map 100A3 & Map 102B3 Treatment of Albemarle County

1 message

Tim Hickey <timhickeyteacher@gmail.com> Wed, Sep 22, 2021 at 6:46 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov
Commissoners,

As a citizen of Albemarle County and a candidate for the House of Delegates in 2019, | oppose the treatment of
Albemarle County proposed in Map 100A3 for the House of Delegates.

Map 100A3 certainly appears to be a partisan gerrymander in our area that flouts the ideals of compactness and
maintaining communities of interest. It attempts to keep Albemarle County splintered and dilute our voice in the political
process by needlessly dividing our county into 3 sections. First, it lumps the southern & western portions into a long
proposed district (HD76) that would stretch down to the southern border of Amherst County. Second, it carves out the
northern part of Albemarle County & attaches it with Greene & Orange Counties into a proposed district (HD74) that
would stretch all the way to the far eastern tip of Orange. Third, it stretches a Charlottesvillle District to include parts of
Albemarle to the west & north (HD75). These three oddly drawn Districts will harm our ability to participate in the
democratic process and further fracture our community.

As a candidate for the House of Delegates in the current 59th District in 2019, my firsthand experience is that the 59th is
a gross gerrymander that blatantly violates the notions of compactness and communities of interest. The proposed HD76
and HD74 in Map100A3 are certainly reminiscent of the current 59th District in this regard.

Please do not do this to our community. The treatment of Albemarle County proposed in Map 102B3 is fairer, more
sensible, and in keeping with the spirit of fair redistricting.

Thank you.

Tim Hickey

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwN4zV8cXCdMs3lkQMUCLu5lyBDeijhwOUiWda50QsMbeWP/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permt...
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The case for a more two district House of Delegates for Albemarle
1 message

Angela Lynn <angelalynn54@gmail.com> Wed, Sep 22, 2021 at 11:23 AM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov
Cc: linda perriello <lindagperriello@gmail.com>

My experience working for over 11 years on several Albemarle county boards and working for Albemarle County Public
Schools ask that you consider the two House of Delegates map drawing instead of three or more districts.

| served on the following boards and worked for the Albemarle County School District:

Department of Social Service Advisory Board

Forestal and Agricultural Districts Advisory Board

Albemarle County Conservation Easements Authority

Albemarle County Citizens Judicial Reform Advisory Committee

In addition, | ran for the House of Delegates in 2015 and again 2017 in the ridiculously gerrymandered 25th House District
that includes parts of Albemarle , Rockingham and Augusta counties

The other counties over the Blue Ridge Mountains have no where near the same population, schools and healthcare
needs as Albemarle County.

Albemarle county has not only a geographical divide but communication is hampered when you add in counties that do
not have close alliances or news outlets publications that service the the entire district.

Rural counties are not the same .

We have a completely different view of how we plan to serve the Albemarle population than Augusta or Rockingham has
had yet we were lumped in with a representative who lived far from our county and did not share our collective needs or
future projections.

Communication as a representative to should be in a very shared working and living environment.

Communication with all these constituents in the past was very poor and egregious because of our stark differences.
The result is no representation.

It is imperative that Albemarle County be given more representation than considered just another rural community paired
with a far off rural community connected by an arbitrary line.

Our rural areas have many conservation easements, wineries, wedding venues and equestrian facilities that are unlike
agricultural facilities in neighboring counties.

These present unique representativeness.

We have a major university population and hospital staff and facilities that have been growing along with a robust
Department of Defense employees who have added to our growing need for housing and services.

We are looking forward to having House of Delegates representatives who live in the Albemarle, unlike two
representatives in the past county and who understand our unique shared views in serving our growing population and
our constant stewardship of the lands and water.

As a former candidate sent over the mountains to speak with constituents from Augusta and Rockingham counties that
were connected to our sliver of Albemarle,| may as well have been from Northern Virginia despite my work in Agricultural
and Forestal land management at the most affluent of three counties.

Most voters may know where the other counties are but hardly share the problems and concerns that are unique to those
counties.

Political, social and economic development is extremely different in the surrounding counties of Albemarle, even if the
farm communities exist.

It is not going to be a good pairing with a community that has so many miles and views so far apart that they may not and
can not serve the other without compromising the fact they are very different.

That is why two representatives who reside in Albemarle county is best for representation for the House of Delegates.
Respectfully

Angela Lynn

Sent from my iPhone
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A map for your consideration.
1 message

Michael Tabony <miketabony@yahoo.com> Tue, Sep 21, 2021 at 8:19 AM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

To whomever it applies,

I am Michael Loga Tabony, a resident of Virginia living in area code 24553, Gladstone, VA, and have submitted the
Congressional District Map linked to below for the commission’s consideration. | attempted to retain communities of
interest and equal population numbers but did not look at political or racial data while drawing. IMHO, we should all
endeavor to FIRST be Americans and once we start considering other parameters we move away from that goal.
Please see:

www.districtr.org/plan/48525

Thank you,

Mike Tabony

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwN4zV8cXCdMs31kQMUCLu5lyBDeijhwOUiWda50QsMbeWP/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permt...  1/1
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The Final Draw
1 message

Angela Lynn <angelalynn54@gmail.com> Mon, Sep 20, 2021 at 3:37 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Redistricting Committee Members

Back in 2015 | ran for the House of Delegate with ending Gerrymandering as part of my platform. | was advised to drop
the gerrymandering issue because few voters knew about it or understood it and besides it had been a political tool that
wasn’t going to go away.

| worked for 1Va2021 as a public speaker educating the public and advocated for a nonpartisan independent commission
so we could bring trust and confidence back to our electoral process.

So here you are now holding the map drawing tools to be as nonpartisan and independent of political or power brokers
as possible.

| applaud your efforts and feel that the last lap maybe the finish of many years of work for a good outcome. That
outcome can be nothing short of having delivered the most unbiased , nonpartisan expert finish.

We ask that the final maps give certain considerations to the populations that have been robbed of a voice and a fair vote
of the cities in the Western part of the Commonwealth and not be swayed by your own political views but keep in mind
we are capable of handing over the final draw to the most unbiased professional vote and leave the dust of broken
promises and half truths in the past by keeping politics bridled by delivering the product the people voted for in fair,
compact and contiguous political districts.

If possible forget the district has a political leaning today and that may change tomorrow.

We ask your diligence to bring a map that doesn’t look at the scoreboard but the blindness of a just outcome with the
most unbiased source.

You are almost there.

Thank you

Angela Lynn
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Alexandria HOD districts 1&2 (map A3) and 4&5 (map B3)

1 message

Giselle Caruso <fgcaruso@outlook.com> Sun, Sep 19, 2021 at 8:36 PM
To: "varedist@dIs.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

RE: Alexandria HOD districts 1&2 (map A3) and 4&5 (map B3): | am attaching a plan (PDF) I drew using MyDistricting
through the VRC website. It is an alternative plan for Alexandria that includes 12,097 people from Arlington County rather
than from Fairfax County. Delegates and senators represent residents and the local governments within their districts. As
| have commented before, | am concerned that a delegate who represents Alexandria along with just a few precincts in
Fairfax County will have to spend a disproportionate amount of time on Fairfax County issues due to Fairfax County’s size
and the complexity of the issues the County is facing.

Thank you for your work on the Virginia Redistricting Commission.

Giselle Caruso

Alexandria, VA

ﬂ Alexandria-Arlington-HOD_2021-09-19.pdf
723K

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwN4zV8cXCdMs31kQMUCLu5lyBDeijhwOUiWda50QsMbeWP/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permt...  1/1
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Va SENATE districts

1 message

Richard Mr Zimermann <richardzimermann@verizon.net> Sat, Sep 18, 2021 at 8:15 AM

To: "varedist@dIs.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>
Commission:

SENATE DISTRICTS, must not arbitrarily atomize Virginia localities with the most people merely because they
are densely settled.

- In previous redistricting, several slices of densely populated areas were dispersed into voiceless district-
minorities surrounding their city under the apology that ‘only one’ locality was carved up ‘to respect local
boundaries’. At the same time, 400 year-old remnant places with only a few hundreds were counted as
‘respected boundaries’ of places instead an urban government peopled in the thousands.

- CENTER each senate district on dense settlement ‘hubs’ first, then add sparser populations to avoid ‘rotten
boroughs’, the previous senate districts of urban settlement made into a district-minorities in an urban-majority

state.

Sincerely, Richard G. Zimermann, Jr,, 1226 Brookside Landing, Chesapeake VA 23320, cell: 703-946-7543.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwN4zV8cXCdMs3lkQMUCLu5lyBDeijhwOUiWda50QsMbeWP/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permt...
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https://www.google.com/maps/search/1226+Brookside+Landing,+Chesapeake+VA+23320?entry=gmail&source=g
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Suggestions regarding districts 6, 14, and 15 on A2 NOVA HOD map

1 message

Jason Morgan <jvmorgan@gmail.com> Fri, Sep 17, 2021 at 2:45 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov
Commissioners,

Please consider the suggested changes to district 6, 14, and 15, as presented on the A2 NOVA HOD map (number 61).
The suggestions are available at https://virginiaredistricting.org/legdistricting/comments/plan/99/1.

The purpose of these suggestions is to keep the Tysons Urban Center in one district without compromising the viability of
the other proposed districts. | believe that the boundaries I've suggested meet these goals and are even more natural and
conforming to the goals of redistricting (particularly with respect to respecting communities of interest) than the A2 NOVA
HOD map.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

--Jason V. Morgan

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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https://virginiaredistricting.org/legdistricting/comments/plan/99/1
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Comment on Redistricting
1 message

Praveen Meyyan <praveen.meyyan@gmail.com> Thu, Sep 16, 2021 at 8:58 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov
Dear Redistricting Committee,
As a resident of South Arlington, | think the area south of Route 50 should be kept together as a community of interest.
For a long time county officials, state government and local residents have used Route 50 as a natural line for
delineation as the areas south of Route 50 have historically been home to many of Arlington's communities of color.
Perhaps this could change in the far future but for now, it best serves the interest of this community to have a district that
is united both north and south of Columbia Pike with the Pike being the main artery and business center of the district.
Thank you for your time.

Respectfully,
Praveen Meyyan

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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Tysons Urban Center precinct/census block map available for reference
1 message

Jason Morgan <jvmorgan@gmail.com> Thu, Sep 16, 2021 at 4:33 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov
Commissioners,

Using the citizen redistricting tool, | put together a map of the precincts and census blocks that | believe best encompass
the constituents of the Tysons Urban Center. To the extent practicable, | would suggest keeping these citizens together in
the same house, senate, and congressional districts, rather than splitting them up among multiple districts.

https://virginiaredistricting.org/legdistricting/comments/plan/98/1

Furthermore, | want to commend counsel for agreeing to the memorandum "Directions to Mapdrawers on Political
Subdivisions, Political Neutrality, and Communities of Interest." Adopting these instructions seems to be a smart way to
take the Virginia Redistricting process in the right direction in terms of ensuring that voters are choosing their elected
leaders rather than elected leaders choosing their voters.

Although | doubt that these instructions were intended to be binding on citizen redistricting participants, | can confirm that,

to the best of my knowledge, this map complies with the Commission's directions to map drawers (i.e., | believe this map

avoids unnecessary divisions of existing political subdivisions, | did not consider political data, including election results or

incumbent addresses, while drawing this map, and | sought to use the broad definition of "community of interest" set forth
in the Virginia Code).

Thank you for your time and consideration, and for the work you are doing.

--Jason V. Morgan

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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https://virginiaredistricting.org/legdistricting/comments/plan/98/1

Mark D. Sickles

September 15, 2021

Virginia Redistricting Commission
Department of Legislative Services
Pocahontas Building

900 E Main Street

Richmond, VA 23219

Dear Commissioners:

Thank you for taking on a very difficult task and for considering input from various
points of view. | write to seek the preservation of the Franconia/Kingstowne part of Lee District
in the same delegate district. One initial plan released for Fairfax County would divide the heart
of a district | have represented for almost 18 years. | fully understand that my boundary
preferences should not be your consideration but | think the following input is valuable
regarding the geography and existing communities of interest. | assure you that | share your
objective to keep communities together to the maximum extent practicable consistent with the
Voting Rights Act and to end the partisan-advantage abuses that have occurred over the
decades.

To be clear about what | say below, | will likely run for re-election in a new district that
contains all or part of Greater Franconia. | realize that in doing your job, you will necessarily
deny some voters the ability to vote for incumbents they would rather have represent them.
While that cannot be avoided, it can be reduced by fixing obviously partisan gerrymandered
districts but not otherwise upsetting communities that have been happily drawn together.
(Why is the North Arlington border sacrosanct when it is impossible for any visitor to even know
they have passed into Fairfax County? For the churchgoers in this affluent area of Northern
Virginia, worshipers often cross the county boundary, both ways, to attend the Episcopal Church
of their choice!) While your product should not continue partisan excesses of the past decade,
your handiwork is important to constituents as well as to future constituents who currently like
their representatives. Therefore, | urge you to think in terms of correcting partisan
gerrymandering (cracking and packing) and avoid making change for change’s sake.

A second point to consider: legislatures are organized by seniority. That fact does not
change with more sensical districts in someone’s estimation. If a voter is now served by a senior
member, the Commission’s actions on this new plan determines whether the senior member is
taken from a voter and the voter’s community. In the case of a “new 43rd,” one map includes
five precincts sliced off the district of the longest serving woman in General Assembly history,
and, combined with other unnecessary changes, would, as a practical matter, end her service.




That was not a hoped for result of voters at the polls last November. Her constituents want to
send her back as Chair of the Finance Committee overseeing tax policy for the Commonwealth.
Why do this? It looks like change for change’s sake.

In 2011, the previously roundish 43rd Delegate District was re-drafted into an even
more Democratic-leaning district in elongated form extending deeper into Lorton and the Mt.
Vernon magisterial district. The 43rd received 25 percent new voters despite growing at the
Commonwealth’s growth rate—i.e., considered in isolation, no boundary changes were
necessary. Even with 25 percent new, however, the heart of the district remained in Greater
Franconia/Kingstowne, and mostly in the Lee magisterial district. Greater Franconia has been in
the 43rd district since it was created by the new single-member districts drawn in the early
1980s. Until, possibly, now.

Lee District is made of up three larger “communities of interest” plus a very large HOA
Kingstowne having 5,400 homes. The three parts:

‘First, Central Springfield, Mostly West of I-95 and all in 22150,
Second, Greater Franconia including the large Kingstowne HOA and,
Third, the Richmond Highway Corridor

While one draft plan largely keeps Greater Franconia and Kingstowne together, the
other plan splits Greater Franconia and the Edison HS pyramid by carving out Bush Hill,
Clermont, Rose Hill, Virginia Hills, Cameron, Mt Eagle, and Huntington precincts. Huntington,
where | live, has a North Kings Highway/Richmond Highway orientation, but Huntington area
students go to Edison HS in the heart of Franconia. Further, by splitting off Rose Hill, the current
43rd district also loses one of the four Kingstowne HOA precincts. Please do not divide these
Greater Franconia communities from Van Dorn, Lane, Island Creek, Franconia, Kingstowne, and
Villages, for no meaningful reason while dismembering the district of Virginia’s most senior
woman legislator in doing so.

In another draft, as noted above, map drawers decided to make the North Arlington
County line THE sacrosanct boundary. Hence, the “new 48" population distribution pushes the
adjoining districts south through the County, and then through Alexandria City. The 45™ loses
Arlington’s Shirlington area. And by losing Arlington, the 45% is moved further south into
Huntington (instead of Belle View). None of these unnecessary changes makes these districts
any more or less competitive from a partisan or minority influence point of view. It is simply
change. But at least Arlington is not connected to Fairfax in the North!

| want to note that nothing | have said here should be interpreted as wanting the
Commission to jettison ANY of the current 43rd District. | have enjoyed working for citizens in
South Lorton for these last 10 years, for example, and would be personally happy if the
Commission changed nothing. But incumbents should not be drawing their own districts. Best



of luck to you as you try to solve this Rubik’s cube and thank you for keeping communities of

interest together to the maximum extent practicable in concert with your important obligations
under the Voting Rights Act.

On behalf of citizens and constituents in the middle of Lee District, Greater Franconia,
and the Kingstowne HOA, please keep this community of interest together in the “new 43rd.”

With respect and best wishes,

Mark D. Sickles
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comment regarding redistricting - falls church city
1 message

patricia aburano <paburano6@gmail.com> Wed, Sep 15, 2021 at 1:34 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

| am a resident of Falls Church City, and submit this comment for the commission’s consideration.

| believe that if the current district boundaries are going to be changed, that it would be better if falls church is joined with
merrifield, instead of with arlington. Falls church and merrifield are similar in size, demographics, and have similar recent
histories of development. It would have more of a natural “flow” and feeling of community.

thank you.

patricia aburano

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Scottsville Town Limits in Districting
1 message

mlawless@scottsville.org <mlawless@scottsville.org> Wed, Sep 15, 2021 at 11:44 AM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Good morning,

Thank for all your hard work in the difficult process of redistricting. | see in Graham Moomaw’s coverage of the
Commission work, that county/city/town boundaries were discussed today, in the context of communities of interest.

Let me please share a note on behalf of the Town of Scottsville, where | serve as town administrator. Our town
boundaries straddle the county line of Albemarle and Fluvanna, with some residents in both counties. This is unfortunate
given the state senate boundaries, in particular. In a town of only 600 residents, not everyone has the same
representatives.

Please be aware of the several towns in similar situations, and keep these geographic quirks as part of the complex work
of the commission.

Respectfully,

Matt Lawless

Scottsville Town Administrator
Office: 434-286-9267

Web, Facebook, Twitter

zoning jpeg 2021.JPG
92K

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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https://www.scottsville.org/
https://www.facebook.com/scottsvilletown/
https://twitter.com/ScottsvilleTown
https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0wp6s9RCAi8CBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ui=2&ik=91c2b2cca8&view=att&th=17bea2152a793a03&attid=0.1&disp=inline&safe=1&zw
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Competing definitions of compactness
1 message

Pete Costigan <ph.costigan@hotmail.com> Wed, Sep 15, 2021 at 11:30 AM
To: "district20@senate.virginia.gov" <district20@senate.virginia.gov>, "mbabichenko@dls.virginia.gov"
<mbabichenko@dls.virginia.gov>, "gharris@dls.virginia.gov" <gharris@dls.virginia.gov>, "jabrenio@dls.virginia.gov"
<jabrenio@dlIs.virginia.gov>, "jfeliciano@dlIs.virginia.gov" <jfeliciano@dls.virginia.gov>, "rharrell@dIs.virginia.gov"
<rharrell@dls.virginia.gov>, "bhutchins@dls.virginia.gov" <bhutchins@dls.virginia.gov>, "skumar@dls.virginia.gov"
<skumar@dls.virginia.gov>, "vtrost-thornton@dls.virginia.gov" <vtrost-thornton@dls.virginia.gov>,
"delmsimon@house.virginia.gov" <delmsimon@house.virginia.gov>, "delransoneredistricting@house.virginia.gov"
<delransoneredistricting@house.virginia.gov>, "deldmcquinn@house.virginia.gov" <deldmcquinn@house.virginia.gov>,
"redistricting@ryanmcdougle.com" <redistricting@ryanmcdougle.com>, "district02@senate.virginia.gov"
<district02@senate.virginia.gov>, "senatorbarker@gmail.com" <senatorbarker@gmail.com>,
"deladamsredistricting@house.virginia.gov" <deladamsredistricting@house.virginia.gov>

Cc: "mlamb@dls.virginia.gov" <mlamb@dls.virginia.gov>, "varedist@dIs.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>, Pete
Costigan <ph.costigan@hotmail.com>

Commissioners;

Below are the public comments | made at your 9-15 meeting. The second part of those comments
address the "competing" definitions of compactness referenced in legal counsel's legal primer on

the VRA. Is it possible that legal counsel will be able to address the question on those definitions
that | pose below? Thanks Pete Costigan

Comments to Redistricting Commission, 9-15-21
Good morning,
My name is Pete Costigan and | live in Ruckersville, Va. in Greene County

This morning I'd like to make one suggestion regarding the district maps presented for the
Commission’s consideration. I'd also like to pose one question regarding the “compactness”
section of legal counsel’s memo entitled the Voting Rights Act Legal Primer which the Commission

and legal counsel discussed during the Sept 13th meeting.

My one suggestion regarding draft district maps to be presented at the Sept 20t meeting is that
they include state roads. Public comment to date on communities of interest suggests that state
roads often serve — or could and should serve - as boundaries for such communities. Having
those roads designated on the draft maps would be helpful both to the Commission and the public
as they review the draft maps. The inclusion of state roads on the draft maps might also help
citizen propose their own ideas for a community of interest in a given district. Finally, since the
maps being considered will be of the entire Commonwealth rather than regions, | assume the map
drawers will have the ability to zoom in on any district under discussion.

Now to my question regarding the definition of compactness. The compactness section of legal
counsel’s 11-page Primer on the Voting Rights Act begins at the top of page six an ends midway
through page seven. | found this section quite informative and thought provoking - in particular, the
second full paragraph on page six which begins, “For some time, there have been two competing
definitions of compactness.” That paragraph goes on to define a district's compactness as its
shape on the map. The smoother a district’s border and the more its shape resembles a square or
a circle rather than a spider or a string bean, the more it’s likely to be deemed compact by those
who espouse this definition.

The next paragraph defines compactness in more functional terms. Those who espouse this
definition want legislators to be able to explain the boundaries of their districts in simple, common-

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/2
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sense terms. The memo goes on to say that, under this functional definition, the question is not
whether the district is aesthetically pleasing when viewed on a map, but whether it makes sense to
the person on the street.

In my view both definitions make sense and both support the objective of fair maps. However, |
return to the sentence | quoted a minute ago: “For some time, there have been two competing
definitions of compactness.” I'm possibly too hung up on the authors’ use of the adjective
“‘competing” in this sentence but that word does make me question if each definition’s adherents —
and especially the courts — see those definitions as mutually exclusive? In other words, compact
maps can reflect one definition or the other but not both. | hope legal counsel can assure us all that
these definitions need not be mutually exclusive in practice. In fact, | hope the map drawers, the
Commissioners and citizens who submit and react to draft maps will see evidence of both
definitions of compactness in the maps of all of Virginia’s districts.

As always, | thank the Commission and DLS for the efforts you continue to make in your difficult
and historic task. Pete Costigan

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 2/2
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Let me tell you about my community
1 message

Priscilla Godfrey <godfreyblueridge@everyactioncustom.com> Tue, Sep 14, 2021 at 4:27 PM
Reply-To: godfreyblueridge@gmail.com
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Commissioner All Commissioners,

Thank you for serving on the very first Virginia Redistricting Commission. One of the most important jobs in this role is to
listen to public input and consider the needs of communities of interest across the Commonwealth. To that end, I'd like to
tell you a little about my community.

I live in the far western part of Loudoun County. The farms/homes are located on larger lots ten miles from grocery
stores, etc. What bonds our community is interest in preserving the acreage here for farming. Loudoun County is losing
land to development at an alarming rate. Because of the low number of people in residence here we are often districted
with suburban communities to the east. As Loudoun County grows, we will continue to be districted with more densely
populated communities. Thank you again for this herculean task ahead of you; you make us all proud serving as the very
first commission!

Priscilla Godfrey
LWV Loudoun County

Sincerely,

Ms. Priscilla Godfrey

38395 Snickersville Tpke Purcellville, VA 20132-5023
godfreyblueridge@gmail.com

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Elly Tucker <ellytucker@gmail.com> Tue, Sep 14, 2021 at 12:51 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Hello,

I am drawing maps with RedistrictR.
Here is a map that may work...
https://districtr.org/plan/46621
The deviation is .79%

Thank you.
Elly Tucker

On Sat, Sep 11, 2021 at 8:20 AM Elly Tucker <ellytucker@gmail.com> wrote:
[Quoted text hidden]
[Quoted text hidden]
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Proposed changes to the Freedom Hill and Kilmer precincts in A2 NOVA SD (09-08-
2021)

1 message

Jason Morgan <jvmorgan@gmail.com> Mon, Sep 13, 2021 at 10:23 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov
Commissioners,
| decided to try out the "Citizens Redistricting" tool. Wow, it is really neat to be able to dig in and try going through the
redistricting process. This is a difficult task and | thank you for your effort and dedication. | hope that you are seeing other

Virginians try out this useful (and educational) tool so that they better understand and can better contribute to the
redistricting process.

In trying out this tool, | decided to see how Freedom Hill and Kilmer could be adjusted in the A2 NOVA SD (09-08-2021)
map (#40) to better reflect the nuanced communities of interest in this region. In particular, | wanted to see how to avoid
splitting the Tysons Urban Center community while also avoiding the splitting of communities of interest near (but not in)
the Tysons Urban Center).

My best attempt to draw these improved boundaries is available at https://virginiaredistricting.org/
legdistricting/comments/plan/88/1.

To the extent the A2 NOVA SD line of proposals, or Senator Barker's proposal, affects the final senate districts in Fairfax
County, | hope that this proposed modification to the border can be incorporated into the final set of approved districts.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

--Jason V. Morgan

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...

7


https://virginiaredistricting.org/legdistricting/comments/plan/88/1

9/13/2021 Virginia Legislative Information Systems Mail - Professor Chambers - Legal Analysis of Virginia Redistricting

o il
"“mnll VA Redistricting <varedist@dls.virginia.gov>

LEGISLATIVE MAIL

Professor Chambers - Legal Analysis of Virginia Redistricting
1 message

Chambers, Hank <hchamber@richmond.edu> Mon, Sep 13, 2021 at 2:57 PM

To: "varedist@dIs.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>, "mbabichenko@dls.virginia.gov"
<mbabichenko@dls.virginia.gov>, "gharris@dls.virginia.gov" <gharris@dls.virginia.gov>, "jabrenio@dls.virginia.gov"
<jabrenio@dlIs.virginia.gov>, "jfeliciano@dIs.virginia.gov" <jfeliciano@dls.virginia.gov>, "redistricting@ryanmcdougle.com”
<redistricting@ryanmcdougle.com>, "rharrell@dls.virginia.gov" <rharrell@dls.virginia.gov>,
"deldmcquinn@house.virginia.gov" <deldmcquinn@house.virginia.gov>, "bhutchins@dls.virginia.gov"
<bhutchins@dls.virginia.gov>, "district20@senate.virginia.gov" <district20@senate.virginia.gov>, "skumar@dls.virginia.gov"
<skumar@dls.virginia.gov>, "delransoneredistricting@house.virginia.gov" <delransoneredistricting@house.virginia.gov>,
"vtrost-thornton@dls.virginia.gov" <vtrost-thornton@dls.virginia.gov>, "delmsimon@house.virginia.gov"
<delmsimon@house.virginia.gov>, "deladamsredistricting@house.virginia.gov" <deladamsredistricting@house.virginia.gov>,
"senatorbarker@gmail.com" <senatorbarker@gmail.com>, "district02@senate.virginia.gov" <district02@senate.virginia.gov>

Dear Virginia Redistricting Commission Members —
From 2011-2013, | served as a special assistant attorney general for Virginia for redistricting matters.

Today (September 13), you heard strong presentations regarding the legal strictures of redistricting. In the two attached
articles which have been published in the last year — “Readying Virginia for Redistricting After a Decade of Election Law
Upheaval” and “The Fight over the Virginia Redistricting Commission” — | provide a history and analysis of the legal
requirements of redistricting in Virginia. The articles may help answer some of the questions you asked counsel today. |
hope the articles are helpful when you analyze the maps you will soon begin to consider.

Of course, | am happy to talk with any commissioners or the commission as a whole.
-HLC

Henry L. Chambers, Jr.

Austin E. Owen Research Scholar and Professor of Law
University of Richmond School of Law

203 Richmond Way

Richmond, Va. 23173

(804) 289-8199

hchamber@richmond.edu

2 attachments

ﬂ Chambers, The Fight Over the Virginia Redistricting Commission, 24 RICH. PUB. INT. L. REV 81.pdf
598K
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254K

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 2/2


https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0wp6s9RCAi8CBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ui=2&ik=91c2b2cca8&view=att&th=17be08581bfb4721&attid=0.2&disp=attd&safe=1&zw

9/13/2021 Virginia Legislative Information Systems Mail - Feedback on proposed maps

o il
""mnl] VA Redistricting <varedist@dls.virginia.gov>
LEGISLATIVE MAIL

Feedback on proposed maps
1 message

Andrew Ludwig <luddie@everyactioncustom.com> Mon, Sep 13, 2021 at 2:54 PM
Reply-To: luddie@gmail.com
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Commissioner All Commissioners,

I would like to provide feedback on the following proposed map: B2NOVA HOD.

First off, | think round districts generated by a computer algorithm would be optimal.

Barring that, map B2 NOVA HOD has the suspicious inclusion/exclusion of the Arlington Heights neighborhood -- north of

Columbia Pike, but included with everything in the South Arlington district 3 (rather than #2). This feels like
gerrymandering. Is there a good reason to include this 'economically disadvantaged' section with the the South Arlington

district?

Please consider setting a precedent for the country by creating (mostly) round districts, rather than arbitrary street (or
class) divisions.

Thank you,
Sincerely,
Andrew Ludwig

3349 Ardley Ct Falls Church, VA 22041-2601
luddie@gmail.com
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Public Comment regarding criteria for drawing congressional districts
1 message

Jim Call <jcall4472@gmail.com> Mon, Sep 13, 2021 at 2:02 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

| want to call your attention to an almost “difficult to believe” criteria in the commission guidance for population equality in
drawing congressional districts. Hopefully it is a typo, but regardless, it urgently needs to be addressed.

The 2021 Redistricting Guidelines and Criteria state the following under 1-d:

"d. Commission guidance:

i. Each legislative district should be drawn to be as equal as practicable, with total population variances minimized, with a target of no more than plus or minus
2%, while considering the other principles listed below.

ii. Each congressional district shall be drawn with a total population of plus or minus one person from the ideal district size. (emphasis added)"

I hope you meant to say one “percent”, not one “person”. If not, this criteria would would require the commission to split precincts and actually choose
individual households in drawing congressional boundaries. It would certainly wreck havoc with keeping counties and communities of interest together.

I hope this is helpful feedback. Good luck with your important work.
Jim Call

611 E. Alexandria Ave.
Alexandria, VA 22301
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Input on Arlington redistricting maps
1 message

Takis Karantonis <takis.p.karantonis@gmail.com> Mon, Sep 13, 2021 at 9:28 AM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Members of the Virginia Redistricting Commission,

| am providing comments to the published preliminary redistricting maps for the Columbia Pike (R244) corridor in
Arlington, Virginia (Zip-code 22204). | do this as a resident and active community member in this corridor since 2006
and as the former Executive Director of the Columbia Pike Revitalization Organization (www.columbiapike.org) from
2009-2016.

The published preliminary maps show Columbia Pike as the dividing boundary between a northern and a southern
future district. Such division ignores the fact that Columbia Pike is, in reality, the historic and current central axis of
Arlington’s most culturally, socially and economically diverse community, the geographic extend of which is mostly
congruent with ZIP code 22204. This community has all the characteristics of a “Community of Interest” as defined
by Virginia Code and therefore it is important that it is included in one voting district and not divided in two or three
as currently proposed.

Columbia Pike is Arlington’s oldest main street (chartered by Congress in 1810). With its surrounding neighborhoods
it forms a major South Arlington corridor. The arrival of a new federal workforce during the New Deal era and the
construction of the Pentagon in 1941 were catalysts for vigorous urban growth along both sides of the Pike.
Significant “Garden Apartment” complexes (a typical legacy multifamily housing type in Arlington) were constructed
on both sides of the arterial street along with the corresponding neighborhood commercial areas. Still today,
Columbia Pike ranks among the 2 or 3 highest ridership bus-transit corridors in the Commonwealth. The combination
of available and affordable workforce housing, good transit, schools and other services attracted immigrant
communities that began to arrive in the region. Columbia Pike soon became what the Brookings foundation described
as “World in a Zip-Code”, Northern Virginia’s most diverse, multicultural neighborhood.

There are more than 85 languages spoken in Elementary Schools along Columbia Pike. Among others, we have vibrant
Latinx, Ethiopian, Mongolian and Middle-Eastern communities rooted on both sides of the Pike. Dividing them
politically will be detrimental to their community cohesion.

The unique Columbia Pike Documentary Project has been documenting these communities for 25 years. There is a
current photographic exhibit at the Virginia Library in Richmond, documenting our community along the Pike.

Arlington County has planned Columbia Pike always as one district, especially since the late 1990s when the
County Board adopted the “Columbia Pike Initiative” with the goal of revitalizing the corridor. As a citizen and, later,
as the Executive Director of the Columbia Pike Revitalization Organization | was deeply involved with the
multiyear community-lead planning efforts. In 2012, the Columbia Pike Neighborhoods Plan received the
Benjamin Banneker Award for Outstanding_Social Commitment and Community. As a member of the
Committee that co-authored this plan | firmly believe that the proposed political division will be detrimental to the
revitalization efforts of our community.

On Columbia Pike, we are one, very tightly knit set of neighborhoods. We face significant common challenges. We are
much more diverse and less wealthy than Arlington neighborhoods north of Arlington Blvd (R50). We have
experienced disinvestment and lagged economically behind the rest of the County. We are the last in line to see
investment in schools, public infrastructure, facilities and services. Columbia Pike is still the largest repository of
affordable housing in Arlington and home to a disproportionately high share of moderate and low-income residents.

The existence of long-standing community-institutions like the Pike-Presidents-Group (which is the standing
conference of all Civic Association Presidents along the Pike) and the Columbia Pike Revitalization Organization is a
testimony to the fact that we have to stand and advocate for our community interests as one community.

We should be therefore represented as ONE district in the General Assembly.
Thank you in advance for your consideration.

With kind regards,

Takis Karantonis
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Current Delegates and Senators Addresses Should Not Be Considered in Drawing of
Maps

1 message

Charlie Thomas <chasthos1@verizon.net> Mon, Sep 13, 2021 at 8:40 AM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Cc: mbabichenko@dls.virginia.gov, gharris@dls.virginia.gov, jabrenio@dls.virginia.gov, jfeliciano@dls.virginia.gov,
rharrell@dls.virginia.gov, bhutchins@dls.virginia.gov, skumar@dls.virginia.gov, vtrost-thornton@dls.virginia.gov

Hello,

My name is Charles Thomas and | live in Arlington, Virginia. It has come to my attention that the commission may
consider where delegates and senators are living in the drawing of maps. This should not be permitted and would
politicize and corrupt the redrawing process. It will also undermine voters’ trust in the new Virginia Redistricting
Commission.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Charles Thomas

4728 7th Road North
Arlington, VA 22203
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1 message

Chris DeRosa <chris.lwv.222@gmail.com> Sun, Sep 12, 2021 at 11:15 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov
Cc: mbabichenko@dls.virginia.gov, gharris@dls.virginia.gov, deldmcquinn@house.virginia.gov, skumar@dlIs.virginia.gov,
rharrell@dls.virginia.gov, jabrenio@dls.virginia.gov, jfeliciano@dls.virginia.gov, bhutchins@dls.virginia.gov,

district02@senate.virginia.gov, senatorbarker@gmail.com, redistricting@ryanmcdougle.com, delmsimon@house.virginia.gov,

deladamsredistricting@house.virginia.gov, delransoneredistricting@house.virginia.gov, vtrost-thornton@dls.virginia.gov,
district20@senate.virginia.gov

Greetings, members of the Virginia Redistricting Commission and DLS staff!

Once again, thank you for all of your dedicated efforts to bring #Fair Maps to reality to all Virginians, and for the
opportunities you are providing to Virginians to participate in the process.

I spoke before you in person, in Richmond, on August 23rd - my remarks, on behalf of the League of Women Voters of
Virginia, are attached here so that they might be included in the compendium of comments that will be gathered and
organized by the Communications team. It is also for the benefit of the newest members of this Commission. My remarks
are also copied below.

Thank you!

Chris DeRosa (she, her)

Co-Coordinator, LWV-VA Redistricting Committee
chris.lwv.222@gmail.com

571-422-6605

Remarks to the Virginia Redistricting Commission
8/23/21
Richmond, VA

Good morning.
I’'m Chris DeRosa. This morning | am here, representing the League of Women Voters of Virginia, including
our President, Deb Wake, and over 2200 members of the League.

We have worked hard for #Fair maps for many, many years, including helping to pass the Constitutional
Amendment in November. Our position is that we want and need fair maps for the benefit of the voters of
Virginia. Virginians want to elect representatives of their choice.

The biggest improvement in the process, we believe, is transparency — we are watching and listening to all
your discussions and votes with great interest. Pouring sunshine into the process is important. We ask you
to be wary of going around FOIA and transparency by allowing any decisions to be made behind closed
doors.

Also, we fully support the establishment of other criteria for maps, especially the respect for Communities
of Interest(COl) and the rights of ethnic, racial, and language minorities “to elect representatives of their
choice”.

Although we would have preferred a nonpartisan, all-citizen commission, we are hopeful that all of you on
this commission, being balanced and bipartisan, will work for the benefit of all Virginians.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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We hope that you are listening to the voices of the people. We hope that you are reading all of the
comments — nearly 400 written comments submitted by email, over 125 in the newest portal, (more than
3/4 of those submitted in the past 10 days). League members have read all comments and note that a few
threads have been woven throughout the meetings and hearings. We've heard loudly and clearly that
people want their communities kept together rather than split into 2 or more districts unnecessarily.
Reunite them into one cohesive community.

Secondly, another thread is that not one person who has submitted testimony has advised the
Commissioners to begin with existing maps. Virginians do not want this to happen. Thank you to those of
you who put aside partisanship today with your vote.

These messages are from the people of Virginia. Hear their voices. Do what’s right for the people, not
what’s right for the Ds or the Rs, not what’s right for partisan interests. What's fair for the people, not for
politicians.

You are concerned with “landing this plane” and maps getting approval from members of the General
Assembly. You might land the plane, but if the politicians are in the pilot seats and the cabin door is locked,
you may not have the approval of the voters sitting in the passenger cabin. We hope that you will keep this
in mind: draw maps that the residents of this Commonwealth will approve. You should work for us. And
The League is here to work alongside with you.

-D Chris comments to VRC on behalf of LWVVA 08.23.21.pdf
415K
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Remarks to the Virginia Redistricting Commission
8/23/21
Richmond, VA

Good morning.
I’'m Chris DeRosa. This morning | am here, representing the League of Women Voters of Virginia,
including our President, Deb Wake, and over 2200 members of the League.

We have worked hard for #Fair maps for many, many years, including helping to pass the
Constitutional Amendment in November. Our position is that we want and need fair maps for the
benefit of the voters of Virginia. Virginians want to elect representatives of their choice.

The biggest improvement in the process, we believe, is transparency — we are watching and listening
to all your discussions and votes with great interest. Pouring sunshine into the process is important.

We ask you to be wary of going around FOIA and transparency by allowing any decisions to be made

behind closed doors.

Also, we fully support the establishment of other criteria for maps, especially the respect for
Communities of Interest(COIl) and the rights of ethnic, racial, and language minorities “to elect
representatives of their choice”.

Although we would have preferred a nonpartisan, all-citizen commission, we are hopeful that all of you
on this commission, being balanced and bipartisan, will work for the benefit of all Virginians.

We hope that you are listening to the voices of the people. We hope that you are reading all of the
comments — nearly 400 written comments submitted by email, over 125 in the newest portal, (more
than 3/4 of those submitted in the past 10 days). League members have read all comments and note
that a few threads have been woven throughout the meetings and hearings. We’ve heard loudly and
clearly that people want their communities kept together rather than split into 2 or more districts
unnecessarily. Reunite them into one cohesive community.

Secondly, another thread is that not one person who has submitted testimony has advised the
Commissioners to begin with existing maps. Virginians do not want this to happen. Thank you to those
of you who put aside partisanship today with your vote.

These messages are from the people of Virginia. Hear their voices. Do what’s right for the people, not
what’s right for the Ds or the Rs, not what’s right for partisan interests. What's fair for the people, not
for politicians.

You are concerned with “landing this plane” and maps getting approval from members of the General
Assembly. You might land the plane, but if the politicians are in the pilot seats and the cabin door is
locked, you may not have the approval of the voters sitting in the passenger cabin. We hope that you
will keep this in mind: draw maps that the residents of this Commonwealth will approve. You should
work for us. And The League is here to work alongside with you.
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Feedback on proposed maps
1 message

Bret Leslie <bretleslie@everyactioncustom.com> Sun, Sep 12, 2021 at 7:49 PM

Reply-To: bretleslie@aol.com
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Commissioner All Commissioners,
| would like to provide feedback on the following proposed map: B2 NOVA HOD.

Overall the map has districts that have an overall higher deviation from the target than A2 NOVA HOD and bring together
disparate communities (i.e., break apart existing communities). For example District 10, would be a predominantly
stretched in a north/south direction and encompass large areas south of Interstate-66, which has been and will be a
barrier for communities. In contrast, the A2 NOVA HOD District 14 keeps is elongated east west which is more consistent
with neighborhoods north of I-66 and more consistent with the the Difficult Run watershed.

Sincerely,

Dr. Bret Leslie

9929 Woodrow St Vienna, VA 22181-3137
bretleslie@aol.com
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Public comment 9/13
1 message

PAUL BERRY <pberry@ccbellerose.com> Sun, Sep 12, 2021 at 6:24 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

The maps that have been reviewed thus far by both the Republican and Democratic consultants demonstrate a serious
risk to the Latino community in the Commonwealth. In the strongest possible terms, | encourage the commission to alter
any final result to bring greater equity to bear.

Specifically, the current maps draw the only two elected Latinos *in the entire Commonwealth* out of their districts. While
some may argue that doing so still creates majority-minority Latino districts, there is *no guarantee* that Latinos will win in
those districts. Indeed, it is more likely that they will not: Latinos are a historically disenfranchised voting group with nearly
*zero* presence at any level of civil service in state government, the lowest voter turnout rates, and the highest poverty
rates in the Commonwealth.

If the VRC approves maps that make it difficult for the only two legislators in Virginia's history who are Latino to compete
in elections there would be a significant disadvantage to the Latino community in the Commonwealth that now numbers
over 850,000 or 10.5% of the population. The seniority these two legislators have represents the only political currency of
any kind in the General Assembly and it is unthinkable that good governance and equal representation would benefit if
they were forced to compete under the maps as currently drawn.

Furthermore, this may be a legal issue. If adopted as the consultants drew them, it could (and likely will) be argued that
the maps are creating multiple Voting Rights Act violations. Several state and national Latino organizations are discussing
legal strategies to that effect and will be commenting publicly to the VRC in the coming days and weeks. As Chair of the
Virginia Latino Advisory Board | ask that you not interpret this as anecdote; there are serious conversations taking place
that will emerge as legal challenges if greater attention is not given to retaining what little representative power Latinos
have in Virginia.

Paul Daniel Berry

Principal
Contra Costa Bellerose
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Feedback on Map Drawing Process
1 message

Bill Millhouser <bmillhouser2010@cox.net> Sun, Sep 12, 2021 at 2:52 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Commissioners,

Thank you all for your hard work on this complex task and for the opportunity to participate

I am in general agreement with the changes to the map development and review schedule posted by the co-chairs Harris
and Babichenko on the VRC website this weekend. | am, however, concerned about several issues.

First, fewer than 24 hours before Monday’s Commission meeting, no materials have been provided to the public which
explain the “additional specifics to current guidance” to the map drawers being considered. Thus the public is not able to
review these materials and provide meaningful public comment prior to the meeting. The Commission is not fulfilling the
promise of providing a transparent process when it fails to provide relevant information to the public, particularly regarding
agenda items for Commission meetings.

Second, while it may be helpful to provide more guidance to the map drawers, a more significant issue remains, that
being how to reconcile the two sets of maps drawn by the Democratic and Republican teams. As can be seen by
reviewing the A2 and B2 NOVA maps, each team has taken a completely different approach to drawing the maps in the
counties beyond Fairfax. These differences cannot be resolved easily by making adjustments to one or the other map.
Also, Citizens | talked with are completely confused as to why there are A and B maps and two versions of each, as the
website has no explanation of the various maps. This problem will become much worse if you proceed with drawing two
set of statewide maps for each chamber. | therefore urge you to direct the map drawing teams to work together and
produce a single draft statewide map for each chamber. Only in this way will the Commission and the public have a
single starting point to review the draft maps.

Third, the website needs to be updated to provide a schedule of key events and milestones in addition to just the list of
meeting and hearing dates now provided. This issue was discussed at the last Commission meeting where it was noted
that the website contains only a list of upcoming meetings and hearings, but no indication of when the Commission
intends to submit maps to the Legislature. | urge the Co-chairs to outline the schedule of events and milestones for the
next four weeks at Monday’s meeting and direct the staff to update the website to provide the public with a more complete
schedule.

Sincerely,

Bill Millhouser

Fairfax County

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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ReDist Comments -public integrity & incumbent participation
1 message

Peter Evans <riverswork@yahoo.com> Sun, Sep 12, 2021 at 2:25 PM
Reply-To: Peter Evans <phe@riverswork.com>
To: "varedist@dls.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

Thank you for the opportunity to add comments for your consideration and for
the official record. I'm impressed that your mapping consultants are off to a
good start, and the Commission Co-Chairs are effectively leading the
deliberations.

I hope you can assure that the same sorting capabilities that are developed for
the Commission's use in locating & organizing official comments will also be
available for the public to use as well.

Second, adding “tags” later for the sorting/organization of comments is a bad
idea, one that may be extremely confusing, if they wouldn't be applicable to all
comments, including those submitted earlier. Give your Staff time to propose
the "tags,” these aren't the critical path milestone yet. Clearly, some tags could
include several related topics (e.g., comments that reference incumbents and
those that refer to gerrymandering.

Third, I applaud your attention to the Commission deliberations and hope that
you will overtly avoid using your cell phones during the Commission's mapping
deliberations because, otherwise, it could easily appear to The Public that you
are getting secret instructions from unidentified advocates by phone in the
middle of the meeting. The apparent integrity of this Commission deliberation
will set an historical standard for future Commissions to meet/exceed, and I
urge you to set the highest standard possible.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/2
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Finally, and most important, I am grateful for the comments offered by
Delegates Simon and Barker concerning the implications that the “start from
scratch” approach may have for incumbent legislators. I can understand and
appreciate their concerns, and I'm very grateful for their speaking out about
the interests of the legislators who will be asked to approve the maps
recommended by the Commission, but T object to those incumbent concerns
being considered in the Commission's mapping efforts.

My prayer is that you Commissioners, every one of you, are wise enough to
understand and accept that protecting incumbents, even the very best, is not an
appropriate consideration for the Commission in serving the interests of We
the People. There are a few flaws in the new Constitutional amendment that
you are working to implement, but nothing will diminish the apparent integrity

of this new approach as much as any appearance that outside influencers might
have a role in your recommendations to the General Assembly.

Thank you, again, for your dedication to the Commonwealth of Virginia.
Sincerely,

Peter Evans, 505 N Ivy St, Arlington VA 22201

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 2/2
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1 message

DONNA BARTH <donna.don@comcast.net> Sun, Sep 12, 2021 at 11:30 AM

To: "VaRedist@dIs.virginia.gov" <VaRedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

| feel everyone can agree that the Virginia Redistricting Commission Constitutional Amendment
was retified by the public t o assure the districts were fair to all, be NON-PARTISAN with no

gerrymandering and the districts were to be drawn so NO legislator would gain the upper hand with

the new maps.

| understand the map drawers have already been selected, one selected by the Republicans and
one selected by the Democrats and have started their work.

In order to make sure the maps are non-partisan (as we all voted on) someone must act to
coordinate/rectify the differences in the maps. Moon Duchin is that person. She is non-partisan
and has refused to be hired by either political party. She has impeccable credentials and has a
history of working as a non-partisan party to draw other states' district lines.

In order to fulfill the intent of the Constitutional Amendment, someone must be the
coordinator/rectifier and Moon Duchin is that person, thus | am requesting she be hired
immediately.

Thanks you
Don Barth

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAI8 CBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMloPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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Feedback on proposed maps
1 message

James Mast <jandbmast@everyactioncustom.com> Sat, Sep 11, 2021 at 8:53 PM
Reply-To: jandbmast@aol.com
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Commissioner All Commissioners,

| would like to provide feedback on the following proposed map:B2 NOVA 22. As drawn the western quarter of this district
is misaligned - we gravitate toward Manassas, not Woodbridge wrt transportation, shopping, dining, church,
entertainment, etc. We have little if anything to do with the Lake Ridge/Woodbridge/Potomac Mills area.

Sincerely,

Mr James Mast

6107 River Forest Dr Manassas, VA 20112-3046
jandbmast@aol.com

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Withdrawal from providing virtual public comments on 9/13 + written comments
1 message

Jason Morgan <jvmorgan@gmail.com> Sat, Sep 11, 2021 at 8:45 AM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov
Members of the Virginia Redistricting Commission,

| submitted a request to provide virtual public comments on September 13. Unfortunately, because public comments are
taken at the end of the meeting, rather than at the beginning, and because | have scheduling conflicts later that afternoon,
I must withdraw my request to provide such comments.

Instead, | would like to share my thoughts in writing.

First, | am optimistic about this process. | have looked at the initial proposals and they all seem to show that there is a
good faith effort taking place to come up with districts that are fair, that meet the constitutional requirements for Virginia
legislative districts, and that would ensure that the Virginia General Assembly is a legitimate representative lawmaking
body rather than something engineered to be a partisan organ carrying only the fagade of democracy. Please make sure
that you continue to act in good faith and that you carry out your duty successfully. I'm sure none of you want this
commission to fail and for the Supreme Court of Virginia to have to step in, which would lead to more uncertainty and less
transparency.

Second, | want to draw attention to a small, but meaningful bit of seemingly arbitrary border drawing evident in the current
Virginia Senate districts (map 22), the A-line of proposed Senate districts (maps 36 and 62), and Senator Barker's
proposal for Senate districts (map 60). The border | find upsetting is evident in, for example, map 62, just south of Tysons
between districts 6 and 4 in the area between Chain Bridge Road, Leesburg Pike, and 1-495.

In this region, district 6 extends down rather arbitrarily, cutting through neighborhoods with no apparent reasoning. | have
been trying to make sense of this particular border and the best | can come up with is that it may have been influenced by
an old (early 2000's) census designation for Tyson's Corner. If so, then this border is based on an obsolete understanding
of these neighborhoods and it needs to be revised in future proposals to ensure that close-knit communities of interest
are not arbitrarily split.

At this point, | can think of two reasonable options for borders in this region. One option would be to follow the borders
shown on map 1 (page 2) of the 2017 Edition of the Comprehensive Plan for the Tysons Corner Urban

Center. https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/tysons/sites/tysons/files/assets/documents/pdf/comprehensive
plan/fc_comp_plan2017ed_tysons_amended04_04 2017.pdf. This would be a good option as keeping the Tysons Corner
Urban Center together as a community of interest makes a lot of sense.

The second option would be to extend the border of district 6 in this region to go all the way out to Chain Bridge Road,
Leesburg Pike, and 1-495. This is not as ideal as following the borders for the Tysons Corner Urban Center. But it would
seem to be less arbitrary than what is evident in the current and proposed maps identified above.

| really do appreciate the time and effort that is going into the redistricting process. And | appreciate that the public has a
meaningful opportunity to participate in this process, including identifying potential communities of interest, questioning
unusual borders, and challenging potentially outdated assumptions.

Thank you all for your hard work. | look forward to seeing this process as it continues to unfold.

--Jason V. Morgan

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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2 maps for COI for Charlottesville Area
1 message

Elly Tucker <ellytucker@gmail.com>
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Hello,

Sat, Sep 11, 2021 at 8:20 AM

I would like to submit 2 maps for your consideration for the Charlottesville Community of Interest. Each of these is within

the 2% deviation that we are looking for.
Thank you for the work of the Commission.
Elly Tucker

Elly Tucker

Certified Artistry BeMoved® Instructor
111 Reynard Dr.

Charlottesville VA 22901

phone: 434-293-3500
fax: 434-979-1800
www.BeMovedDance.com

2 attachments

678K

535K

map congress 8-10.jpg

Map congress2 8-10.jpg

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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https://www.google.com/maps/search/111+Reynard+Dr.+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0Charlottesville+VA%C2%A0+22901?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/111+Reynard+Dr.+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0Charlottesville+VA%C2%A0+22901?entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.bemoved-dance.com/
https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0wp6s9RCAi8CBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ui=2&ik=91c2b2cca8&view=att&th=17bd4cd9208a709b&attid=0.1&disp=inline&realattid=f_ktfrayy30&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0wp6s9RCAi8CBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ui=2&ik=91c2b2cca8&view=att&th=17bd4cd9208a709b&attid=0.2&disp=inline&realattid=f_ktfrayyc1&safe=1&zw

From: Elly Tucker
9/11/2021

Charlottesville and Albemarle County has a combined population of 156,000. 76% white. 24% non-white.
Our largest employers are UVA, UVA Health Systems, State Farm Insurance, Federal and local government
and tourism. Many people come to our area to retire, thus Lake Monticello is part of our community of
interest. Charlottesville has more in common with Louisa, Orange and Culpeper than we do with southside
Virginia. We have even more in common with Rockingham, Harrisonburg and Augusta, Staunton and
Waynesboro that are NOT currently in our district than we do with Brunswick, Lunenburg, Mecklenburg or
Manassas that ARE in our district. We would like to see districts drawn with fresh maps, make sure the
districts are contiguous, compact, communities of interest kept together, and to keep competitiveness
while reducing partisanship.



re extreme! X

X | W COVID-19 vaccines a

x @) (1) Facebook

@ Districtr

X | 4 CHARLOTTESVILLE - TARA THAI X

ting - YouTube

X | 3 VA Redistric

0 Google Calendar - Event details

Mp3

ed... m Inbox [1/203] - ACA... BeMoved Dance Vir.. @ youtube to

Instpdf g AllSides | Balanc

Groomer

5]

n. @ 30 minute seder

rted From IE @ Making Music Dra.. gk 10 Ways music be

MARYLAND

Populatio

Baltimore

v Popul

apolis

)
E
20
=

VIRGINIA

2

b
{é’?}‘r,y

Rl
e

A £7a
i > B

@
m

=
=g

Ik

4,

Q o %
sy ~ &
-Fv\ T § 3
5 b g Eo - 8
{n i - 8 &
e o 5 &

. R

=

)| ttg1813.mp3




SNUSIH [
Ndod "X¥YW

INDISSYNN

0T0zZ =5 ()
Indod
onendog

0a3y
/ 0anNn

1715 H3SvH3
VR |

44

0.40gsua3a.15)

.
sijodeuuy

-
aloweq

an W e
41y 1284
cc_mr_.__rE
« EIydiapeyiyd
A. ) 3 L
cdpy o3 agminod @ aip 2dueq pRAopRg v - [£02/1] xoqu E paocueleg | sapig)|y “. jpdisujsswooin @ sepas U Qs @ uag asnw sfep 0L vﬁ.

X =Ssawwing ) GuWsIpy e | X 3y Inoqy Iy - 3beg 3woy sse | X O 3L ayp|giglaposidy @ | X amy- sRwwiyds pneq, 46 | X joogades|susqoy 1N @) €)X

eI 1SN

sy @

SN'Wo0zZ'ga
WOO0Z - 33pualy

x LWD0Z - 33pU31Y 15¢



9/10/2021 Virginia Legislative Information Systems Mail - Apportion SD senate districts in ‘Nesting’ congressional district CDs

o il
"“mnll VA Redistricting <varedist@dls.virginia.gov>

LEGISLATIVE MAIL

Apportion SD senate districts in ‘Nesting’ congressional district CDs
1 message

Richard Mr Zimermann <richardzimermann@verizon.net> Fri, Sep 10, 2021 at 1:24 AM

To: VA Redistricting <varedistrictingcommission@dls.virginia.gov>
Cc: Jeremy Lazarus <mauryand19th@yahoo.com>

The nested DD delegate districts in each congressional district CD can be apportioned in a nearly
‘nested’ fashion into SD senate districts.

In ten (10) apportioning steps allocating previously nested DD delegate districts within each
congressional district CD, two-and-a-half (2.5) DDs can be drawn for each SD senate district (with the
only exception the first small CD with ten small DDs which is insufficient to populate four small SDs
alone).

Recall from the previous post: an average congressional district = 9 average DDs + 1 average DD = 10 DDs (=2.5 + 2.5 + 2.5
+2.5 DDs) = 4 average SDs

Assume A:

The 15%-drawn CD in Northern Virginia should have a small population (average-2%=760,480 ) uniquely with 10 smallest DDs
(ave.-2%=76,048). When one average DD is apportioned from the 2"d_drawn CD in NOVA, the total population of those unique
11 DDs equals the minimum population for 4.04 small SDs, leaving an additional margin beyond the nesting scheme range in
population (4% v. 5% by law) for district boundary smoothing to four compact SDs of 209,135+ each in this unique SD
districting case statewide.

Note: The delegate district apportionment is a mechanical procedure unrelated to naming them. Thus, the “inside-the-
beltway” congressional district to be VA-08, and the two adjacent congressional districts, one CD north of US-50 to be
VA-10, and one CD south of US-50 to be VA-11, so as to maintain their current numbering orientation, allowing for the
19th century’s “Fighting Ninth” southwestern congressional district to be given VA-09, its traditional number that has
been assigned there uninterrupted in previous redistricting.

Assume B:

Each congressional district chosen in sequence is adjacent to the previously apportioned congressional district.

Assume C:

The population hub(s) in each congressional district have their largest portion(s) in senate districts that do NOT straddle two

or more congressional districts; only the lower density ‘spoke’ localities will be drawn into a ‘straddling’ senate district, while

NO delegate district will straddle two or more congressional districts.

- Step #1. The small 15 CD mapped for SDs: VA-08 = 10 small DDs + 1 ave. DD (CD: 2"4) = 4 SDs (SD: 15¢, 2d, 3rd 4thy,
- Step #2. Next 9 DDs (CD: 2"4) + 1 DD (CD: 3"%) = 10 DDs = 4 SDs (SD: 5, 6th, 7th gth); (9.1=g)

- Step #3. Next 8 DDs (CD 3'%) + 2 DD (CD: 4"%) = 10 DDs = 4 SDs (SD: 92, 10th, 11th, 12th); (9-2=7)

- Step #4. Next 7 DDs (CD 4 + 3 DD (CD 5% = 10 DDs = 4 SDs (SD: 131, 14th, 15th, 16th); (9-3=6)

- Step #5. Next 6 DDs (CD 5™) + 4 DDs (CD 6) = 10 DDs = 4 SDs (SD: 17, 18th, 19th, 20th); (9-4=5)

- Step #6. Next 5 DDs (CD 67) + 5 DDs (CD 7t") = 10 DDs = 4 SDs (SD: 21th, 22th 23th 24th); (9.5-4)

- Step #7. Next 4 DDs (CD 7™) + 6 DDs (CD 8™) = 10 DDs = 4 SDs (SD: 25, 26th, 27th, 28th); (9-6=3)

- Step #8. Next 3 DDs (CD 8™) + 7 DDs (CD 9P) = 10 DDs = 4 SDs (SD: 29th, 30th, 31th, 32th); (9-7=2)

- Step #9. Next 2 DDs (CD 9™) + 8 DDs (CD 10™) = 10 DDs =4 SDs (SD: 33th, 34th, 35th 36ty (9.8=1)

- Step #10. Next 1 DDs (CD 10t} + 9 DDs (CD 11*") = 10 DDs = 4 SDs (SD: 37th, 38th, 39th, 40th); (9-9=0, there are no [zero]
DDs unaccounted for in the apportionment into ‘nested’ SDs.)

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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Sincerely,
Richard G. Zimermann, Jr.
1226 Brookside Landing

Chesapeake VA 23320
cell: 703-946-7543

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 2/2
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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
HOUSE OF DELEGATES

RICHMOND
C. TODD GILBERT COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:
POST OFFICE BOX 309 FINANCE
WOODSTOCK, VIRGINIA 22664 AGRICULTURE, CHESAPEAKE &
NATURAL RESOURCES
REPUBLICAN LEADER RULES

September 9, 2021

VIA EMAIL
Dear Commissioners:

| have been observing the meetings of the Virginia Redistricting Commission and the release of the partial
redistricting maps prepared by the map drawers. To date, these partial redistricting maps have been
released on the day of or the day before the actual meetings, which restricts the ability of the public and
others to review them and prepare comments and input for the Commission to consider. Were the
Commission to vote now on these partial maps, it would do so without having given the public a
meaningful opportunity to comment.

In addition, voting on subparts of the map necessarily distorts the process of drawing an entire map. Each
partial map of course impacts the partial map adjacent to it, and it is impossible to intelligibly approve or
reject a partial map without seeing it in context. Moreover, the redistricting criteria approved by the
General Assembly includes criteria that require reviewing the map as a whole. When reviewing a partial
map it is impossible, for example, to determine compliance with criteria #8, which states that “A map of
districts shall not, when considered on a statewide basis, unduly favor or disfavor any political party.”
Again, the public cannot review a map’s compliance without having the entire map before it and the
apparent imminent action of the Commission to vote on these maps in this manner lacks both
transparency and the opportunity to view a viable, legal map taken as a whole.

Therefore, on behalf of the House Republican Caucus, | request that the Commission not approve or
adopt any partial map or partial maps.

Sincerely,

C. Todd Gilbert
House Republican Leader

DISTRICT: (540) 459-7550 + RICHMOND: (804) 698-1015 « EMAIL: deltgilbert@house.virginia.gov
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"Nesting Scheme" redistricting, cont. CALCULATIONS

1 message

Richard Mr Zimermann <richardzimermann@verizon.net> Thu, Sep 9, 2021 at 6:07 AM
To: "varedist@dIs.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>
Cc: Richard Zimermann <richardzimermann@verizon.net>, Jeremy Lazarus <mauryand19th@yahoo.com>

“Nesting Scheme” Statewide population calculations for redistricting.
Virginia = 11 CDs =100 DDs = 40 SDs

Virginia population = 8.536 million =

11 CDs = smallest 760,480 to largest 791,520 (calculate: ave. 776,000 ea, +/- 2%* range) =

100 DDs = smallest 76,048 to largest 79,152 (calculate: ave. 85,360 ea with a +/- 2%* range) =

40 SDs = = smallest 209,135 to largest 217,665 (calculate: ave. 213,400 ea with a +/- 2%* range).

On average, in each "nesting scheme" CD there will be 9.1 DDs.
It turns out, that _99 of 100 DDs can be nested with _10 CDs comprised of 9 DDs each,
and only 1 small CD =10 small DDs
(see calculations graphed below).

Assumption: Northern Virginia will have the largest population growth over the 2020 - 2030
decade, so of the eleven congressional districts, one CD in Northern Virginia should have the
smallest 2020 census congressional district with 10 of the smallest delegate districts.

Every 1 CD + 1 DD = 10 DDs = 4 SDs (except 1 smallest CD = 10 smallest DDs, see bold above)

calculation graphed:

"nesting scheme" redistricting |=1CD
( 1 congressional district -------------=--=--=------- ) = 9DDS
I
(2DDs + 1DD +2DDs+ 2DDs + 1DD + 1DD) =9DDs

- I
(2 DDs) + (0.5 DD + 0.5 DD) + 2 DDs + (2 DDs) + (0.5 DD + 0.5 DD) + (1 DD) + (1DD) = 10 DDs

|
( 1SD  )+( 1SD )+(  1SD  )+( 1SD )= 4SDs

Sincerely,

Richard G. Zimermann, Jr.
1226 Brookside Landing
Chesapeake VA 23320
cell: 703-946-7543

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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four general guidelines

Richard Mr Zimermann <richardzimermann@verizon.net> Wed, Sep 8, 2021 at 8:03 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

I. Four (4) redistricting guides as provided by law and good public policy:

- GUIDE #1: Draw districts compact and contiguous.

- GUIDE #2: Draw districts “equal” in population, where

‘equal” is by law_a range of 5%, or smallest (average — 2.5%) to largest (average + 2.5%)

* in the DRAFT “Nesting Scheme” examples, use a range of +/- 2.0% : smallest CD = 760,480 & smallest DD = 76,048.

- GUIDE #3: Draw districts by “communities of interest”: by policy aggregate “communities of interest” by how the
citizens reside in elementary PK-5 school zones, whether those “communities of interest” are found by aggregating like
cultural & social, commercial & economic, or geographic & historical settlement population characteristics.

- GUIDE #4: Draw districts to clarify and unify neighborhood communities represented in each district: (a) respect
locality boundaries wherever possible and (b) nest smaller districts within larger, so that

(i) most neighborhoods attending the same PK-5 schools are within the same delegate, state senate & congressional
district.

(if) most living in the densest settlements are within the same delegate, state senate & congressional district, and

(ii) most residents in their neighborhoods within the largest population localities, reside within the same nested delegate,
state senate, and congressional district, even when the very largest localities must be apportioned to draw districts of
equal populations.

Il. Assumption for applying redistricting guidelines: In a democratic republic, the voting people in their in their political
communities are themselves a “community of interest”,

- NOT as self-interested organizations for self-serving partisan interests,

- but AS NEIGHBORS in a common social contract that they enter into by geographic proximity within districts that are:

(i) contiguous (as resolved by the1842 Jacksonian Democrats in Congress),
(i) in compact (as resolved by the 1872 Lincoln-Republicans in Congress), and

(iii) of equal population (as resolved by the 1911 Progressives in Congress [in a coalition of Teddy Roosevelt-Republicans &
Grover Cleveland-Democrats]).

lll. Using the “Nesting Schema” as proposed, all delegate districts will be nested entirely within a congressional district (9
per district for 10 districts, the smallest CD with 10 smallest DDs). That will leave generally only 1-2 delegate districts in
each congressional district apportioned into a senate district straddling two adjacent congressional districts.

- HOWEVER, those delegate districts in senate districts within two congressional districts will intentionally be drawn within
the same economic-residential SMA (Standard Metropolitan Area) in each case, so as to provide a continuous economic,
commercial and commuting “community of interest” for those residing in neighborhoods of the same PK-5 school zones
whenever the “straddling” senate district is drawn.

Sincerely,

Richard G. Zimermann, Jr.
1226 Brookside Landing
Chesapeake VA 23320
cell: 703-946-7543

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAI8CBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMloPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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Reject Incumbent Protection
1 message

Jack Houston <jackhouston2012@gmail.com> Wed, Sep 8, 2021 at 6:58 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov
Commissioners,

| was and still am a supporter of this commission. Additionally, the draft maps put forward this week are encouraging.
However, it's extremely upsetting that a member of the commission would state his opposition to maps that place him in a
different district. This is NOT what Virginians voted for. These maps should be politically neutral and focus entirely on
what benefits Virginia’s voters, not politicians. | can assure you that if the corrupt practice of incumbent protection is
employed, the voters will remember this during the next election.

Please do what you were placed on this commission to do and prioritize Virginians over any partisan preferences or your
own incumbency,
Jack Houston

Virus-free. www.avg.com

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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Reston as a Community of Interest
1 message

PAUL BERRY <pberry@ccbellerose.com> Wed, Sep 8, 2021 at 3:08 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov
Good afternoon,
Thank you for your work and the opportunity to submit public comment.

The B2 NOVA HOD 9-8-2021 draft includes a map labeled #18 that is inconsistent with the concept of "Community of
Interest". | ask that draft maps be reconsidered in such a way that Reston is not divided between multiple House of
Delegates districts.

As Chair of the Fairfax County Redistricting Advisory Committee, | and the other commissioners are closely following the
Community of Interest concept in order to maintain historical neighborhoods and communities that traditionally share
commonalities. Reston is one such area.

This is not simply a conceptual designation. The Fairfax County Board of Supervisors explicitly considers Reston as a
community that should not be divided when undertaking the magisterial district reapportionment process. Logic follows
that equal representation and provision of services for General Assembly reapportionment should align with this.

Reston is a planned community with clearly defined boundaries that has existed since 1962. It has grown into a
nationwide case study in architectural design, a well-managed transportation system, and a geographic and social entity
possessing special qualities distinguishing it from the rest of Fairfax County. Please consider these factors when
designating new district lines.

Thank you,
Paul Berry

Chair
Fairfax County 2021 Redistricting Advisory Committee

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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Resident Input on Redistricting

1 message
Mindy Ring <mindyvt13@yahoo.com> Wed, Sep 8, 2021 at 8:19 AM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Hello,

| am a resident of Chesterfield County, also a Democrat. | would like to say that | do not care where an incumbent
currently lives and whether or not they are drawn out of their district. | do not believe the address of the incumbent should
factor into drawing a non-partisan district map that will stand for at least 10 years.

Thank you,
Mindy Ring

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1



September 7, 2021

TO: Julie Smith, Division of Legislative Services
FROM: George Barker, Senator, Member of Virginia Redistricting Commission

SUBJECT: First Drafts of Maps

At the September 2 meeting of the Redistricting Commission | expressed opposition to
maps for State Senate seats in the Alexandria-Arlington-Fairfax area that unnecessarily
placed two incumbents in the same draft districts. Each map drawer placed two
incumbents in one district, and | was the incumbent placed in a district with another
incumbent by both map drawers. The map drawers indicated that they did not consider
where the incumbents lived in drawing the districts and that the placement of
incumbents in the same district was not intentional.

Mr. Morgan asked me for information addressing the issue. He placed me in his District
6 along with Senator Petersen. In his discussion of his draft of District 6, Mr. Morgan
referred to it as the Petersen district, which indicated he knew enough about where
Senator Petersen lives to know that Petersen lives in that draft district. Mr. Morgan also
indicated he did not know that I live in the draft district.

Mr. Morgan asked for my suggestions to his proposed districts. There are nine Senators
who live in the Alexandria-Arlington-Fairfax area and enough population for all or part of
eight districts in that area. However, two of those nine Senators, Senators Howell and
Saslaw, have indicated that they will not run for re-election in 2023. Consequently, there
are no more than seven incumbents from that area who may run in 2023. Therefore,
there is no need to place two incumbents in any of the eight districts that are all or partly
in the Alexandria-Arlington-Fairfax area.

Furthermore, placement of both Senator Petersen’s and my home precincts in Mr.
Morgan’s draft District 6 hardly would be part of a fair map. That draft district has 37
precincts that are currently in Senator Petersen’s district but only 2 precincts that are
currently in my district.

There is a simple solution to this issue. By moving only six precincts among Mr.
Morgan’s draft Districts 3, 6, and 7, there would be no draft district with two incumbents
intending to run for re-election in 2023. The proposed shifts would be as follows:

1) Move Clifton and Woodyard precincts from District 6 to District 7,
2) Move Kings Park and Signal Hill precincts from District 7 to District 3; and
3) Move Gallows East and Woodburn precincts from District 3 to District 6.

This would result in the following:



1) I would no longer live in a district where Senator Petersen had about three dozen

more precincts than | did;

2) |'would live in District 7, where | would have a dozen more precincts than
Senator Marsden;

3) Senator Marsden would live in District 3 where he has precincts in both Mason
and Braddock magisterial districts;

4) Senator Saslaw would not be affected because he is not running in 2023; and

5) No further adjustments would need to be made because the population in
proposed districts 3, 6, and 7 would still be within 2 percent of the average
district.

Please provide this information to the map drawers and let me know of any questions or
concerns they might have.

Thank you.
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ReDist Comments -public integrity & incumbent participation
1 message

riverswork@yahoo.com <riverswork@yahoo.com> Tue, Sep 7, 2021 at 7:51 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Thank you for the opportunity to add comments for your consideration and for
the official record. I'm impressed that your mapping consultants are off to a
good start, and the Commission Co-Chairs are effectively leading the
deliberations.

I hope you can assure that the same sorting capabilities that are developed for

the Commission's use in locating & organizing of ficial comments will also be
available for the public to use as well.

Second, adding “tags” later for the sorting/organization of comments is a bad
idea, one that may be extremely confusing, if they wouldn't be applicable to all
comments, including those submitted earlier. Give your Staff time to propose a
good set of "tags;” these aren't the critical path milestone yet. Clearly, some
tags could include several related topics (e.g., comments that reference
incumbents and those that refer to gerrymandering.

Third, I applaud your attention to the Commission deliberations and hope that
you will overtly avoid using your cell phones during the Commission's mapping
deliberations because, otherwise, it could easily appear to The Public that you
are getting secret instructions from unidentified advocates by phone in the
middle of the meeting. The apparent integrity of this Commission deliberation
will set an historical standard for future Commissions to meet/exceed, and I
urge you to set the highest standard possible.

Finally, and most important, I am grateful for the comments offered by
Delegates Simon and Barker concerning the implications that the "start from

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CY FibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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scratch” approach may have for incumbent legislators. T can understand and
appreciate their concerns, and I'm very grateful for their speaking out about
the interests of the legislators who will be asked to approve the maps
recommended by the Commission, but T object to those incumbent concerns
being given any consideration in the Commission's mapping priorities.

My prayer is that you Commissioners, every one of you, are wise enough to
understand and accept that protecting incumbents, even the very best, is not an
appropriate consideration for the Commission in serving the interests of We
the People. There are a few flaws in the new Constitutional amendment that
you are working to implement, but nothing will diminish the apparent integrity
of this new approach as much as any appearance that outside influencers might
have a role in your recommendations to the General Assembly.

Thank you, again, for your dedication to the Commonwealth of Virginia and its
ReDistricting Commission.

Sincerely,

Peter Evans, 505 N lvy St, Arlington VA 22201

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 2/2


https://www.google.com/maps/search/505+N+Ivy+St,+Arlington+VA+22201?entry=gmail&source=g

9/7/2021 Virginia Legislative Information Systems Mail - Fyi

sl i,
VA Redistricting <varedist@dls.virginia.gov>

LEGISLATIVE MAIL
Fyi
1 message

Earl Rogers <earl.rogers1661@icloud.com> Tue, Sep 7, 2021 at 12:15 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

I hope the commission will seriously consider the offer of Moon Duchin of tufts university to assist in your job.

The commission must take the partisan politics out of this process, as the voters of Virginia expressed their desire.
Respectfully submitted;

Earl M. Rogers, M.S., P.D.

LTC USAR ret
North chesterfield Virginia

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Quick observation from viewing the 9/2 meeting video
1 message

David Robie <robodave53@gmail.com> Mon, Sep 6, 2021 at 6:31 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

First, thanks for placing that link for those of us who were not able to watch in real time.

As for the meeting itself, | couldn't help but notice that the legislator members of the commission have a disproportionate,
outsized input to the proceedings. They tend to forget that we are all the beneficiaries of this process.

Dave Robie

Falls Church
Fairfax County
Haycock Precinct

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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1 message

Giselle Caruso <fgcaruso@outlook.com> Mon, Sep 6, 2021 at 5:00 PM
To: "varedist@dIs.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

Cc: "mbabichenko@dls.virginia.gov" <mbabichenko@dls.virginia.gov>, "gharris@dls.virginia.gov" <gharris@dls.virginia.gov>,
"jabrenio@dls.virginia.gov" <jabrenio@dls.virginia.gov>, "jfeliciano@dls.virginia.gov" <jfeliciano@dls.virginia.gov>,
"rharrell@dls.virginia.gov" <rharrell@dls.virginia.gov>, "bhutchins@dls.virginia.gov" <bhutchins@dls.virginia.gov>,
"skumar@dls.virginia.gov" <skumar@dls.virginia.gov>, "vtrost-thornton@dls.virginia.gov" <vtrost-thornton@dls.virginia.gov>,
"delmsimon@house.virginia.gov" <delmsimon@house.virginia.gov>, "delransoneredistricting@house.virginia.gov"
<delransoneredistricting@house.virginia.gov>, "deldmcquinn@house.virginia.gov" <deldmcquinn@house.virginia.gov>,
"redistricting@ryanmcdougle.com" <redistricting@ryanmcdougle.com>, "district02@senate.virginia.gov"
<district02@senate.virginia.gov>, "senatorbarker@gmail.com" <senatorbarker@gmail.com>,
"deladamsredistricting@house.virginia.gov" <deladamsredistricting@house.virginia.gov>

I am grateful for the time and energy that you are putting into this historic redistricting effort.

| urge the Virginia Redistricting Commission to avoid including Fairfax County in districts that are primarily Alexandria
districts. Instead, include Arlington County areas to “fill out” Alexandria districts. There are a few reasons to take this
approach: First, Alexandria and Arlington have recently worked closely on the Crystal City (Arlington County)/Potomac
Yard (Alexandria) “National Landing” area where the Amazon Headquarters 2 and the new Virginia Tech Innovation
Campus will be. The relationship between the two jurisdictions over this geographic area will continue for many years to
come.

The second reason is population size. Alexandria has a population of 159,467 and Arlington’s is 238,643. Fairfax at
1,145,670 is so much larger than either Alexandria of Arlington. Fairfax County’s challenges are more numerous and
more complex. A delegate or senator who represents both Alexandria and Fairfax County will likely have to spend a lot of
time on Fairfax County issues although she or he represents only a very small part of the county’s residents. Make the
combination Alexandria-Arlington County, not Alexandria-Fairfax County.

Finally, under no circumstances should a delegate or senator have to represent constituents in Alexandria, Arlington, and
Fairfax County. That elected official will have to split her or his time too many ways if she or he has to work with those
three local governments’ legislative agendas.

Thank you again for your work on Virginia’s redistricting.

Giselle Caruso

Alexandria, VA

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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Non partisan map maker
1 message

Donna Morris <dmm622@gmail.com> Mon, Sep 6, 2021 at 11:34 AM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Sent from my iPhone

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6sORCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CY FibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Hire Duchin
1 message

Donna Morris <dmm622@gmail.com> Mon, Sep 6, 2021 at 11:08 AM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Moon Duchin sounds like the perfect answer to prepare non partisan maps for Virginia.

Sent from my iPhone

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6sORCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CY FibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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redistricting commission
1 message

Paulson and Shirley Kurtz <Kurtzes@hotmail.com> Mon, Sep 6, 2021 at 8:48 AM
To: "varedist@dIs.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

Dear members,

| write to let you know | am concerned that your work be done fairly. To me, "fairly" means dividing the
population into geographical districts without consideration to a particular political party. | look forward to
a fair redistricting.

Thank you for hearing my concern.

Paul N. Kurtz
Broadway, VA

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Grandfather incumbents
1 message

Mitchell, Trey (amé6se) <treym@yvirginia.edu> Sat, Sep 4, 2021 at 7:41 PM

To: "varedist@dIs.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>
I'm responding to this Virginia Mercury story (link below) about the newly proposed districts.
| understand why incumbent legislators would oppose being drawn out of their own districts.

Rather than adjust the lines for the convenience of current legislators, | think it would be better to "grandfather” in the
incumbents and allow them to continue to serve regardless of home address.

Drawing the lines based on whoever happens to currently be in office just doesn't make any sense.

The voter's needs should take priority over the convenience of incumbents.

Albert Mitchell
https://www.virginiamercury.com/2021/09/02/virginias-redistricting-commission-has-its-first-draft-maps-they-look-normal/

Sent from Samsung Galaxy smartphone.
Get Outlook for Android
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On Redistricting

1 message

Lareta Finger <laretafinger@gmail.com> Sat, Sep 4, 2021 at 2:14 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

To the Virginia Redistricting Commission,
| understand that Virginia voters have adopted a state constitutional amendment to
depoliticize the redistricting process.

| want to assure you that voters are paying attention to this process. The country went
to a great deal of effort and expense to do the census count. For something that
happens only every 10 years, doing proper, honest, fair redistricting is exceedingly
important.

I'm sure it is a challenging job, but, if all of you believe in democracy and making every
vote count, can't you figure out what is fair without hiring lawyers from each political
party to fight with each other?

As a mother of boys and a former grade-school teacher, | know how important fairness
is--that each party or person feels that the process has been fair, even though neither
side completely got its way.

Gerrymandering has no place in a true democracy.

| can only hope that enough of you in either party have the integrity not only to work
conscientiously, but to work so that, by the end, each person and party feels that the
results are fair to both.

Lareta Finger

Rockingham, Virginia

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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We care about redistricting!
1 message

Ruth Stoltzfus Jost <ruthsjost@gmail.com> Fri, Sep 3, 2021 at 2:11 PM
Reply-To: ruthsjost@gmail.com
To: "varedist@dls.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

Ladies and Gentlemen,

| object to use of political data, which will distort performance of your job.

You were established to free us of gerrymandering.

Please do your job honestly and draw lines for compact communities of interest, not political boundaries.

Yours,

Ruth Jost

Harrisonburg VA
540.271.4014

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Electorate cares about Redistricting?
1 message

Yvette Munnikhuysen <ymunnikhuysen@hotmail.com> Fri, Sep 3, 2021 at 9:50 AM

To: "varedist@dIs.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

Please do not think for one moment that no one cares about the results of your Redistricting effort. We are watching to
be sure the process follows the wishes of the Virginia voters.

Sincerely,

One of the voters you disdain......

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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9th Congressional District
1 message

SHARON BROCKMAN <sharonbrockman@mcps.org> Fri, Sep 3, 2021 at 8:42 AM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

| understand the 9th Congressional District will be growing geographically. | would prefer Franklin County or Botetourt
County join the 9th CD over Roanoke City.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Sharon Brockman

710 W Main St

Christiansburg VA 24074
dsbrockman@verizon.net

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Redistricting in VA

1 message

Jon Rogers <jprogers53@yahoo.com> Thu, Sep 2, 2021 at 1:15 PM

To: "varedist@dIs.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

Good afternoon,
| support the non-political redistricting that was approved by the legislature.

| request that you do not consider political data when redrawing district boundaries.
New district boundaries should be based on compact “communities of interest,” not
politics.

Sincerely,

Jon Rogers,

292 Abbington Road

Swoope Va

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Fwd: | CARE

1 message

Scott French <sierrawhiskeyfox@gmail.com> Thu, Sep 2, 2021 at 12:00 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

please find the message below.

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Scott French <sierrawhiskeyfox@gmail.com>
Date: Thu, Sep 2, 2021 at 11:57 AM

Subject: | CARE

To: <varedist@dis.virginia.gov>

| care. Please do your job as directed by the voters of Virginia. The vote results indicate voters do not want your
continued political gerrymandering.

Scott French

865 Neyland Dr.

Harrisonburg VA

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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redistricting testimony
1 message

Sue Rosenberg <sue.rosenberg@verizon.net> Wed, Sep 1, 2021 at 5:44 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

My name is Sue Rosenberg.

| want to speak about the concept of communities of interest, in particular, defining religion as a community of interest.
When you say “religion” | hear “ghetto.” | urge you not to turn districts into ghettos.

Gerrymandering is another issue. A good test for gerrymandering is the number of split precincts in a district. I've looked
at existing split precincts in Virginia, and there are several where one precinct has an 80/20 split between districts, and an
adjacent precinct is split 20/80 with the same districts. This is a clear case of gerrymandering, and | urge you to minimize
splitting precincts.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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A solution for the lack of map transparency for racial groupings
1 message

Jamaa B. K. H. <jamaa.bickleyking@gmail.com> Thu, Sep 2, 2021 at 12:12 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

| have seen the proposed Northern Virginia Maps. | find that having maps presented with the proposed lines, but without
weighted representations of the racial demographics at the block level in and around the new districts visibly shown. You
lack visual proof that you are not illegally or otherwise unfairly breaking up communities of interest with the new proposed
district lines.

| propose the following to help build more positive consensus and support for the commission's maps that include but are
not be limited to:

1. Having every proposed map include views where the lines of the region's proposed district maps are present,
but underneath them are block-level and precinct-level visualizations of percent racial concentrations of every
racial group. Done in a way where each proposed map includes a map version displaying each of the following:

. Non-Hispanic White percentage,

. Non-Hispanic White raw number,

. Non-Hispanic Black percentage,

. Non-Hispanic Black raw number,

. Non-Hispanic Asian Percentage,

. Non-Hispanic Asian raw number,

. Hispanic percentage,

. Hispanic raw number,

. Multi-ethnic percentage,

10. Multi-ethnic raw number.

2. Highlighting the prominence of Asian Americans in the analysis. Much of what was presented did not highlight
the critical masses of Asian Americans in the Northern Virginia area. As a demographic, that is rapidly growing
and increasing they should have more visibility so that they are being properly served as a community coming
into increased representation.

OCOoONO O WN-=-

If you can fix the GIS data visualizations to show where the racial communities reside in conjunction with the proposed
new districts AND the communities in and around the new districts, it can go a long way to help gain public confidence
and support for this commission and its mission.

Disclaimer:

CAUTION: electronic mail sent through the internet is not secure and could be intercepted by a third party. For your
protection, avoid sending identifying information, such as account, Social Security, or card numbers to us or others.
Further, do not send time-sensitive, action-oriented messages, such as transaction orders, fund transfer instructions, or
check stop payments, as it is our policy not to accept such items electronically.

If you are not an intended recipient of this e-mail, please notify the sender, delete it and do not read, act upon, print,
disclose, copy, retain or redistribute it.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Aug.17 commission vote
1 message

Milla Wisecarver <wisecams@yahoo.com> Wed, Sep 1, 2021 at 2:29 PM

To: "varedist@dIs.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

Thanks to each of you for serving on this commission, which will end partisan gerrymandering that is so harmful to
everyone's best interests.

| am looking forward to the de-politicalization of the process by which state House, state Senate, and congressional
House district boundaries are drawn. The boundaries are going to be based on "communities of interest," not politics.
That is indeed good news.

The action this commission took on Aug. 17 seems VERY counter to what was intended by the state constitutional
amendment. You MUST NOT DO THIS!

| was appalled to learn that a member of the commission seemed to dismiss concern about public reaction to this action
because only a "very small segment" of voters care about redistricting.

First off, | CARE.

But more importantly, the notion that you can get away with this nonsense because so few people "care" is alarming,
ludicrous, and frankly simply UNBELIEVABLE.

It's time for all of you to commit to making the changes that voters chose in 2020. That is YOUR JOB, not find a way to
revert to past practices.

I look forward to all of you doing the RIGHT THING, not because "no one cares" but because it is THE RIGHT THING.

Milla Wisecarver
Harrisonburg, Va.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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Redistricting

1 message

Lucille Omeara <llomeara@yahoo.com> Wed, Sep 1, 2021 at 1:30 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

On August 17 your commission voted to illuminate barriers to considering political data when re-drawing district
boundaries. That is not what we voted for. New district boundaries were meant to be based on compact communities of
interest, not politics. We are paying attention and we are tired of gerrymandering. Do what you were supposed to do and
what we voted for.
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Paying attention to redistricting
1 message

Meribeth Kraybill <meribethkraybill@gmail.com> Wed, Sep 1, 2021 at 11:34 AM
To: "varedist@dIs.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

As a Virginia (Harrisonburg) constituent/voter, | want to register my support for redistricting lines to be drawn to meet the
interests of specific communities rather than political agendas. Political gerrymandering does not serve that purpose.
Virginia can do better and be a model for other states.

Thank you,
Meribeth
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gerrymandering
1 message

Esther Stenson <estherstenson@gmail.com> Wed, Sep 1, 2021 at 11:26 AM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

To the Redistricting Commission:
| am writing with concern upon learning that you voted to eliminate barriers to considering political data when
redrawing district boundaries.

So you still want to play political games rather than make voting more fair for everyone? | am appalled and
disappointed.

The district | live in, which includes Harrisonburg and other distant communities, is shaped like some kind of monster---
which it is. There's nothing fair about it.

Go back and reconsider what you are doing. We want to have confidence that our districts have been re-drawn fairly
and honestly.
Sincerely,
Esther Stenson
Harrisonburg, Virginia
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Competitive Congressional Districts
1 message

Mike Clancy <michaelclancy1@verizon.net> Wed, Sep 1, 2021 at 7:06 AM
To: "varedist@dIs.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

Dear Commissioners,

Best wishes for the speedy recovery for the member with COVID and best wishes for the
continued health of all members.

As emphasized by OneVirginia, the League of Woman Voters, other voting advocacy groups and
virtually every single citizen who has testified or submitted comments, the voters want politically
competitive districts. Voters want their vote to have meaning. Indeed that is the point of elections:
Government by the people. While competitive districts may not be possible in every locality (for
example, in Arlington, Alexandria and southwest Virginia), the Commission should strive to
maximize the number of competitive districts, including in northern Virginia.

The decision to disregard the current districts and draw districts based on a blank map is a key first
step to eliminating gerrymandered districts and maximizing competitive districts.

Focusing on the Congressional districts, please strive to establish competitive districts in
northern Virginia. Here is a link to a map showing competitive districts.

See https://districtr.org/plan/41238 The proposed map is also attached, but the link provides a
better view because it can be enlarged to see the precincts.

Blue is the new competitive 10th. It encompasses Reston, Herndon and precincts west and south,
and reflects a mix of Democratic party majority and Republican party majority precincts.

Green is the new 11th, which is more competitive than the current 11th.

Mauve is the new competitive 1st.

Yellow is the new 8th. It encompasses Arlington, Alexandria, Falls Church, Vienna and McLean.
Thank you for your consideration and your dedication to this project of redistricting.

Michael Clancy

@ Proposed Redistricting_Map A_ 9.1.2021.docx
826K
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Richard M. Alvey
Attorney at Law
2063 1.D. Hwy.

Suite 23
Stafford, VA 22554
703-390-9306
alvey(@gmail.com

August 26, 2021

DLS atten: Claire Waters
Pocahontas Bldg., 8" Floor
900 Main Street
Richmond, VA 23219

Re: Redistricting Map
Dear Ms. Waters:

I wrote the enclosed tongue-in-cheek anecdote as a way to introduce my suggestion of a method
to eliminate gerrymandering. But, seriously, | suggest this is a true method to remove politics from re-
districting.

If you plug in certain perimeters into a computer, it should develop a fair set of districts. Those
perimeters are:

Place a map of Virginia in a box.

Set the desired population for each district.

Place a vertical line at the horizontal center of the map.

Moving east and west from the center set a uniform distance between each vertical line.
Allow a district to “jump” a vertical line only once.

Set the number of desired districts.

Place horizontal lines, setting the boundaries of each district and providing for equal
population among the districts.

SOy U e 9 B e

Some districts may appear to be a big box, geographically and others might look small. Each,
however will have an equal population. Gone, forever, will be squiggly lines.

1 suggest this Committee has an historical opportunity. By utilizing this plan, politics can
forever be removed from redistricting. There will be no more gerrymandering. Most importantly, this
“Virginia Plan” could become the blueprint for the rest of the country and other democratic states. The
fact is, any political jurisdiction, no matter its shape, can be redistricted fairly by using this method.

I respectfully request you submit this suggestion to the committee for their consideration.

Sincerely,




When 1 was a little boy, I became an expert critter catcher. 1used to chase fireflies and put them
in an old mayonnaise jar with holes punched in the lid. I'd turn over rocks and logs to find hibernating
frogs. Turtles were easy to catch. Be careful catching grasshoppers because they spit brown stuff on
your hands. Fish, green snakes, crickets, crawdads, birds, I caught them all. My one strict rule was to
never harm the critter.

I guess the hardest critter to catch was the salamander. That stippery, slimy lizard would
scamper every which way. It wasn't until I asked my dad for advice that I finally learned the trick to
catching salamanders. He told me you have to box it in. So, as soon as I spotted one, | corrailed it with
old boards. Then I chased it to a corner and grabbed it.

It seems to me that boxing in a salamander to control the critter would also work on its cousin,
the gerrymander. I mean, all you got to do is take any state, county or map and put in a box. Then draw
a vertical line at the center. Put additional vertical lines on both sides at fifty mile intervals. A
gerrymander might be able to jump one of these lines, but, never two. To finish boxing the
gerrymander in, simply place horizontal lines at whatever heights that would allow an equal
distribution of the population within each district.

If you do it this way, you won't kill the gerrymander, but you will control it. Now that the
Commonwealth of Virginia is forming a commission to set voting districts, there's going to be a ot of
manipulating to get districts with majorities of Democrats or Republicans. There will be an effort to
dilute the voting strength of each party and minorities. That's what gerrymanders do. Maybe the
commission will take my dad's advice and box the gerrymander in.
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PUBLIC COMMENT FOR SEPT. 2, 2021 MEETING OF THE VIRGINIA REDISTRICTING
COMMISSION RE NORTHERN DISTRICT

1 message

Kristine Gregory <kristinegregory@yahoo.com> Mon, Aug 30, 2021 at 1:55 PM
To: "varedist@dls.virginia.gov" <varedist@dls.virginia.gov>

My name is Kris Gregory and | am a resident of Fairfax County. My family was redistricted in 2011 from the 53rd Delegate
District in Fairfax County to the 48th Delegate District. We were also redistricted from the 10th Congressional District to
the 8th Congressional District. | urge you to correct this mistake.

My immediate neighbors and | have a Falls Church mailing address even though we pay taxes for the McLean
Community Center and technically are McLean residents. The results of the 2011 redistricting divided the McLean area of
Fairfax County between 4 delegate districts and 2 Congressional districts. Many voters in McLean are confused about
who represents them and it is not their fault.

The current 48th Delegate District is located approximately 1/3 in Fairfax County and 2/3 in Arlington County. Our
Delegate Rip Sullivan (D-48th) is a friend and does a great job since he lives in the Fairfax County section of his district.
Having to split his time between 2 counties limits the time he can spend on Fairfax issues through no fault of his own.

The VA 8th Congressional District is currently made up of Alexandria City, Arlington County, Falls Church City, and most
of the Fairfax County areas with Alexandria and Falls Church mailing addresses. Congressman Don Beyer (D-VA 8th)
has family and business ties to McLean and Falls Church City so he has been a great representative for the entire 8th
Congressional district. However, the majority of McLean residents are in the 10th Congressional District and many voters
who live in the 8th Congressional District mistakenly assume that they are too until they vote.

| regret that my own Delegate Rip Sullivan will probably lose his seat but please redistrict me into McLean and Fairfax
County majority districts. And | want to keep my Falls Church mailing address!

Thank you.

Kris Gregory

Longfellow Precinct Captain

Dranesville District Democratic Committee/DDDC
Fairfax County Democratic Committee/FCDC
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Please schedule hearings in Charlottesville
2 messages

Elly Tucker <ellytucker@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 30, 2021 at 12:34 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Hello,

I would like to thank you for the opportunity to give testimony. There are several of us in Charlottesville that would like
to request that some of the hearings for the Redistricting Committee to be held in Charlottesville when you hold them in
the Central Region. Before we got the data, there were many meetings held around the state, but none in Charlottesville
when it was the Central region's turn. Please have Charlottesville be one of your sites. If you need help to secure a
location, let me know and I will attempt to help find a location.

Thank you,

Elly Tucker

Elly Tucker

Certified Artistry BeMoved® Instructor
111 Reynard Dr.

Charlottesville VA 22901

phone: 434-293-3500
fax: 434-979-1800
www.BeMovedDance.com

~BeMowed

Betty Tabony <btabony@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 30, 2021 at 12:48 PM
To: Elly Tucker <ellytucker@gmail.com>
Cc: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Hello,

| am a retired teacher from the Nelson County Public Schools now living in Charlottesville. | also want to thank you for
the invitation to the public to give testimony and respectfully request that one of the Redistricting Commission's public
hearings be scheduled in Charlottesville.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Tabony

920 Henry Ave.
Charlottesville, VA 22903
btabony@gmail.com
434-942-2862

[Quoted text hidden]


https://www.google.com/maps/search/111+Reynard+Dr.+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0Charlottesville+VA%C2%A0+22901?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/111+Reynard+Dr.+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0Charlottesville+VA%C2%A0+22901?entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.bemoved-dance.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/search/920+Henry+Ave.+Charlottesville,+VA+22903?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/920+Henry+Ave.+Charlottesville,+VA+22903?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:btabony@gmail.com
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Ambherst County Redistricting

1 message

jackie bibby <jackiebibby62@gmail.com> Sat, Aug 28, 2021 at 3:35 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov, Gloria Witt <gloriawitt@comcast.net>

Knowing that the redistricting process is now underway for the USA. |, a registered voter of Amherst County, would
encourage that our voting districts be put together and not split by the Blue Ridge Mountain. It is very confusing voting in

a split county for citizens.
Thank- you,

jackiebibby62@gmail.com

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Redistricting

1 message

JOAN OBERLE <obejoan@mac.com> Sat, Aug 28, 2021 at 9:26 AM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Committee Members,
| am writing to remind VRC members that the vast majority of the of Virginians support, and have overwhelming voted for
non partisan redistricting.

| beg to differ with Sen. Barker’s open mic comment that the public is not following the “sausage making”. We have been
working towards fair redistricting for over a decade, and voted for such.

Please know that now, we will continue to watch and demand the committee’s commitment to achieve truly fair
redistricting.

Sincerely,

Joan Oberle

Richmond VA

Sent from my iPhone

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1



NAACP

Fredericksburg Branch

August 27, 2021

Virginia Redistricting Commission
Pocahontas Building, 8" Floor
900 E. Main Street

Richmond, VA 23219

Dear Commissioners,

On behalf of the Fredericksburg Branch NAACP, thank you for your service on the Virginia
Redistricting Commission and for spending your time and energy on the complex task of
drawing Virginia’s new legislative districts. And while the rest of the Commonwealth may be
challenging to organize, Fredericksburg is not. You simply need to keep Fredericksburg
together.

There is no clearer community of interest in our region than the city of Fredericksburg. We are
28,000 people in 10.5 square miles, arranged in small neighborhoods and brought together by
the love of community, nature, art, and culture. We care for our neighbors, whether their family
has been here for generations or they made a choice to become a part of our community. We
have an independent city government, public school system, emergency services, and many
more services and concerns unique to Fredericksburg and common to all our residents. Please
keep Fredericksburg together.

Fredericksburg is a unified community in so many ways, but we are divided in one profound
way. While Fredericksburg’s congressional and state senate districts both include the entire city,
a previous General Assembly split the city between two House of Delegates districts. Where our
votes should be most consequential, our voice is divided and unfairly overwhelmed by the
surrounding counties. By reuniting Fredericksburg into a single house district and keeping us in
single congressional and state senate districts, you will enable simpler elections, remove split
precincts, and prevent the dilution of Fredericksburg’'s unique concerns before the General
Assembly and Congress. You have this one opportunity to keep Fredericksburg together in all
our legislative districts.

As you evaluate the needs of the Commonwealth’s many communities, we trust that you will
give Fredericksburg back its voice in the House of Delegates and keep Fredericksburg together.

Charlyne Jackson-Fields
President, Fredericksburg Branch NAACP

Fredericksburg Branch
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
PO Box 3071 ¢ Fredericksburg, VA 22402 « 540.710.1349 e fredericksburgnaacp.org
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Audit

1 message

Mary Barhydt <barhydt@cox.net> Fri, Aug 27, 2021 at 3:21 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Thank you for deciding to start with a blank slate. | feel a little better about your work. Now, could you take the next step
and choose a nonpartisan consultant for the audit? | am a little confused by your stance that you ‘could not’ find
nonpartisan experts in other areas of your work. How hard did you look? Did you ask University resources for
suggestions?

Mary Louise Barhydt

5555 Lakewood Drive

Norfolk, VA 23509

757-855-1440

barhydt@cox.net

Life isn't about waiting for the storm to pass;
It's about learning to dance in the rain.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1


https://www.google.com/maps/search/5555+Lakewood+Drive+Norfolk,+VA+23509?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/5555+Lakewood+Drive+Norfolk,+VA+23509?entry=gmail&source=g
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Mathematical, nonpartisan audit
1 message

VIRGINIA SIVIGNY <sivigny@verizon.net> Fri, Aug 27, 2021 at 1:13 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

| believe it is crucial that you hire a nonpartisan consultant to conduct a mathematical,nonpartisan audit.
Virginia D. Sivigny
Burke, VA

Sent from my iPad

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6sORCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CY FibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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recommendations for name legislative districts
1 message

plphillips33@reagan.com <plphillips33@reagan.com> Fri, Aug 27, 2021 at 11:57 AM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

My experience as a candidate leads to these observations. The currently gerrymandered and numbered districts create
confusion among voters. For example, when | ran in the 33rd Senate district the district overlapped with eight House of
Delegate districts and 11 Board of Supervisor districts in two counties.

In general, many voters are unfamiliar with the state legislature. The reference to State Senate is often confused with our
US Senators from Virginia. The House of Delegates can often be confused with the U.S. House of Representatives.
There are several ways the Redistricting Commission could reduce the confusion moving forward.

#1 Because the Senate is 1/40th of the state population and the House of Delegates is 1/100th of the population there
should be 2 1/2 House of Delegate districts in one Senate district. This alone would greatly reduce the confusion.
Currently during campaign season, voters will see campaign signs, ads, news articles, and internet email and advertising
for candidates in whose districts they do not reside.

#2 The numbering of the districts could also be used to reduce confusion. The numbering of House of Delegate districts
should not be the same, or close to the US House of Representatives seat for that district. For example, the 10th House
of Delegate district resides in the 10th Congressional District. This major redistricting effort provides the opportunity to
totally re-number the districts. The same follows for numbering the Senate districts. Likewise, it would be ideal for the
House and Senate districts not to overlap in their numbers. For example, the 33rd Delegate District currently resides in
the 33rd Senate District the 32nd district being right nearby also often gets confused with the Senate district. A suggested
number naming plan that would avoid this confusion follows.

#3 When referring to district numbers for the House of Delegates, State Senate and US House of Representatives, a
letter should be placed in front of each district number to help voters understand which race is being discussed. For
example, a “D” should be placed in front of the district number for House of Delegates, an “S” for Senate District, and an
“H” for the House of Representative district. While that information might seem superfluous on the voter’s voter
registration card it would help them to become accustomed to the new nomenclature. Hopefully campaigns, websites,
government entities would all be informed and encouraged to use the new nomenclature. Introducing the new
nomenclature would also help to clarify new district compared to old districts.

Suggested Numbering/Name of Districts

U.S. House of House of
Representatves State Senate Delegates
11 40 1
40 2

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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40/39 3
39 4
39 5
38 6
38 7

38/37 8
37 9

1 37 10
36 11
36 12

36/35 13
35 14
35 15
34 16
34 17

34/33 18

2 33 19
33 20

32 21

32 22

32/31 23

31 24

31 25

1 26

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 2/6
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1 52

11/12 53

12 54

4 12 55
13 56

13 57

13/14 58

14 59

14 60

15 61

15 62

15/16 63

5 16 64
16 65

17 66

17 67

17/18 68

18 69

18 70

19 71

19 72

6 19/20 73
20 74
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21 76
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21/22 78
22 79
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23 81
7 23 82
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26 89
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Patricia Phillips
571-243-5800
Plphillips33@reagan.com

Potomac Falls, VA
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Let me tell you about my community
1 message

Lori Keenan <keenanlori@everyactioncustom.com> Thu, Aug 26, 2021 at 8:15 PM
Reply-To: keenanlori@gmail.com
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Commissioner All Commissioners,

Thank you for serving on the very first Virginia Redistricting Commission. One of the most important jobs in this role is to
listen to public input and consider the needs of communities of interest across the Commonwealth. To that end, I'd like to
tell you a little about my community.

What does the Redistricting Commission need to know about your community?

My husband and | live in northern Fauquier County, near Rectortown, north of Warrenton and north of 1-66. This area is in
the Goose Creek watershed which is part of the Potomac and Chesapeake Bay watersheds. We have more in common
with Loudoun County to the north, where the Goose Creek runs through Loudoun County into the Potomac River, than
with southern Fauquier or areas further south. We live in horse country which is fairly prosperous and well educated. We
value our environment and conservation, but our elected officials do not and haven't for a long time. As such we feel
unrepresented, except by our statewide elected officials. Our state delegate and our US Representative do not represent
our values, and haven't for a long time.

Look at the Goose Creek watershed, running from Linden, through Marshall and Delaplane to Upperville and into
Loudoun County, as a community that should be kept together so that we can work together with our elected officials to
preserve and protect this very beautiful, resource rich part of our county and return the Goose Creek to a recreational
level of cleanliness. Today it is imperiled, even though it is a State Scenic River. We need elected officials who value
clean water and do what it will take to return the Goose Creek to the level of cleanliness we need to ensure this way of
life.

Sincerely,

Ms. Lori Keenan

PO Box 312 Rectortown, VA 20140-0312
keenanlori@gmail.com

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Drawing the new Districts
1 message

jonxgrainger <jonxgrainger@protonmail.com> Thu, Aug 26, 2021 at 7:59 PM
Reply-To: jonxgrainger <jonxgrainger@protonmail.com>
To: "varedist@dls.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

Good Morning,

Thankyou for voting to start redistricting from scratch. To be fair to all we a non partisan's touch using a fair mathematical
model to try and make all voters count in subsequent elections.

Regards
Jon Grainger

Sent with ProtonMail Secure Email.
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Maps from the Public?

1 message

Fran Larkins <franlarkins40@gmail.com> Thu, Aug 26, 2021 at 8:04 PM
To: Brandon Hutchins <bhutchins@dls.virginia.gov>, Del Les Adams <deladamsredistricting@house.virginia.gov>, Del
Margaret Ransone <delransoneredistricting@house.virginia.gov>, "Del. Delores McQuinn"
<deldmcquinn@house.virginia.gov>, Delegate Marcus Simon <delmsimon@house.virginia.gov>, Greta Harris
<gharris@dls.virginia.gov>, James Abrenio <jabrenio@dls.virginia.gov>, Jose Feliciano <jfeliciano@dls.virginia.gov>,
Mackenzie Babichenko <mbabichenko@dls.virginia.gov>, Richard Harrell <rharrell@dls.virginia.gov>, Ryan McDougle
<redistricting@ryanmcdougle.com>, Sean Kumar <skumar@dlIs.virginia.gov>, Senator George Barker
<senatorbarker@gmail.com>, Senator Mamie Locke <district02@senate.virginia.gov>, Senator Stephen Newman
<sdnewman7@gmail.com>, Virginia Trost-Thornton <vtrost-thornton@dlIs.virginia.gov>, VA Redistricting
<varedist@dls.virginia.gov>

Dear Commissioners -

Have you given consideration to how and when you will use maps that are submitted to the Commission from the
public? Will you accept maps using Representable, Districtr, and Dave’s in addition to the Citygate software? Many
citizens are drawing their “communities of interest” using Representable.

If you wait until the end, it may be too late to incorporate these ideas into maps being prepared by the map drawers.
It would be a terrible waste of time and energy and a disappointment for citizens if their suggestions are dismissed
off-hand.

On that note, when will the communications and outreach consultants begin their work?

Thank you!

Fran Larkins
Fredericksburg, VA

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Put Amherst County back together in the same district!
1 message

Barbara J Pryor <saoirse2017@outlook.com> Wed, Aug 25, 2021 at 8:47 PM
To: "varedist@dIs.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>, gloriawitt <gloriawitt@comcast.net>

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone
Get Outlook for Android
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Non-Partisan Mathematical audit
1 message

Nathan Bynum <nathangbynum@gmail.com> Wed, Aug 25, 2021 at 9:44 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear commission,

Please fulfill your charge and do your part to ensure a non-partisan, mathematical audit to assure fair voting districts
where neither party will wind up with a disproportionate number of wasted votes.

-Nathan Bynum
https://nathanbynum.com/teaching
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Reunite Amherst County!
1 message

Edward Kable <nkable@aol.com> Wed, Aug 25, 2021 at 6:53 PM
Reply-To: Edward Kable <nkable@aol.com>
To: "varedist@dls.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

Please put our County back together! A few years ago the Legislature divided our County between the 23rd and 24th
Districts, and our friends in the lower part of the County were lumped in with Lynchburg. Please put us back together,
and unite us along the US 29 corridor, instead of joining us with folks on the other side of the mountains, in Rockbridge

County.
Thank You,
Edward Kable

156 Patrick Henry Hwy
Amherst, VA 24521
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Nonpartisan mathematical algorithm to help redraw the districts
1 message

suzanne gallagher <econ.fun4teachers@yahoo.com> Wed, Aug 25, 2021 at 12:36 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov
I think it’s really important to have a nonpartisan mathematical audit. We must end gerrymandering in Virginia.
Thank you for your work toward that end.

Suzanne Gallagher
Topping, VA 23169

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1



8/25/2021 Virginia Legislative Information Systems Mail - Put our county Back Together (Amherst)

o il
1] 1] VA Redistricting <varedist@dls.virginia.gov>

LEGISLATIVE MAIL

Put our county Back Together (Amherst)

1 message

Nancy LEWIS <2grands2002@verizon.net> Wed, Aug 25, 2021 at 4:06 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Please put Amherst County on our side of Blue Ridge Mountain, I live on the Route 29. corridor and should be voting with
my neighboring counties.

Thank you, Nancy Lewis

Sent from my iPhone
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Redistricting: non-partisan, mathematical audit
1 message

Pam O'Rourke <pam.orourke@indoff.com> Wed, Aug 25, 2021 at 3:13 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Commissioners:

As members of the Virginia Redistricting Commission you will soon be making a
decision about the map drawing process.

This should not be a partisan fight. If you feel you cannot cast unbiased votes, and
are influenced by your political party, then | suggest you resign for the good of our
Commonwealth.

| support hiring a nonpartisan consultant to mathematically apply an algorithm based
on Virginia's criteria to any maps that are considered.

Thank you.

Pam O'Rourke
Marketing Consultant | Indoff

o: 804-330-3713
c: 804-338-6947

p: pam.orourke@indoff.com

8138 Grimsby Road
Richmond, VA 23235

www.indoff.com
Link to Indoff Promo Research

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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For over 50 years, Indoff has served the
needs of Industry and the Office. With
hundreds of Sales Partners located
throughout North America, Indoff combines
local service and expertise with the financial
strength, superior technology and strong
vendor relationships of a $176 million
distributor.
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Ambherst County Redistricting

2 messages

janice augustine <augustinejanice@gmail.com> Wed, Aug 25, 2021 at 2:45 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Cc: "Witt, Gloria" <gloriawitt@comcast.net>

My husband and | are residents of Amherst County and are politically active. We vote every election.

In the past, Amherst County was divided between districts and remains so today. This causes a lot of confusion when
discussing issues and trying to participate in voting on solutions common to our county.

Please put Amherst County back together in one district so we can vote with our neighbors on issues important to us.
Thank you.

Dr. D.C. and Janice Augustine

228 Riversedge Lane

Amherst, VA. 24521
434-944-1218
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Redistricting Commission - Amherst County VA
1 message

Gloria Witt <Gloria. Witt@define-success.com> Wed, Aug 25, 2021 at 1:52 PM
To: "varedist@dIs.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

To: The Virginia Redistricting Commission

From: Amherst County NAACP Branch 7045
We wish to sincerely thank you for taking on this mammoth task.

Our Branch worked very hard with OneVirginia2021 and FairMapsVA throughout the process
that finds you on this Commission. It was with the understanding that the result

would be that “Voters Choose Politicians, they don’t Choose Us”.

+ We appeal to you to examine Amherst County.

« Amherst County is divided in two, between the 23" and 24™ House of Delegates.
« Amherst County has 11 Voting Precincts, two of them are Split Voting Precincts.

House District 23 represents part of the city of Lynchburg and parts of Amherst and

Bedford counties.

House District 24 represents the cities of Buena Vista and Lexington, Bath and

Rockbridge counties; and parts of Amherst and Augusta counties.

This division of Amherst County guarantees that neither Party can field a candidate

capable of winning a seat at the table.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/3
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District 22 of the Virginia Senate encompasses all of Amherst County, Appomattox
County, Buckingham County, Cumberland County, Fluvanna County, Goochland County,

Prince Edward County, part of Louisa County, and part of the City of Lynchburg.

When electing State representation, Amherst voters in the 24™ HD vote with people who

live on the West Virginia border all the way east to Short Pump.

Congressional District 6 includes Amherst County, Augusta County, Bath County,
Botetourt County, Highland County, Page County, Rockbridge County, Rockingham

County, Shenandoah County, Warren County, portions of Bedford County and Roanoke
County. The cities of Buena Vista, Harrisonburg, Lexington, Lynchburg, Roanoke, Staunton

and Waynesboro.

With the exceptions of Amherst County and Lynchburg City, all CD6 is on the 1-81 Corridor.
Ambherst County is on the 29 corridor. Route 29 runs through the center of

Ambherst County and the Town of Amherst, the County Seat.

Ambherst County and the 24HD are separated from the rest of CD6 by the Blue Ridge
Mountains and the George Washington National Forest. This can make it very difficult
and sometimes dangerous to attend meetings on the other side of the mountain, especially

in the winter months, at night.

We ask that you put our county back together and put us on our side of the Blue Ridge

Mountains.

We want to vote with our neighbors, with counties on our side of the mountain. We

cannot address issues that affect us if Amherst County remains divided and isolated from
voters who share those issues and concerns.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 2/3
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Sincerely,

Gloria T. Witt, President, Branch 7045
Beverly Jones, Vice President

Jackie Bibby, Secretary

David Moseley, Treasurer

Suzanne Chambers, Political Action — Redistricting Chair

“Put Our County Back Together” to STOP VOTER CONFUSION!

Amherst County Branch 7045
434.942.4367

Like us on Facebook.com/AmherstVANAACP

-
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Request for Nonpartisan Mathematical Audit
1 message

Jennifer Moseley <jennifer.moseley2@gmail.com> Wed, Aug 25, 2021 at 11:37 AM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Thank you for volunteering your time and brains to the Virginia Redistricting Commission. All of us have worked so hard
to pass redistricting reform in Virginia and your role is essential in drawing fair maps. The best way to ensure that districts
are not gerrymandered for political and racial reasons is to hire a nonpartisan consultant to mathematically apply an
algorithm based on Virginia's criteria to any maps that are considered by the redistricting commission.

Please vote yes to a nonpartisan mathematical audit.

Thank you,
Jennifer

Jennifer Moseley
10700 Purcell Road
Glen Allen, VA 23060
(804) 539-9856
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Fairness
1 message

Lorraine Horbaly <lorraine@walmerenterprises.com> Wed, Aug 25, 2021 at 9:36 AM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

| am writing to urge you to keep the commission's process non-partisan. Your bi-
partisan efforts have been lacking and could lead to more gridlock and acrimony. I'm
heartened that you have voted to scrap the old maps and start anew. Now hire a non-
partisan mathematical audit! Virginia voters want fairness and end to partisan
gerrymandering. You must deliver.

Lorraine Horbaly

39 Monument Drive
Montross, VA 22520
804-493-8195
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Your Recent Vote to Map Draw from Scratch
1 message

lan Cook <ian@888fulcrum.com> Wed, Aug 25, 2021 at 8:09 AM
To: "varedist@dIs.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

As someone who supported the efforts of OneVirginia2021 and pushed for our state to finally adopt the enlightened

stance to move redistricting out of the direct control of either party, | applaud your latest move to start on the new map
from scratch.

I am an immigrant from Canada where, due to the existence of independent redistricting commissions in every province,
the issue of gerrymandering just was not an issue in the political arena.

I urge you all to look beyond party benefit, look long-term, and construct an edifice for creating electoral maps that enable
more competitive races around more contiguous voter-driven interests and expectations.

Thank you for your work for all of us.
lan Cook

1711 Pine Valley Drive
Vienna 22182
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Mathematical audit of maps
1 message

Mary Horne <mary1852@me.com> Wed, Aug 25, 2021 at 7:23 AM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Commissioners,
Please hire a non-political, neutral organization to apply mathematical analysis of proposed maps for redistricting.

| am very interested in the Commission accomplishing the drawing of competitive districts in a non-partisan fashion prior
to the deadline. | do not think we’ve come this far to end up with the Virginia Supreme Court having to draw maps.

Please carry on and do good, impartial work for Virginia and it's democracy.
Thank you,
Mary Horne

Henrico, Virginia
mary1852@me.com
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Requesting a non-partisan, mathematical audit
1 message

E. Whittier <ewsoccerwomen@gmail.com> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 11:45 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

To the Virginia Redistricting Commission:

I'm requesting a non-partisan consultant do a mathematical audit, using an algorithm
based on Virginia's criteria, to any maps that are considered.

Thank you,
Edna Whittier

ewsoccerwomen@gmail.com
Floyd, Va. 24091
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Yes, hire a nonpartisan consultant to mathematically apply an algorithm based on
Virginia's criteria to any proposed redistricting maps
1 message

Robert Poignant <socjusticeadvocate@verizon.net> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 9:36 PM
To: "varedist@dls.virginia.gov" <varedist@dls.virginia.gov>

Commissioners,

| encourage the Virginia Redistricting Commission to hire a nonpartisan consultant to
mathematically apply an algorithm based on Virginia's criteria to any proposed maps that are
considered. In the interest of public confidence, | strongly urge you all to move forward with this
plan.

Sincerely, a proponent for fair elections and for an end to Gerrymandering
Robert V. Poignant

300 Lansing Avenue
Lynchburg, VA 24503

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Thanks for “starting from scratch.”
1 message

Geo.Allen Johnston <geoallenjohnston@gmail.com> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 5:39 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Thanks for the super majority vote in favor of drawing district lines from scratch.

As part of the process, it's imperative to have independent expert ‘number crunchers,to make a ‘more perfect’ set of new
maps. Let the numbers and the criteria steer the process and the rest will fall into place .

George Allen Johnston
York County Voter
571.451.9757

Sent from my iPad

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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ONeVirginia2021
1 message
Barbara Allen <info@calvarypres.org> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 4:27 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov
Cc: info@calvarypres.org

Dear Commission Members,

First, let me congratulate you for your willingness to serve us. This has to be a very challenging task for each member as
you serve all of the residents of our Commonwealth of Virginia. I've been following the discussions and actions being
taken by the Virginia Redistricting Commission.

I’'m very pleased that the Commission has taken a vote to begin the map-drawing process from scratch, without regard for
existing electoral maps. This vote is most uplifting and may be the most prudent action taken thus far.

| sincerely hope that the Commission will now hire a nonpartisan consultant to provide a mathematical audit for all of
Virginia’s maps. Please continue to observe and implement transparency throughout this process.

Stay safe, healthy, honest and upbeat as our Virginia Redistricting Commission!
Sincerely,

Barbara Allen

Alexandria, VA Voter

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Redistricting

1 message

Harold Spotts <hspotts@aol.com> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 3:13 PM
Reply-To: Harold Spotts <hspotts@aol.com>
To: "varedist@dls.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

Please make the audit fair and bi-partisan.

Harold L. Spotts

10106 Oat Lands Place
Fredericksburg, VA 22408
Tele: (540) 898-6072
Cell: (540) 220-5689

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1


https://www.google.com/maps/search/10106+Oat+Lands+Place+%0D%0A%0D%0A+Fredericksburg,+VA+22408?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/10106+Oat+Lands+Place+%0D%0A%0D%0A+Fredericksburg,+VA+22408?entry=gmail&source=g

8/24/2021 Virginia Legislative Information Systems Mail - Please use non partisan mathematical formula to determine VA districts!

o il
""mnl] VA Redistricting <varedist@dls.virginia.gov>
LEGISLATIVE MAIL

Please use non partisan mathematical formula to determine VA districts!
1 message

Hank McEntee <hankmac77@gmail.com> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 2:57 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Greetings:

Please take the Dems And Republicans out of the Redistricting process. Apply a formula to determine the shape of
districts. Of course geography, as well as shapes of population centers can be a factor leading to strange shaped
districts. But let’s take the influence of both parties out of the line drawing.

Thank you,

Henry McEntee

3625 Tenth St N

Unit 604

Arlington, Va 22201

Sent from my iPhone

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Keep up the good work!

1 message

Katrien Vance <msorion@gmail.com> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 2:09 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov
Hello, Redistricting Commission!
I am one of those ordinary people who worked with OneVirginia2021 to convince voters to vote to create an independent
redistricting commission. It's the only cause I've ever participated in because | am a middle school teacher, and | try to
stay as neutral as possible. But this cause was a no-brainer, and | did many activities with my class that brought them to
the realization that districts drawn by the politicians trying to get elected to those districts were silly!
Anyway, | know your work has been hard, and it probably feels frustrating and unappreciated. | just wanted to let you
know that | appreciate your willingness to serve on this commission very much. Thank you for helping Virginia make its
voting maps more logically represent the people.

With regard to that logic, | love the idea of bringing in a mathematician to apply an algorithm. He doesn't get a vote, but
he can provide information for you. More information is a great thing! | hope you'll vote to use this service.

Thank you again for your work!

Katrien

YOUR JOURNEY HAS MOLDED

YOU FOR YOUR GREATER GOOD,
AND IT WAS EXACTLY WHAT IT NEEDED T0 BE.

DON'T THINK THAT YOU'VE LOST TIME.

IT TOOK EACH AND EVERY
SITUATION YOU HAVE ENCOUNTERED

T0 BRING YOU TO THE NOW.
AND NOW IS RIGHT ON TIME.

-ASHA TYSON-

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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Redistricting - Drawing the New Maps - Please Git it Right!

1 message

Kimberly Lewis Gibson <kklgibson@yverizon.net> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 1:28 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

To The Committee,

Virginia finally has a chance to abolish the horrific gerrymandering that has taken place in our Commonwealth and which
has distorted the ability to fairly elect our legislators.

I IMPLORE you -- do what is right for the voters, not the politicians!

Truly democratic elections must prevail. It's the right of every citizen of Virginia (and the entire U.S.) to be confident that
voting districts are logically and fairly established.

Thank you for your hard work on behalf of all of us.

Kim Lewis Gibson
Warrenton, VA

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Non-partisan mathematical audit
1 message

Bev Schlotterbeck <editorbev@icloud.com> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 1:17 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

| supported and campaigned for a non-partisan redistricting commission, and | am writing now to support the hiring of a
nonpartisan consultant that would use an algorithm based on the state’s criteria to any maps that are considered.
| appreciate your hard work and the challenges you face. Please continue in your quest to make all votes count as much

as possible.
Beverly A Schlotterbeck

7118 Wayne Dr.
Annandale, VA 22003

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Fair Districts for a Bright State

1 message

E. Bryant <ebryant784@gmail.com> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 1:14 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov
| am a concerned citizen of America and a voting resident of Virginia. In simple terms, do not allow partisanship to taint
our democratic processes. In other words, hire a nonpartisan consultancy to apply a strict mathematical algorithm to any

districting proposal you may come up with. | would also like the algorithm vetted by a third party, to ensure it is as neutral
as possible. | believe strongly that Virginia can lead the southern states in showing how to run fair elections and

redistricting.
You may contact me further if you have any questions,

Emille Bryant

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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We are counting on you..
1 message

Mary-Margaret <mmargcash@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 6:50 PM
To: "varedist@dIs.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

...to make this a non-partisan effort, based on math and communities of interest. An elected legislator’s personal interest
(i.e. preserving his/her district) should not be a factor in decision making. | am disappointed in the partisan wrangling over
who should draw proposed maps. That very disagreement shows the ugly truth that some legislators have their own best
interests in mind, rather than that of citizens.

Mary-Margaret Cash

Bon Air, Va.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Redistricting

1 message

Emily McPhie <ebm7554@gmail.com> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 12:49 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov
Please ensure that Virginia's district boundaries are based on geographically sensible lines and not on a partisan
gathering of like-minded voters. Personally, | want to live in a district where | have a REAL CHOICE BETWEEN
REASONABLE CANDIDATES from each party, hopefully both of whom are more to the middle of their parties’ platforms
rather than one candidate only, chosen by that party's extreme wing.

Please stop the partisan wrangling and let us be able to choose the best and most reasonable candidates! Virginia can
be a leader in a return to greater political sanity in the U.S. if you show the way by your rational, non-partisan actions.

Thanks -- Emily McPhie

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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citizen voice
1 message

Laura Fabian <9550birmingham@gmail.com> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 12:36 PM
To: "varedist@dIs.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

I moved into the first congressional district in 2020. | have lived in Virginia all my life. When | became aware of the first
district boundaries | was shocked. This small portion of Prince William county has nothing in common with the balance of
the district. We are a true suburb of Washington, D.C. while the rest of the district is in rural, even farming communities.

Our portion of the district is racially, ethnically and religiously diverse. We work in government and government related
entities. My interests do not coincide with small, far flung towns with little interest in the vast cultural and entertainment
opportunities near to us in Prince William County. Their transportation interests are vastly different from ours in this truly
metropolitan area of the first district.

| do not feel represented in any way by my congressman. He lives in the rural area of the district. | feel that when | take
his surveys or otherwise communicate with him he dismisses me out of hand. | am certain others in this area of the fist
district feel the same. | believe the vote history in Northern Virginia will show Prince William County voting one way and
Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula a very different way. | also fear that some of my neighbors may not be aware of their
lack of representation in Congress.

Laura Fabian

Sent from Mail for Windows

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Please decide on a nonpartisan mathematical audit
1 message
Karen Kallay <kakallay@gmail.com> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 12:20 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov
Cc: liz.white@onevirginia2021foundation.org, Fran Larkins <franlarkins40@gmail.com>

Dear Commissioners,

We have seen how easily doubt can be cast on even the most rigorously conducted elections. | fear something similar
will be tried in the Commission's work.

| believe that the strongest resistance to such an attempt would be if you hire a nonpartisan source to conduct a
mathematical audit of proposed maps.

Sincerely,
Karen Kallay, kakallay@gmail.com

(c) (540) 845-5545
Fredericksburg, VA 22401

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Mathematical audit
1 message

Robert Wilson <rdwilson837@gmail.com> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 12:10 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Please make sure the mathematical audit is a nonpartisan audit. As statisticians know how to lie with numbers, a
mathematical audit can be skewed to reach a predetermined result. The Commission seemed to rediscover it's purpose
August 23rd. The number of considerations that have been added through legislation, in addition to the raw head counts
will complicate audit's mission. Some concessions will no doubt have to be made. The Commission will need to take

pains to make the necessary compromises without the taint of partisanship.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Non-partisan Consultant
1 message

Jessica Larsen <jtrojak@gmail.com> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 12:04 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Commission Members,
Thank you for voting to begin the map-drawing process from scratch.

I'm writing to urge you to hire a nonpartisan consultant to apply an algorithm based on Virginia's criteria to any maps that
are considered and to ensure the redistricting process is as transparent and non-partisan as possible.

A Virginia Voter,

Jessica Larsen

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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redistricting
1 message

Rosemary Eckert <rmeckert@hotmail.com> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 11:52 AM

To: "varedist@dls.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

Pleased to learn of the vote to begin redistricting from scratch. Please continue to work in a non-partisan
manner using a mathematical redistricting audit.

Thank you

Rosemary Eckert

Warrenton Va

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6sORCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CY FibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Non partisan redistricting
1 message

Barbara Lidell <barbhawaii2@gmail.com> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 10:52 AM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

I'm an 80 yr old,, active citizen who wants our voting districts to be non partisan. | realize creating boundaries for districts
is a very difficult job due to many factors including density, topography and biases that we all have.

But | trust that those in charge love our country and want to do their best. Thank you for taking this on and good luck. You
have a difficult, but very important task with many pressures.

Thank you.
A lot of people are praying for you and sending good wishes and hope.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6sORCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CY FibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Redistricting

1 message
Cathy Brinkley <bereacat77@gmail.com> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 10:49 AM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

| am writing today to encourage you, as a committee, to consider only reasonable districts based on location and

numbers. Do not let whether my party or someone else's gets an advantage. That is not what the founding fathers
intended and certainly not what we deserve. Please, be as forthright and unbiased as any human can be in fulfilling this

duty.
Thank you,

Cathy A Brinkley

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6sORCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CY FibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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1 message

David Drachsler <ddrachsler@comcast.net> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 10:39 AM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

| urge you to abide by the spirit of the constitutional amendment setting up the commission and draw districts based on
the nonpartisan criteria in the amendment.

David A. Drachsler
250 S. Reynolds St.
Apt. 1310
Alexandria, Va 22304

Sent from my iPad

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Be fair

1 message

Daniel Giesy <dpgiesy@netscape.net> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 10:22 AM
Reply-To: Daniel Giesy <dpgiesy@netscape.net>

To: "varedist@dls.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

Cc: Daniel Giesy <dpgiesy@netscape.net>

Please include a non-political mathematical audit in the redistricting process to evaluate proposed redistricting maps
so as to insure that all voters have equal voices.

Thank you.

Daniel Giesy
dpgiesy@netscape.net

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Hiring a nonpartisan consultant to mathematically apply an algorithm based on
Virginia's criteria for maps
1 message

Randy Freed <jrandallfreed@gmail.com> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 10:09 AM

To: "varedist@dls.virginia.gov" <varedist@dls.virginia.gov>
Cc: Liz White <liz.white@onevirginia2021.org>, Trish Freed <freedsrt@verizon.net>

Dear Redistricting Commissioners,

Thank you for your recent vote to start afresh with maps, rather than making incremental adjustments to the existing
district lines.

As you move forward into the next critical phases of your work, | urge you to

« Hire a nonpartisan consultant to create the maps
« Direct the consultant to mathematically apply an algorithm based on Virginia’s criteria.

Using a modeling process to optimize across the multiple criteria is a clean, peer-reviewable, verifiable approach that can
give citizens — and legislators — confidence that the maps are being drawn in an objective, fair way.

Multicriteria decisionmaking has been around since the 1960s (Multiple-criteria decision analysis - Wikipedia) and the
map-drawing software that is now available can create boundaries that are based on algorithms for multicriteria
decisionmaking. These algorithms can evenly distribute population by district, maximize overlap with existing political

boundaries, maximize conformity with the “compact and contiguous” objectives, and maximize competition within districts.

As a voter, | earnestly seek a fair system of voting. Fairness starts with fair maps. A fair approach for drawing maps
would be to first agree upon the criteria; then agree on the relative weighting of each criterion; and then to use an
impartial model (with algorithms to mathematically operationalize the criteria) to draw the boundaries.

Keeping the process as transparent and mathematically clean as possible will give citizens and legislators assurance that
our democracy is based on the principle of fairness.

Thanks for your consideration, and keep up the good work.
Sincerely,

J. Randall Freed

6151 Hemlock Ct

Manassas VA 20112

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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Redistricting Virginia

1 message

fikober@aol.com <fjkober@aol.com> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 10:12 AM

Reply-To: fijkober@aol.com
To: "varedist@dls.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

Hello,

Please treat the redistricting plan as non-partisan. Do it with a mathematic algorism that
insures a fair redistricting map.

Cheers,
Frank Kober

1701 Browns Store Road
Heathsville, VA 22473

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6sORCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CY FibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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1 message

Nancy Ernst <neernst@centurylink.net> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 9:46 AM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Bravo on your recent decision to start from scratch on the redistricting in Virginia. | am writing you to encourage you to
hire an independent auditor to mathematically apply an algorithm to the new districts that are drawn. Many Virginians
have worked long and hard to end gerrymandering in this state, and now you have the opportunity to really get it right.My
best wishes to all of you in your continuing efforts to make the state of Virginia a model for fair voting districts.

Nancy Ernst
Lake Frederick, VA

Get TypeApp for Android

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1


http://www.typeapp.com/r
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Non-partisan consultant
1 message

freedsrt@verizon.net <freedsrt@verizon.net> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 8:30 AM

To: VaRedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Commissioners,

I’'m asking you to respect the wish of the voters and appoint a non-partisan consultant who will apply a logarithm based
on Virginia’s criteria to any maps that are under consideration.

We elected a bipartisan commission to act in the interests of the voters not the politicians and are watching and hoping to
see if you will comply with the wishes of Virginians.

Let’s cut out the partisan haggling and get on with the process of producing a fair and unbiased redistricting map.
Thanks very much,
Patricia Freed

Manassas, Virginia

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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We're counting on you
1 message

Lynn Dolnick <lynn.dolnick@gmail.com> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 8:07 AM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

You took a huge step toward making elections fair by starting with a clean slate. Thank you! Now please be sure to use
the best auditing system to be sure where the voters are - a nonpartisan mathematical one. Thank you for your service.
Lynn Dolnick

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6sORCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CY FibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Drawing of districts
1 message

Marcia McDuffie <secondwind@gmail.com> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 8:03 AM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

To the board: | thank you for deciding to begin anew from the census data in drawing voting districts. The current districts
have skewed local and regional state elections to a remarkable degree, not only by diluting the votes of targeted groups
but also in encouraging the emergence of more radical candidates in many districts such as mine (Congressional 5th

district).

| appreciate your dedication to service in Virginia and will follow your deliberations with intense interest.

Marcia McDuffie
1936 Emblys Gap Rd.
Roseland, VA 22967

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1


https://www.google.com/maps/search/1936+Emblys+Gap+Rd.+Roseland,+VA+22967?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1936+Emblys+Gap+Rd.+Roseland,+VA+22967?entry=gmail&source=g
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Fair redistricting
1 message

Ann McMillan <annhmcmillan@gmail.com> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 7:39 AM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

I’'m one of the many who volunteered with OneVirginia 2021 over several years. | went to polling places and talked to
voters about how both parties gerrymander - enabling those in power to choose their voters and not the other way
around.

Only one person out of hundreds ever told me they favored gerrymandering!

When my party came into power and some wanted to go through the process all over again, | urged my legislators not to
let the perfect be the enemy of the good. And so | care a lot that good should come out of this.

Please - adopt the fairest model of drawing district lines that is out there. Help Virginia model the democratic process for
the rest of the nation.

We are counting on you.

Ann McMillan

23238 Henrico voter

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Support for scientific basis for fair redistricting

1 message
Harriet <harrietmcguire@earthlink.net> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 6:33 AM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

I’'m in favor of your hiring a mathematical/statistical guru who can apply the same rigorous criteria to non-partisan analysis
of every proposed district map.

Harriet McGuire
3007 Russell Road / Alexandria VA 22305
Text: 703.298-9759

PTBWMZPYZMBRGWAUUS

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6sORCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CY FibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Redistricting

1 message

Susan Thompson <susanthom816@gmail.com> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 6:22 AM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Thank you for your continued work toward a non partisan mathematical audit for redistricting.

Sent from my iPhone

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6sORCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CY FibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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1 message

gynbarb@gmail.com <gynbarb@gmail.com> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 6:19 AM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear commission,
Thanks, in advance, to you all for your hard work to come. Please continue to rectify the very unfair system that we have,

re. Gerrymandering. Thank you so much!
Sincerely,
Virginia Barber, MD

Sent from my iPhone

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Audit

1 message

Michael Pan <71pan@cua.edu> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 6:13 AM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

It is time for an audit right now.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAI8CBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CY FibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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mathematical audit
1 message

Thomas Van Tiem <dtvantiem@gmail.com> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 5:30 AM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

| urge you to hire a nonpartisan consultant to mathematically apply an algorithm based on Virginia's criteria to
any redistricting maps that are considered.

Thomas Van Tiem

9541 12th Bay St
Norfolk, VA 23518

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAI8CBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CY FibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1


https://www.google.com/maps/search/9541+12th+Bay+St+Norfolk,+VA+23518?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/9541+12th+Bay+St+Norfolk,+VA+23518?entry=gmail&source=g
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REDISTRICTING COMMISSION VIRGINIA

1 message

Claude Simmons <crsimmons@mgwnet.com> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 4:48 AM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

I've been advised the Commission voted 12 — 4 to agree to begin w/ a blank slate to redraw boundaries of Virginia’s
boundaries for US House of Representatives. I'm pleased to hear the news of your agreement on this matter. | pray it
signifies that the Commission appreciates the value of Congressional Districts that reflect as fairly as possible the will of
their population. US House of Representatives also should reflect a similar support. Gerrymandering, whether imposed
by Republicans or Democrats, destroys our democratic system. It is incumbent on the Redistricting Commission to
ensure that Congressional District Boundaries fairly reflect the statewide will of our population as closely as possible.

| know you've got a tough job but it’s critical to our USA democratic system. Your work is appreciated.
Claude Simmons

Churchville, VA

gt Congressional District

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...

7



8/24/2021 Virginia Legislative Information Systems Mail - Nonpartisan

_mmm_ VA Redistricting <varedist@dls.virginia.gov>

LEGISLATIVE MAIL

Nonpartisan
1 message

Jim Walsh <jamesdwalsh@comcast.net> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 2:42 AM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Let’'s have a want a nonpartisan, mathematical audit!

Jim Walsh

900 Pendleton St

Alexandria, VA 22314

Email: jamesdwalsh@comcast.net
Ph or SMS Text: 347-450-5344
Cell or Text: 703-589-4944

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAI8CBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CY FibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1


https://www.google.com/maps/search/900+Pendleton+St+Alexandria,+VA+22314?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/900+Pendleton+St+Alexandria,+VA+22314?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:jamesdwalsh@comcast.net
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| want a non-patisian, mathematical redistricting
1 message

William May <wmay13241@yahoo.com> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 6:36 AM

To: "varedist@dls.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6sORCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CY FibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1



8/26/2021 Virginia Legislative Information Systems Mail - Nonpartisan mathematical audit

_ﬁmm_ VA Redistricting <varedist@dls.virginia.gov>

LEGISLATIVE MAIL

Nonpartisan mathematical audit
1 message

Mark Cochrane <mcochranebooks@gmail.com> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 10:00 AM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

I o 2 nonpartisan consultant to mathematically apply an algorithm based on
Virginia's criteria to any maps that are considered for redistricting.

Mark Cochrane

22030

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Please continue the good work with a non partisan redistricting
1 message

holt edmunds <holtedmunds@yahoo.com> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 10:33 AM
To: "varedist@dIs.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

My understanding is your commission will draw lines regardless of existing districts. And this is a
good thing.

Please do a good, non-partisan job. So many voters are cynical about how laws and districts and
patronage and revolving door government works. It will be a tribute to your decency and patriotism
to redistrict in an equitable, non partisan way.

Holt Edmunds
Richmond

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Support for Non-Partisan Redistricting Plan

1 message

Joshua Greene <kiddush18@yahoo.com> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 11:51 AM
To: "varedist@dIs.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

Dear Virginia Redistricting Commission,

| am grateful that the Commission voted on August 23, 2021 to do a "from the ground up" redistricting plan. | urge the
Commission to proceed in a non-partisan manner while respecting the need to reflect minority groups in any final
redistricting plan.

Sincerely,

Joshua Greene

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Using algorithms to determine fair redistricting
1 message

Lisa Coker <lisa_coker@yahoo.com> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 12:21 PM
Reply-To: Lisa Coker <Lisa_Coker@yahoo.com>
To: "varedist@dls.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

The non-partisan mathematical audit the commission discussed is a must for fair redistricting. | have been a resident of
Virginia since 1982, and am proud of the progress in equality and transparency | have been seeing in recent years.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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audit of any redistricting proposal
1 message

Carol Esteki <maryam1472@yahoo.com> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 2:20 AM
To: "varedist@dIs.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

Dear Redistricting Committee,

| would like to express my support of a nonpartisan mathematical audit of any redistricting proposal
that the committee comes up with. All of us, whether Democrat, Republican, third party, or
independent, need to know that the process has been properly audited to insure as fair a map as
possible.

Thank you.
Sincerely,

Carol Esteki
Sterling, VA

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Map preparation consultant hiring
1 message

KATHERINE HOFFMAN <kobbyhoffman@aol.com> Tue, Aug 24, 2021 at 2:03 AM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Virginia Redistricting Commission members,

Thank you for your recent vote to start from blank maps and for your transparency and public input consideration.
To implement your mission and for the public good, looking forward to the commission’s hiring of a non-partisan
consultant to from the ground up to mathematically apply your criteria to create Virginia’s Redistricting maps.
Thank you.

Regards,

Katherine Hoffman

112 Middlesex Drive

Charlottesville VA 22901-2608

434-295-2566

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6sORCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CY FibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Hire a nonpartisan mapping consultant!
1 message

Eric Johnson <ericejohn@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 10:58 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

| just got word that the commission may soon decide to hire a nonpartisan consultant to mathematically apply an
algorithm based on our expected criteria to any maps considered. YES! Please move forward with this plan. My current

(HoD) district runs from Chesapeake through rural Virginia up to Petersburg. There is nothing binding by this district.
Keep up the good work.

Eric Johnson

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Independent Evaluation Prior to Final Redistricting Recommendation
1 message

Ken Berger <kenbergerrva@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 10:49 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Virginia Redistricting Commission,

| believe your decision to start from scratch to determine redistricting, rather than starting by utilizing the existing
districting map as the basis, is the correct one.

It is my understanding that, in addition to utilizing partisan consultants for developing redistricting options, the
Commission is considering using a nonpartisan consultant to utilize an algorithm based on criteria you establish to
evaluate proposals and that you will publicly present the results prior to selection of a final recommendation. | strongly
support the use of an independent nonpartisan consultant to make this type of evaluation and to make those results
public before your Commission makes a final recommendation.

Should you require additional clarification, please contact me.

Thank you for your efforts.

Ken Berger

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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redistricting

1 message
Lynn Haynes <lynnhaynesaccess@yahoo.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 7:20 PM
To: "varedist@dIs.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

We have to have fair elections. We have to have nonpartisan elections. We must have districts
determined only by math, not parties.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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consultant
1 message

Annabel Gunsallus <agunsallus12@yahoo.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 7:25 PM
To: "varedist@dIs.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

Please proceed with your plan to hire a consultant who will apply an algorithm based on Virginia's criteria for drawing fair
electoral maps.

Thank you.

Annabel G. Gunsallus

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Non-partisan Mathematical Audit
1 message

Gayle <gturn52@yahoo.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 8:37 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Commission Members,

| am writing to advocate support and to request your commitment to ensuring transparency and fairness by securing the
services of a non-partisan mathematical audit contractor for any/all proposed district maps as soon as possible.

This non-partisan contractor should apply an algorithm based solely upon our State’s criteria to all considered maps
moving forward. Thank you.

Respectfully,

Gayle Turner
Resident North Chesterfield, VA

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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VA Redistricting process

1 message

barbara george <barbarageorge40@yahoo.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 8:59 PM
Reply-To: barbara george <barbarageorge40@yahoo.com>
To: "varedist@dls.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

Hello,

As an active and registered voter in Virginia, | am strongly in favor of the use of nonpartisan
consultants to mathematically apply an algorithm based on VA's criteria to any new maps that are
considered. It is essential that we get this right--fair, just, and ensuring representation and an
equal vote for everyone who is eligible to vote.

Barbara George
Alexandria, VA

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Mathematical, nonpartisan audit
1 message

frances lee-vandell <fleevandell@yahoo.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 9:13 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

To the commissioners of the Virginia Redistricting Commission,

You have an incredible chance to redraw the lines for voting districts using the best in technology.

Our eyes are on you, while we applaud your decision to remake the lines.

Virginia has Planning Districts that are compact, contigual and historically join together for their grouped governmental
grants and oversight. These boundaries also could be referred to as already shared and acceptable lines drawn

for counties.

Respectfully,

Frances Lee-Vandell

2860 Pea Ridge Road

Charlottesville, VA 22901

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1


https://www.google.com/maps/search/2860+Pea+Ridge+Road+Charlottesville,+VA+22901?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/2860+Pea+Ridge+Road+Charlottesville,+VA+22901?entry=gmail&source=g
https://overview.mail.yahoo.com/?.src=iOS
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Redistricting map
1 message

Amy Wharton <amyannwharton@yahoo.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 10:39 PM
Reply-To: Amy Wharton <amyannwharton@yahoo.com>
To: "varedist@dls.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

Dear Virginia Redistricting Commission,

Thank you for voting to start the redistricting process from a blank map. | support a fair and equitable mathematical
approach to redistricting. As you know, the Virginia Constitution requires voting districts to be "compact and contiguous."
We haven't had real compliance with that mandate for as long as | can remember. | support the creation of districts that
comply with both the letter and the spirit of that mandate. Virginians must join their voices together with those of their
neighbors, not strangers 100 miles or more away from them.

Thank you all so much for your service to the people of Virginia.
Best regards,

Amy Wharton
Albemarle County

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Drafting the districts

1 message

ROGER SOLES <MABRES@aol.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 10:38 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

| understand you’ve made progress on a non-
Partisan basis. Congratulations in reflecting the will of the people.

While we all wait to see the draft the non-partisan consultant’s algorithms produce, | personally am less concerned with
maintaining “communities of interest” as versus districts where communities are encouraged by their district lines to have
to work together to represent the best interests of all the citizens.

How weird the district’s borders appear Geographically is not the crux of the issue. We Americans must learn to live &
work together for our common good. Good gerrymandering can help develop well balanced districts where no special
group/race/ or interest has power over others and we must all work together.

Go for it.

Sincerely,

Roger E Soles

Sent from my iPhone
Roger E. Soles
703-314-5561 cell
703-527-0305 home

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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Partisanship for Virginia

1 message

Steve Fitzgerald <fitzunc1fan@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 10:32 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

There must be equal and fair representation in Virginia with bipartisan input for the committee to follow in the redistricting
process! To start rmapping from scratch is a step in the right direction!

Steve Fitzgerald

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Kudos and Hope

1 message

MusicAlchemist <mostalalchemist@aol.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 10:23 PM

Reply-To: MusicAlchemist <mostalalchemist@aol.com>
To: "varedist@dls.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>
Cc: "director@onevirginia2021.org" <director@onevirginia2021.org>
Greetings VRC Commissioners,
Thank you for voting to start Virginia's redistricting map with a "clean slate" in order to get it right.

So far, there has been transparency in this process, so | commend you for letting citizens know what is going on.

Next, | expect the VRC to hire a nonpartisan consultant who will apply a mathematical algorithm, that is based on our
criteria, to any maps that are considered.

Keep up the good work and | look forward to your next step in this process. Average citizens, like me, care and are
paying attention!

One Average Citizen, Jonathan

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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For a nonpartisan mathematical audit
1 message

Carlisle Levine <carlisle.levine@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 10:18 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Hello!

Thank you for the work you are doing helping to create fairer districts in Virginia. | applaud your plan to hire a nonpartisan
consultant to mathematically apply an algorithm based on Virginia's criteria to any maps that are considered.

Sincerely,
Carlisle J. Levine, PhD
Arlington, VA

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Non Partisan Consultant
1 message

Kathy Barnard <kgbarnar@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 10:09 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Please hire a nonpartisan consultant to mathematically apply an algorithm based on Virginia's criteria to any maps that

are considered.

Thank you

Kathy Barnard
Springfield, VA

Sent from my iPad

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6sORCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CY FibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Nonpartisan Mathematical Audit
1 message

dirich111 <dirich111@comcast.net> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 9:58 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Please move forward with a plan to hire a nonpartisan consultant to mathematically apply an algorithm based on
Virginia's criteria to any maps that are considered.

Thank you,

Dianna Richardson

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Maintain a nonpartisan redistricting process
1 message

Jodi Fisler <jfisler@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 9:48 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

First, | would like to thank the members of the Virginia Redistricting Commission for taking on the crucially important --
and excruciatingly difficult -- task of redrawing Virginia's legislative districts in an independent, fair, and nonpartisan
manner. | know you all volunteered for this task, and | suspect it is proving to be even more challenging than you
imagined when you signed on for the job. | heartily appreciate your efforts.

| would just like to voice my support for the Commission hiring a nonpartisan consultant and applying a mathematical
algorithm to the remapping process. | know it has been difficult for you to reach agreement about acceptable nonpartisan
advisors. | urge you to continue working together to identify people who can help move this process along in the way
Virginians intended when we voted to approve the redistricting amendment. | hope I'm not naive in thinking the
Commission can serve as a model for breaking through the intense political polarization that is staining our democracy.
Keep the faith, and thank you again for your perseverance.

Jodi Fisler

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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Use mathematical, nonpartisan audit criteria to evaluate the maps you consider
1 message

Tim Huson <tim@huson.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 9:37 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Redistricting Commission:
Thank you for your noble work. 1 live in Arlington and have been following your progress.

| encourage you to go ahead with the proposal to hire a nonpartisan consultant to mathematically audit any maps that you
consider using an algorithm that reflects Virginia's criteria.

Best of luck,
Tim Huson

2101 N Kenmore St

Arlington, VA 22201
tim@huson.com

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1


https://www.google.com/maps/search/2101%C2%A0N+Kenmore+St+Arlington,+VA+22201?entry=gmail&source=g
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Non-partisan Mathematically Created Voting Districts
1 message

cindy cartwright <cindycartwright@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 9:37 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov
Dear Virginia Redistricting Commission,

Thank you for voting today to start redrawing our voting districts from scratch. | trust you will continue, as a commission,
to remain transparent and listen to public input.

Please choose to hire a non-partisan, experienced consultant to apply a mathematical algorithm in the drawing of
Virginia’s new voting districts. Math is a non-partisan subject that can insure each district is developed without bias.

Thank you for the work you are doing to allow voters to choose their representation.

Cindy Cartwright

1404 East Market Street
Charlottesville, VA 22902
VA Delegate District 57
VA Senate District 25
US Federal District 5

Sent from my iPhone

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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keep it simple
1 message

Judy marie Johnson <renaissancewomyn@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 9:26 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

and fair..non-partisan! thanks, judy marie johnson 22902

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6sORCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CY FibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Audit

1 message

Lawrence Symonds <lhsymonds@aol.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 9:20 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

The audit MUST be non-partisan and mathematical. We spent 5 years working to assure there would be fair redistricting.
Anything less would be totally unacceptable.

Thank you,
Lawrence and Ann Symonds
Lynchburg 24502

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Support for nonpartisan mathematical audit
1 message

Karen Miller <ksmillr@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 9:03 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Thank you for your work on the Virginia Redistricting Commission.

Please count my vote for support of a non partisan mathematical audit of any redistributing plans you are considering. It is
important that Virginia shows we can redistrict in a nonpartisan way even though we have a bipartisan commission.

Thank you,
Karen Miller

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6sORCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CY FibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1



8/23/2021 Virginia Legislative Information Systems Mail - Make the process nonpartisan!

_mmm_ VA Redistricting <varedist@dls.virginia.gov>

LEGISLATIVE MAIL

Make the process nonpartisan!
1 message

Bob Killebrew <rbkillebrew@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 9:01 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6sORCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CY FibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Make fair maps
1 message

OAH <OAH@vyndicar.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 8:53 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Please work on a blank slate and don’t Gerrymander to either side.

Cheers, Olga Hernandez

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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redistricting - a mathematical non-partisan audit
1 message

egkirstein@aol.com <egkirstein@aol.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 8:48 PM

Reply-To: egkirstein@aol.com
To: "varedist@dls.virginia.gov" <varedist@dls.virginia.gov>
Cc: egkirstein@aol.com

| commend the Virginia Redistricting Commission’s bipartisan vote to start mapmaking from a blank slate.

As Board President Sharron Kitchen Miller said, “An overwhelming maijority of Virginians voted for a redistricting

process with unprecedented levels of transparency and public input, and today’s vote embodied this mandate."

Please continue to ensure the redistricting is done in a transparent way beginning with a mathematical, non-
partisan audit.

Edward Kirstein
7000 W Grace St
Richmond, VA 23226

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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Nonpartisan consultant
1 message

Marvin Wingfield <marvick2@comcast.net> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 8:40 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Redistricting Commission:

Please count me in as another supporter of the proposal to "hire a nonpartisan consultant to
mathematically apply an algorithm based on Virginia's criteria to any maps that are
considered.”

Thank you,

Marvin Wingfield
Lynchburg, VA

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAI8CBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CY FibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Thanks for starting from scratch on the districts.
1 message

Don Boileau <dmboileau@verizon.net> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 8:37 PM
Reply-To: Don Boileau <dmboileau@verizon.net>
To: "varedist@dls.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

As a Virginia resident for the last 40 years, | was pleased that you are starting from scratch. | hope that you had
looked at the PROCESS that students from 5 universities in the Commonwealth did one year to draw state and

congressional districts. Each School team used different assumptions on what made a district. Thus, | know it can
be done without any data from precinct voting records.

Don Boileau
dmboileau@verizon.net

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Non-partisan Mathematical audit
1 message

Susan Miller <susan.miller1417@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 8:34 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

To Virginia Redistricting Commission; | am following the redistricting process with interest and great hopes for a non-
partisan, transparent and fair result. Thank you for voting to start with a blank map. Now please choose a non-partisan
consultant to apply an algorithm based on Virginia's criteria.

Susan A Miller MD

susan.miller1417@gmail.com

1417 Grove Ave Richmond, VA 23220

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1


mailto:susan.miller1417@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1417+Grove+Ave+Richmond,+VA+23220?entry=gmail&source=g
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Redistricting

1 message

Stephanie Theofanos <stephanie.theofanos@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 8:06 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Virginia Redistricting Commission,

| urge you to hire a nonpartisan consultant to mathematically apply an algorithm based on Virginia's criteria to any
maps that are considered. In the interest of public confidence, please move forward with this plan.

Sincerely,

Stephanie S. Theofanos

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAI8CBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CY FibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Non-partisan, mathematical audit
1 message

Louise Kenny <lkenny1208@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 8:00 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Hi all of you smart, dedicated, forward-thinking members of the redistricting commission. You are serving Virginia and
your fellow Virginians so well by serving on this commission. You are truly doing the will of the people. Many, many
thanks.

| did want to really encourage you to apply a mathematical audit to the redrawn maps to make sure they are fair, non-
partisan and in the best interest of allowing citizens to choose their legislators. Please don’t allow yourselves to get
dissuaded from this important step.

We are really counting on you to break new ground and make our redistricting process and resulting maps all they can
and should be. You have it in your power. Go for it.

Louise Kenny, Alexandria

Sent from my iPad

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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please choose a nonpartisan methematical audit
1 message

Mary-Helen Sullivan <sulgray4@verizon.net> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 7:49 PM

Reply-To: Mary-Helen Sullivan <sulgray4@verizon.net>
To: "varedist@dls.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

| very strongly urge the commission to hire a consultant to apply an algorithm, based on Virginia's
criteria for fair redistricting maps, to the map that the commission draws up. Virginia voters want a
fair and transparent process and fair maps.

Thank you,
Mary-Helen Sullivan

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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audit
1 message

Dee Pendley <drdeep3@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 7:44 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Please hire a nonpartisan consultant to mathematically audit any maps produced.

Dr. Dee Pendley
Linden, VA

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6sORCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CY FibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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NON-PARTISAN Audit

1 message

sally field <sallymfield@hotmail.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 7:32 PM
To: "varedist@dIs.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

| would just like to pass on my opinion regarding the Re-districting Commission's work to draw the new
boundaries for the 2021 elections.

| feel VERY strongly that a non-partisan, mathematically based audit needs to be done to give the best
chance of making the district lines actually be non-partisan. There are mathematical models available that
are able to draw legislative lines free of partisan gerrymandering.

The electorate is to choose the legislature, the legislature is not to choose the electorate.

This process of redistricting CAN be done in an even, transparent, non-partisan way. Virginia passed an
amendment to make that possible. Do your job.

Sally M. Field
Fincastle

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Audit

1 message

John Surr <jvsurr@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 7:25 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

In proceeding with the redistricting, | hope that you'll hire a nonpartisan consultant to mathematically apply an algorithm
based on Virginia's criteria to any redistricting maps that are considered. That will help the public feel confident about the
objectivity of your results.

John Surr

jvsurr@gmail.com

250 Pantops Mtn. Rd., Apt. 7504
Charlottesville, VA 22911-8720
phone (434) 972-2854

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1


mailto:jvsurr@gmail.com
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We want maps to be nonpartisan
1 message

Gmail <joanna.hickman11@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 7:17 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

People deserve representation for their districts, not preservation of the status quo. Please vote for an unbiased
mathematical analysis of redistricting.

Joanna Hickman
Louisa VA

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Nonpartisan map
1 message

Jan Erkert <janerkert@spanglererkert.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 7:16 PM

To: "varedist@dIs.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>
Dear commission,
Thank you for voting to make the map a blank slate! Please hire a nonpartisan mapping company to fulfill the will of
Virginia voters!

Sent from my iPhone and | have to

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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1 message

Connie Porter <connieportertemp@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 7:07 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

| support the use of a nonpartisan mathmatical audit as part of the redistricting committee's process for creating an
optimum, explainable plan for new voting districts in Virginia.

Constance Porter
Resident
Charlottesville, Virginia

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Redistricting Maps

1 message

Tom Edmondson <tome50@verizon.net> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 7:08 PM
Reply-To: Tom Edmondson <tome50@yverizon.net>
To: "varedist@dls.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

Please use a nonpartisan, mathematical audit in considering proposed redistricting maps. Allowing the
commission to descend into bipartisan gridlock or back-scratching like the Federal Election Commission is
not at all what most Virginians had in mind in voting for the commission. Today's vote was a step in the right
direction. Thank you.

T. Edmondson
Alexandria

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Virginia Redistricting Commission
1 message

Thomas A. Wilson <tomwilsoncatalpa@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 7:06 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

| really want our Commission to take Virginia forward with steps that meet the voting requirements of the US Constitution
and that push forward a Vigorous Virginia that is built for all of us.

Yes, use good math intelligently and fairly without partisanship.
Tom Wilson

Thomas A. Wilson
taw@catalpa.org
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Please do the right thing for the PEOPLE not the politicians.

1 message

Ned Michie <nedmichie@aol.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 6:57 PM

Reply-To: Ned Michie <nedmichie@aol.com>
To: "varedist@dls.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>
Cc: Ned Michie <nedmichie@aol.com>

| was very very disappointed to read that your commission is looking to hire separate map
consultants. It would be a horrible outcome if you end up creating as many safe seats as you can
for each party even though such a map would have "bipartisan" support. The "partisan" part being
the whole problem!! | was also very very disappointed to read that you will consider the home
address of the person who happens to hold office now. It is not that individual's office. He or she
is just the current occupant. The process should not at all be aimed at protecting any individual
politicians.

| was then very glad to hear you voted to support starting the mapping from scratch and | certainly
hope you will support having one non partisan outfit doing a math audit. If we end up with a "bi-
partisan" map of safer seats -- you all have ENTIRELY FAILED in your mission.

| do very much thank you for taking on this thankless task that will not please everyone no matter
what -- just make sure it is the PEOPLE you are aiming to please and NOT the politicians who
happen to be holding the seats.

Ned

Edmund R. Michie

Attorney at Law

PO Box 11

Charlottesville, VA 22902-0011
Ph# (434) 296-1198

This electronic message transmission contains information from Edmund R. Michie, Esq. Attorney at law. The information may be confidential and/or
privileged and is intended to be only for the use of the individual or entity named above. If you are not the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure,
copying, distribution or use of the contents of this information is prohibited. If you have received this electronic transmission in error, please notify us by
telephone (434)-296-1198 or by electronic mail at NedMichie@aol.com

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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Public Comment Regarding Dissemination of Mapmaking Data and Analysis
1 message

Green, Rebecca <rgreen@wm.edu> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 7:05 PM

To: "varedist@dIs.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>
Cc: Robert Rose <rarose01@wm.edu>

Dear Virginia Redistricting Commission:

My colleague Rob Rose and | have co-taught a legislative redistricting and GIS class at William & Mary for
the last 3 years and we are doing so again this year. We are very much looking forward to our students
engaging in this process in real time.

To that end, we request that the commission make all data used (including the Racial Vote Analysis, and the
reattribution of prison data) available in useable format for members of the public in general and our
students in particular to use to draw compliant maps along with the Commission. Our students plan to
submit their maps to the Commission for consideration and can only do so effectively if they can access the
same data the Commission is using. The public can meaningfully take part in this process only if the
Commission makes a commitment to making all data it uses and produces immediately publicly available.

As you know, Virginia law, both in spirit and letter, requires immediate release of the all data and analysis
the Commission considers. Section 30-396(D) of the code requires that “All data used by the Commission in
the drawing of districts shall be available to the public on its website. Such data, including census data,
precinct maps, election results, and shapefiles, shall be posted within three days of receipt by the
Commission.” (emphasis added)

Thank you very much for your commitment to fair maps and to your dedication to a fair process. We very
much look forward to being part of this historical redistricting cycle.

All best,

Rebecca Green & Rob Rose

Rebecca Green

Professor of Practice

Co-Director, Election Law Program
William & Mary Law School
757-221-3851

rgreen@wm.edu

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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Robert A. Rose, Ph.D.

Executive Director

Institute for Integrative Conservation
William & Mary

Tel: 1-757-570-2050

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAI8CBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 2/2
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Nonpartisan mathematical audit
1 message

Leslie Cochrane <lesliecochrane@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 6:55 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

As a Virginia voter, | support hiring a nonpartisan consultant to mathematically apply an algorithm based on
Virginia's criteria to any maps that are considered for redistricting.

Leslie Cochrane
23188

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAI8CBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CY FibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Thank you for your vote
1 message

Elizabeth Christeller <echristeller@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 6:52 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Thank you for voting for a mathematical audit based on the new census. It may be a tough transition for some legislators

but starting from scratch is the right thing to do.
Elizabeth Christeller

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Audit

1 message

Wesley Craig <wescraig@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 6:48 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

| support a non-partisan mathematical audit of redistricting maps.

.wes

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAI8CBH6dw37edv9ir-zuDjwsW6CY FibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Support for Monday's Vote & a Nonpartisan Mathematical Audit

1 message
Steven Vogel <steven.j.vogel@earthlink.net> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 6:44 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Greetings:

| applaud the Virginia Redistricting Commission’s vote Monday to begin the map-drawing process from scratch, without
regard for existing electoral maps.

| understand the Virginia Redistricting Commission soon will be making a decision about hiring a nonpartisan consultant
to mathematically apply an algorithm based on Virginia's criteria to any maps that are considered.

In the interest of public confidence, | strongly urge the Commission to move forward with this plan.
Sincerely,

Steven Vogel

Falls Church, VA

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Please hire a NONPARTISAN consultant to evaluate proposed maps

1 message

Anne Geraty <moss8350@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 6:42 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

The independent redistricting committee received overwhelming citizen support because of its purpose to take partisan
politics out of the drawing of districts. Please move forward with a plan to hire a NON-PARTISAN consultant to evaluate
the maps. This committee is no place for partisan politics!

Thank you!

Anne Geraty

Crozet, VA 22932

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6sORCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CY FibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Redistricting

1 message

MARY DYKES <mdykes3805@aol.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 6:34 PM

Reply-To: MARY DYKES <mdykes3805@aol.com>

To: "varedist@dls.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>
I am very concerned about the redistricting process. We live in a horribly gerrymandered district and | hope that will be
corrected. But all of the partisan bickering within the commission leaves me pessimistic. | believe the agreement to start

from scratch could be a good sign. Let's hope so. Virginia, of all places, should be sure that everyone's vote will matter.

| was told before the election that this whole process is a charade, leading to an ultimate inability to agree and turning it
over to the state supreme court. I'm praying that that is not true and that we have some true believers in democracy on
the commission.

Thank you for serving on this important group and please don't let Virginia down.

Mary

Sent from the all new AOL app for Android

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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nonpartisan mathematical audit!
1 message

mchristina <mchristina@mm.st> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 6:31 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Thank you for all the good work you're doing. As a long time supporter of Virginia 2021 at every step of our redistricting
effort, | urge you to take the next strong step. Thank you, Marion Nelson

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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NonPatisian Audit

1 message

Gail Kropf <gailkropf@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 6:30 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Commission,

Please vote for a Non-partisan Mathematical Audit to continue the process.
Thank you so very much for all you have done thus far.

Gail Kropf

7507 Elba Road

Alexandria, VA 22306

240-418-0797

gail.kropf@gmail.com
Vaccination saves lives!

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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The virginia voters want a non partisan , equitable redistricting of Legislative

districts
1 message

Earl Rogers <earl.rogers@comcast.net> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 6:21 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Cc: Crady <rcacrady@aol.com>, Marcia Phillips <marcia_phillips@verizon.net>, Jane Newell <jane.newell@comcast.net>,
Carol Stephens <carterstephens69@icloud.com>, Edward <mazur2309@yverizon.net>, "noberger@aol. com"
<noberger@aol.com>, Ken Berger <KenBergerRva@gmail.com>, dulce Lawrence <dulcelawrence9967@yahoo.com>,
Marsha <marshakingcarter@gmail.com>

To the Virginia Redistricting Commission:

The Virginia voters have spoken and formed the VRC, AND DEMAND A FAIR, EQUITABLE, NON PARTISAN
Redistricting process of our legislative districts.

PLEASE DO YOUR JOB.
Respectfully;
Earl M.Rogers , M.S.,P.D.

LTC USAR ret
North chesterfield Virginia

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Nonpartisan Mathematical Audit
1 message

Ken Chasin <kenchasin1@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 6:20 PM
To: Virginia Redistricting Commission <varedist@dls.virginia.gov>
Cc: Liz White <liz.white@onevirginia2021.org>

I vote 'yes' to do the redistricting process by starting from a blank slate and creating all new Virginia election maps.

Ken Chasin

Mobile Phone: 508-246-6887|

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Today's Vote

1 message

Robert Wilson <rdwilson837@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 6:20 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Thank you for the vote taken today to honor the wishes of the voters who voted for Question 1, praying that it would end
the political gerrymandering that has characterized previous redistricting. Until today, | thought we had been deceived.
The vote to start with a blank slate and work with the census data within the parameters of the law without consideration
for how incumbent politicians would be effected restored credibility to the Commission.

There are politicians on the commission who treat politics as a blood sport. Please don't let them distract you. Stay on
the trajectory you approved today, and make Virginians proud.

Bob Wilson

Robert D. Wilson

949 Glenwood Station Ln #106
Charlottesville, VA 22901
rdwilson837@gmail.com

(434) 724-9068

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Nonpartisan mathematical audit—yes!
1 message

Marian Lapp <marianlapp@verizon.net> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 6:17 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov
Re: redrawing voting district lines:

This is one voting household in favor of a nonpartisan mathematical audit.

Sent from my iPhone
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Non-partisan mathematical audit
1 message

Lyn Gray <lynhowellgray@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 6:13 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

To Virginia Redistricting Commission
From: Linda H. Gray, Blacksburg, VA

| am pleased with today's decision to begin the Virginia redistricting map-drawing process from scratch.

| ask also that the Commission hire a nonpartisan consultant to mathematically apply an algorithm based on
Virginia's criteria to any maps that are considered. This will promote citizen confidence that the resulting maps
were done fairly.

Thank you,

Linda H. Gray
Blacksburg, VA

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6sORCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CY FibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Non partisan entity to draw non-gerrymandered redistricting maps
1 message

Elliott Dubin <elliottj1@verizon.net> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 6:09 PM
Reply-To: Elliott Dubin <elliottj1@verizon.net>

To: "varedist@dls.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

Virginia voters overwhelmingly voted for a commission that would draw non-
gerrymandered congressional district, VA House of Delegates districts,an VA
Senatorial districts. I wholeheartedly support this.

| suggest the Commission investigate whether any faculty members and/or advanced graduate
students at any VA university are willing and/or able to perform this task. It would be much less
expensive than private consulting companies.

Elliott Dubin
elliottj1@verizon.net
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Redistricting Commission
1 message

Lois Sandy <ljlsandy@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 6:07 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

| add my congratulations to the 12-4 voting tally that directed you to begin the nonpartisan process for setting up
congressional voting districts in Virginia. | know the lead-up has been contentious, but your hard work demonstrates the
hopes of most Virginians to have fairer elections for the next decade.

Now, | trust whatever is presented to the GA will demonstrate their strongest support. This is one Virginia citizen who
sends her heartfelt gratitude for your accomplishment! Best wishes for the hard work ahead!

Lois Sandy
Charlottesville/Albemarle County

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwp6s9RCAIBCBH6dw37edvir-zuDjwsW6CYFibhiMIoPKA/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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| vote yes on the non-partisan commission to work to establish new, fair,

1 message

Martha McCaslin <mimimccas@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 6:07 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov
population mapping for Virginia.voters.

Martha McCaslin
Fredericksburg, VA 22406
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good

1 message

Lwaddill <lwaddill@aol.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 6:07 PM
Reply-To: Lwaddill <lwaddill@aol.com>
To: "varedist@dls.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

A good decision today. Thanks.

Lorraine Waddill
North Chesterfield, 23236
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Redistricting

1 message

Stewart Brown <stb199@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 6:03 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Bravo on throwing out the old map and starting from a neutral "scratch" position! Best news I've heard all month.

Stewart Brown
Winchester, VA 22601
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Vote today

1 message

Benjamin ragsdale <benragsdale@verizon.net> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 5:59 PM
To: "varedist@dls.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

From a pretty partisan Democrat: Keep the politics out of this
process.

Thank you for that 12-4 vote today.

Ben Ragsdale
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Supporint a nonpartisan, mathematical audit
1 message

Carolyn Henly <cphenly@comcast.net> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 5:57 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

| am writing in support of your decision to begin the redistricting process from scratch, rather than using the terribly
gerry-mandered map we currently have. | am in complete support of a fair redistricting based in data, not in political

partisanship.
Thank you for your efforts on behalf of all Virginians.

Sincerely yours,
Carolyn P. Henly
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One of a 'Fairly small segment'
1 message

Amy O'Callaghan <whitead3@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 8:58 AM
To: VaRedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Redistricting members,

In a time when partisanship seems to rule the day and our existing framework appears deigned to push us ever more
toward extremes, the redistricting committee was a breath of fresh air and hope.

Democrats would have had the opportunity to redraw the maps, a group that | most often align with in voting as of late. |
supported giving that power to the committee instead, hopeful that this would pave the way to a better path. | am now
beginning to regret my support for the committee.

Please show that hope was not misplaced. Our politics cannot continue to function like this. Our country needs to allow
it's people to choose their representatives fairly.

Thank you for your hard work.

Sincerely,
Amy O'Callaghan
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Is the "Fox guarding the hen house?"
1 message

Fran Larkins <franlarkins40@gmail.com> Sun, Aug 22, 2021 at 4:28 PM
To: Brandon Hutchins <bhutchins@dls.virginia.gov>, Del Les Adams <deladamsredistricting@house.virginia.gov>, Del
Margaret Ransone <delransoneredistricting@house.virginia.gov>, "Del. Delores McQuinn"
<deldmcquinn@house.virginia.gov>, Delegate Marcus Simon <delmsimon@house.virginia.gov>, Greta Harris
<gharris@dls.virginia.gov>, James Abrenio <jabrenio@dls.virginia.gov>, Jose Feliciano <jfeliciano@dls.virginia.gov>,
Mackenzie Babichenko <mbabichenko@dls.virginia.gov>, Richard Harrell <rharrell@dls.virginia.gov>, Ryan McDougle
<redistricting@ryanmcdougle.com>, Sean Kumar <skumar@dlIs.virginia.gov>, Senator George Barker
<senatorbarker@gmail.com>, Senator Mamie Locke <district02@senate.virginia.gov>, Senator Stephen Newman
<sdnewman7@gmail.com>, Virginia Trost-Thornton <vtrost-thornton@dlIs.virginia.gov>, VA Redistricting
<varedist@dls.virginia.gov>

To our Commissioners -

One of the reasons so many Virginians (65%) voted for the Constitutional Amendment to establish the Virginia
Redistricting Commission is that they no longer wanted politicians to draw their own legislative districts and choose their
own voters. If you ignore current maps, there should be less reason to be concerned about incumbent protection.

| realize some of the citizen commissioners may feel the legislators on the Commission will give you the best advice on
redistricting which can be a very complicated process. Please consider, however, in this instance, whether the “fox may
be guarding the hen house.”

Please vote on Monday that districts will not be drawn using the current maps that are so terribly gerrymandered.

Thank you for your service on the Commission!

Fran Larkins
Fredericksburg, VA

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOxsQYUmsFfxgQR0aFefNOALB--cvWwc8n30d5mw4b0u4MP9/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permt...  1/1
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VA Redistricting Commission: Using incumbent addresses to draw maps
1 message

Jeffrey Elhai <elhaij@vcu.edu> Sun, Aug 22, 2021 at 12:58 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov, Mackenzie Babichenko <mbabichenko@dls.virginia.gov>, gharris@dls.virginia.gov,
jabrenio@dls.virginia.gov, jfeliciano@dls.virginia.gov, rharrell@dls.virginia.gov, bhutchins@dls.virginia.gov,
skumar@dls.virginia.gov, vtrost-thornton@dls.virginia.gov, delImsimon@house.virginia.gov,
delransoneredistricting@house.virginia.gov, sdnewman7@gmail.com, deldmcquinn@house.virginia.gov,
redistricting@ryanmcdougle.com, district02@senate.virginia.gov, senatorbarker@gmail.com,
deladamsredistricting@house.virginia.gov

Virginia voted 66% in favor of the redistricting amendment, almost twice as many in favor as opposed. Many voted
with the phrase ringing in their ears, "voters should choose their representatives rather than representatives choose
their voters". The commission voted to defy this sentiment and subvert the spirit of the amendment by permitting
the addresses of incumbents to be considered in the drawing of legislative boundaries.

The context was how to flesh out the requirement that a map, considered on a statewide basis, may not unduly favor
or disfavor any political party. One commissioner presented a hypothetical outcome: ten Democrat incumbents put in
the same district to compete with each other while Republican incumbents remained solitary. Would this scenario
disfavor a party on a statewide basis? On the face of it, the outcome would disfavor individual incumbents. Perhaps
packing incumbents of one party would lead to a statewide loss of seats. Maybe, maybe not. Political data and

projected electoral outcomes would seem to be a more direct measure of party rather than individual disfavoring. But

regardless, the argument rests on the assumption that the status quo occupies a privileged position, one that is to be
the standard for determining 'favored' and 'disfavored'. Needless to say, if the electorate supported the status quo,
they would not have voted overwhelmingly to replace the redistricting process that brought it into being.

Some commissioners argued that the tight schedule makes it impractical to draw a map without incumbent addresses

only to revise the map later when this information is available. True, but as Commissioner Simon pointed out, there is
no loss of time if addresses are not used at all.

Some worried that a map with incumbent clashes will not pass the General Assembly. The amendment indeed gives
the General Assembly veto power over the map. But only you can give it the additional power to determine where
the lines are drawn. You do this by abdicating your mandate and drawing lines on their behalf. Commissioner Abrenio
said it well: the job of the Commission is to draw a map as apolitically as possible. If members of the General
Assembly choose to thwart the work of the Commission, then let them face electoral consequences.

Nothing says 'representatives choosing their voters' so vividly as a process that protects incumbency. You can best
serve Virginia by listening to the millions of citizens who voted this Commission into existence and barring the use of
incumbent addresses.

Jeff Elhai

Jeff Elhai

Richmond, VA 23229

E-mail: Elhaid@VCU.Edu

Web: http://www.people.vcu.edu/~elhaij
BioBIKE: http://biobike.csbc.vcu.edu

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0xsQYUmsFfxgQR0aFefNOALB--cvWwc8n30d5mw4b0u4MP9/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permt...
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Lots of us are watching
1 message

Jerry Swerling <jerry.swerling@gmail.com> Sun, Aug 22, 2021 at 12:39 PM
Reply-To: jerry.swerling@gmail.com
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Contrary to what was said in a recent meeting, lots of people are watching your actions, and are appalled at the obvious
attempts to politicize the process and ignore the will of the voters who approved it in the first place.

Gerald Swerling

Richmond

Jerry

Jerry Swerling

Professor Emeritus, University of Southern California
Annenberg School for Communication and Journalism
310-430-8689

jerry.swerling@gmail.com

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOxsQYUmsFfxgQR0aFefNOALB--cvWwc8n30d5mw4b0u4MP9/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permt...  1/1
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Map making

1 message

Carla Heath <cheath340@icloud.com> Sun, Aug 22, 2021 at 10:08 AM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Commissioners,
Please do not let the media naysayers discourage you!!

From my virtual observations of Commission meetings, it has become clear to me that you are well aware of and making
good faith efforts to address the challenging task of complying with the US and VA constitutions; the Voting Rights Act
and Code of Virginia so as to avoid legal challenges AND taking account of concerns expressed by members of the public
as anticipated by the citizens who supported the establishment of the Commission. You have my sincere admiration and
respect. .

| do think your task would be easier if you agreed to enlist the help of ONE professional map-making organization.
Submitting two maps that are identified up-front as a) Democrat and b) Republican will be confusing for the public surely
affect responses from concerned citizens as well as political & redistricting junkies. To me, starting fresh makes the
most sense as Census data indicate state districts will have to be re-distributed.

Thank you for considering these thoughts.
Good Luck

Carla Heath

Lynchburg

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0xsQYUmsFfxgQR0aFefNOALB--cvWwc8n30d5mw4b0u4MP9/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permt...

7



8/22/2021 Virginia Legislative Information Systems Mail - WE DO CARE about Fair Voting!

o il
1] 1] VA Redistricting <varedist@dls.virginia.gov>

LEGISLATIVE MAIL

WE DO CARE about Fair Voting!

1 message

Sarah Dixon <sbirdwd@gmail.com> Sun, Aug 22, 2021 at 7:42 AM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov
Cc: Mo <sbwd@msn.com>

Dear Committee,
| am a very concerned citizen (along with MANY others) that wants to have fair elections in Virginia. My district was
unfairly sliced up during the last “drawing of the lines” and it goes from Tidewater to Fredericksburg.

PLEASE work together to allow ALL Virginians to have their voices heard and let every vote count. STOP
Gerrymandering and show the rest of America how fair elections can be held in our state. Let the lines be drawn by a
non-partisan committee.

WE DO CARE.
Thank you.
Sarah Dixon

104 Kathryn Court
Williamsburg, VA 23185

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOxsQYUmsFfxgQR0aFefNOALB--cvWwc8n30d5mw4b0u4MP9/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permt...  1/1
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Your work
1 message

Mary Barhydt <barhydt@cox.net> Sat, Aug 21, 2021 at 11:48 AM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

To: all members of the Virginia Redistricting Commission
From: a concerned citizen

| poured a lot of my life into the work that led to the creation of this commission. Now, | am 83 and unable to attend your
meetings, but | watch and listen and am extraordinarily disappointed by your partisan behavior. While | am disappointed
in the work of the Commission as a whole, my disappointment is strongest when listening to the elected officers of the
government, both Democratic and Republican. While you posture and blame each other, you each need to reread the
"raison d’etra" for the this commission. But you appear to be so busy worrying about your side losing in the elections
following your work, that you are sabotaging the will of the people who voted for this commission. We wished to have you
represent us and our communities, not protect currently elected officials.

It is equally disappointing that some of the citizen commissioners follow along with you, but it is your lack of bipartisan
leadership that is setting the example for them. Please remember why you really are there, and do the work of the people
of Virginia.

Thank you for your time and attention.

Mary Louise Antieau Barhydt
5555 Lakewood Drive
Norfolk, VA 23509
757-855-1440
barhydt@cox.net

Life isn't about waiting for the storm to pass;
It's about learning to dance in the rain.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOWIAL5N600Aj4WITrsxsxWJvgPIQKD8d_5wfTIGDy7uApP0/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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VA Redistricting Commission: How to cope with two map-drawing entities
1 message

Jeffrey Elhai <elhaij@vcu.edu> Sat, Aug 21, 2021 at 12:47 AM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov, mbabichenko@dlIs.virginia.gov, gharris@dls.virginia.gov, jabrenio@dls.virginia.gov,
jfeliciano@dls.virginia.gov, rharrell@dls.virginia.gov, bhutchins@dls.virginia.gov, skumar@dls.virginia.gov, vtrost-
thornton@dls.virginia.gov, delmsimon@house.virginia.gov, delransoneredistricting@house.virginia.gov,

sdnewman7@gmail.com, deldmcquinn@house.virginia.gov, redistricting@ryanmcdougle.com, district02@senate.virginia.gov,

senatorbarker@gmail.com, deladamsredistricting@house.virginia.gov
Hello VA Redistricting Commission members,

We can all feel Chair Greta Harris's despair near the end of last Tuesday's meeting (Aug 17). A split vote effectively sent
back to counsel the task of finding a map-drawing entity. "We just made our lives a lot more complicated", she sighed. It
looks like counsel will not be able to find a single map-drawing entity acceptable to the Commission. How will the
Commission deal with two?

There is a way, inspired by our common experience.

Suppose you and | agree to share one doughnut. We both want as much of it as possible. What procedure can we adopt
to ensure that the portions are equitable? "I'll cut the doughnut!" "No, | will!"

The solution is simple. One person cuts the doughnut, and the other person chooses which piece to eat. It doesn't matter
who cuts and who chooses. Either way, the incentives are in place to get as close to 50:50 as possible.

This insight has been adapted to redistricting, most recently by Palmer, Schneer, and DePalma, 1921 (I've attached a
copy of the paper). In brief, the authors simulate two opposing partisans redistricting various states (including Virginia).
One side starts by creating a map that defines *twice* the number of districts (e.g. 80 Senate districts). Then the other
side combines two adjacent districts to make one. Using this procedure -- called Define-Combine -- it makes little
difference which side makes the initial map. The predicted electoral outcome is about the same.

If you get two map-drawing entities from the two sets of counsels, then let them play Define-Combine (of course limited
by the guidance provided by the Commission). The map or maps made by this process can serve as the starting point for
the commission to move forward.

| propose this as a possible way out of the quagmire of two separate map drawers, but I'm not enamored with the idea.
The model presumes that the only motivation is partisan advantage, clearly not the case in Virginia, where Democrats
have worked with Republicans to preserve the status quo. Still, at this point, Define-Combine or something like it may be
the least bad choice left.

If you're willing to bend, then I think you'd get better results, and better optics, from starter maps that are computer-
generated based on well-defined priorities composed by the Commission (as has been suggested many times in previous
e-mails).

Jeff Elhai

Palmer M, Schneer B, DeLuca K (2021). Working paper. A Partisan Solution to Partisan Gerrymandering: The Define-

Combine Procedure. [https://maxwellpalmer.com/research/Palmer_Schneer_DelLuca_Define_Combine_Procedure.pdf]

Jeff Elhai
Richmond, VA 23229
E-mail: Elhaid@VCU.Edu

ﬂ Palmer-2020-Define-Combine-competitive-redistricting.pdf
1210K
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Sad thoughts

1 message

stuart dopp <stuartdopp75@gmail.com> Fri, Aug 20, 2021 at 9:38 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Having participated in One VA 2021 campaigns both at the polls and in other ways, | am distressed to see the
politicization of this redistricting process. | live in one of the most gerrymandered districts in the Commonwealth,
a ridiculous configuration that snakes through the country side from Jamestown to above Fredericksburg with no
rhyme or reason other than the ambitions of politicians. This kind of selfishness is a disgrace to our democracy
and an affront to those who have worked so hard to bring a more fair and rational approach to this sticky wicket.

I cannot be in Richmond on Monday morning, but will be there in spirit.
Thank you for serving and for, hopefully, honoring the best interests of all of us,
Virginia Stuart Dopp

5182 Rollison Drive
Williamsburg, VA 23188

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOWIALSN600Aj4WITrsxsxWJvgPIQKD8d_5wfTIGDy7uApP0/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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Let me tell you about my community
1 message

Jacqueline Roberts <j2302r@everyactioncustom.com> Fri, Aug 20, 2021 at 6:15 PM

Reply-To: j2302r@verizon.net
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Commissioner All Commissioners,

Thank you for serving on the very first Virginia Redistricting Commission. One of the most important jobs in this role is to
listen to public input and consider the needs of communities of interest across the Commonwealth. To that end, I'd like to
tell you a little about my community.

What does the Redistricting Commission need to know about your community?
| live in Eastern Henrico sandwiched between Laburnum Ave, Cedar Fork room, Creighton Road and Nine Mile Road.
Pleased with the support of the school board ( Henrico), Real Estate value, programs for citizens, etc.

Jacqueline L. Roberts

Sincerely,

Mrs. Jacqueline Roberts

5103 Bending Branch Ct Richmond, VA 23223-3362
j2302r@verizon.net

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOWIALSN600Aj4WITrsxsxWJvgPIQKD8d_5wfTIGDy7uApP0/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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Public Interest in Redistricting
1 message

Kathy Utgoff <kathy.utgoff@gmail.com> Fri, Aug 20, 2021 at 6:06 PM
To: "varedist@dIs.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

It is wrong to say that there is little interest in redistricting. That may have been true in the past because the citizens
never had a say in the process. Virginia voters are now much more aware of gerrymandering because they been shown
the contorted maps at many venues across the state and there has been much more media attention to the issue in
Virginia and in the US as a whole. Gerrymandering is no longer an arcane term. Two thirds of Virginia voters a
transparent commission. Now they are watching.

Kathleen Utgoff

6345 Waterway Dr.
Falls Church VA 22044

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOWIAL5N600Aj4WITrsxsxWJvgPIQKD8d_5wfTIGDy7uApP0/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Citizen Interest
1 message

Hoogakker, John <jhoogakker@wlu.edu> Fri, Aug 20, 2021 at 4:42 PM

To: "varedist@dIs.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

| write to help dispel the notion recently promulgated that there is limited citizen interest in the work of your Commission. It
is my observation, backed-up the the voter referendum that interest and expectations are high in improving delineation of
electoral districts. Please don’t confuse limited participation at early meetings, undoubtedly influenced by the pandemic
with lower enthusiasm. Virginia is interested - and watching!  John Hoogakker, Henrico, Virginia

Sent from my iPad

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOWIAL5N600Aj4WITrsxsxWJvgPIQKD8d_5wfTIGDy7uApP0/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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For the information of all of Virginia Redistricting Commissioners; from a concerned
Virginia citizen
1 message

Earl Rogers <earl.rogers1661@icloud.com> Fri, Aug 20, 2021 at 4:40 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov
Cc: Earl <Earl.rogers@comcast.net>

Speaker Filler -Corn
Delegate Adams
Senator Chase

Please see the below editorial in the Friday, August 20, 2021, Washington Post.
You are my elected officials representing me in the Virginia Legislation.

| need yall to encourage our Virginia Redistricting Commission to DO THEIR JOB!
This is ridiculous and is petty and juvenile, and must stop.

If our Redistricting Commission cannot get their act together and do the right thing for Virginia (and not their respective

party);
then PLEASE WORK TO REVERSE OR CANCEL THIS LAW
and we will go back to the bad ole days of Gerrymandering!!

Or reconstruct the Redistricting law to OMIT our legislators and appoint only non-partisan, non- legislator civilians. They
can not do any worse!!

I had such high hopes (as so many Virginians had) for this commission to develop rational , non partisan legislative
districts , so it is particularly painful for me (and Virginia) to see it devolve into such a petty , partisan ploy.

Feel free to share this with all 16 Redistricting commission members. Maybe such criticism will spur them to DO THE
RIGHT THING AND SERVE VIRGINIA FIRST.

Respectfully;
Your constituent:

Earl M. Rogers, M.S.,P.D
Northern Chesterfield Virginia

Begin forwarded message:

From: Earl Rogers <earl.rogers1661@icloud.com>

Date: August 20, 2021 at 3:41:30 PM EDT

To: earl.rogers@comcast.net

Subject: [The Washington Post] Opinions | Virginia’s new redistricting panel was supposed to make
democracy work better — but partisanship stands in the way

Opinions | Virginia’s new redistricting panel was supposed to make democracy work better — but
partisanship stands in the way

Before devising a single voting map, the system is stuck in partisan gridlock.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOWIAL5N600Aj4WITrsxsxWJvgPIQKD8d_5wfTIGDy7uApP0/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/2
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Opinion by the Editorial Board

The Post's ViewistOpinion: Virginia’s new redistricting panel was supposed to make democracy work better
— but partisanship stands in the wayist:Sen. George L. Barker (D-Fairfax), a member of Virginia's new
redistricting commission, on Aug. 2 in the Virginia State Capitol in Richmond. (Bob Brown/Richmond Times-
Dispatch/AP)£Opinion by the Editorial BoardstAugust 19 at 3:42 PM ETis:When Virginians voted nearly 2-
to-1 last fall to establish a bipartisan redistricting commission, the idea was to embrace a fairer method of
drafting the state’s political maps. There was certainly reason to hope for an end to the brazen incumbent-
protection racket that had prevailed for decades, enabling sitting lawmakers, helped by ever-more-deft
technological gizmos, to choose their own voters. But even before the commission has drawn a single state
legislative or congressional district, it is engulfed in tribal partisan skirmishing, precisely the opposite of the

between Republicans and Democrats, citizens and state legislators — was unable to agree on hiring a
single, nonpartisan lawyer to guide its work, settling instead for one affiliated with each party. Then, at a
similar impasse over hiring a firm to draft boundaries for congressional and state legislative districts, it opted

_____

compromise will win out in the end. But the dysfunction so far suggests a stalemate is likely this fall, when

the deadline arrives for the commission to produce agreed-upon maps.s&“They are going to bomb us for
this,” said Brandon Hutchins, a citizen commissioner from Virginia Beach, evidently worried about a public
backlash and not imagining his words would be caught on a hot mic in a meeting this week. Not to worry,
state Sen. George L. Barker (D-Fairfax) reassured him, adding that only a “fairly small segment” of the
which, if it continues down the split-lane highway of polarization, will end without producing agreed-upon
maps to present to the General Assembly for up-or-down votes. If that happens, it will mark a failure, the
latest bit of evidence that democracy is fraying throughout, and that elected officials are ill-equipped to fix
it.s# The commission’s rules allow any two of its legislator members of either party to block a proposed map,
a structure intended to promote compromise. If instead the outcome is an impasse, the enterprise will be
turned over to Virginia’'s Supreme Court, which will hire its own experts to do the job. That could lend
Republicans a partisan advantage; a majority of the court’s judges were appointed by past GOP-led
legislatures, although some have shown an independent streak.stDemocratic opponents of the commission
warned of that scenario. Yet even with its evident problems, the new system, which is mostly transparent, is
unlikely to produce maps as skewed as the old one, in which voting districts were drawn in secret by
majority-party lawmakers. That produced maps, crafted by Republicans after the 2010 Census, that diluted
minority voting clout so blatantly that they were struck down, twice, by the U.S. Supreme Court. If this year’s
effort ultimately falls to Virginia’s Supreme Court, it is unlikely to subject its own prestige to a similar
humiliation il don’t think we did a referendum to do the same thing we’ve done in the past,” said Greta J.
Harris, a citizen commissioner from Richmond. That’s exactly right: The panel was given a mission by
Virginia voters to strengthen and improve democracy. It is a charge the commissioners should start taking
more seriously

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2021/08/19/virginias-new-redistricting-panel-was-supposed-
make-democracy-work-better-partisanship-stands-way/

Download The Washington Post app.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOWIAL5N600Aj4WITrsxsxWJvgPIQKD8d_5wfTIGDy7uApP0/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 2/2


https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2021/08/19/virginias-new-redistricting-panel-was-supposed-make-democracy-work-better-partisanship-stands-way/
https://wapo.onelink.me/e76N/e2316c13
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Please stop the partisan posturing!!
1 message

Barbara Anderson <iowabja@gmail.com> Fri, Aug 20, 2021 at 2:40 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

| was very pleased and hopeful when the Redistricting Commission Amendment was passed overwhelmingly in last
year's election. Virginia voters sent a clear message that we wanted the decennial redistricting process taken out of the
hands of a partisan state legislature and into the hands of a more evenly represented bipartisan group of legislators and
citizens. By a 2-to-1 majority, Virginia voters said that they no longer wanted redistricting to be a partisan process.

It is distressing and infuriating to observe that you are still functioning in a partisan fashion, rather than as an even-
handed, collaborative group with a common goal of establishing congressional districts as objectively and fairly as
possible.

Please try harder to demonstrate your commitment to working together as a group rather competing factions working
against each other. We will all benefit from knowing that such a thing is still possible in Virginia, and we will all benefit
from the product of a collaborative rather than a competitive commission.

Sincerely,
Barbara Anderson

3109 Stony Point Road, Apt. C
Richmond, VA 23235


https://www.google.com/maps/search/3109+Stony+Point+Road,+Apt.+C+Richmond,+VA+23235?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/3109+Stony+Point+Road,+Apt.+C+Richmond,+VA+23235?entry=gmail&source=g
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Congressional Districts Northern Virginia
1 message

Mike Clancy <michaelclancy1@yverizon.net> Fri, Aug 20, 2021 at 10:57 AM
To: "varedist@dls.virginia.gov" <varedist@dlIs.virginia.gov>

Dear Commissioners:

As you draw the Congressional district maps, please address the 10 and 11th congressional districts in northern Virginia to
make them politically competitive so that the voters can choose their representatives not vice versa. The overwhelming goal of
the League of Women Voters, OneVirginia and the voters is politically competitive districts. The 11th is especially egregious. It
was intentionally drawn, zig zagging across Fairfax County splitting neighborhoods and then turning south into Prince William
County in order to heavily favor the democratic party incumbent. It will be a total failure of this process if the 11th district is not
redrawn fairly to provide for a competitive electoral process instead of the current exercise of simply anointing the incumbent.
It is simple to do: remove the Prince William County precincts, remove all the precincts inside of the Beltway (to the east of the
Beltway), and move the district west/outside of the Beltway and incorporate precincts from Loudoun County. Each of you can

easily draw districts at https://districtr.org/virginia. Thank you for your consideration and your commitment to the important
work ahead.

Michael Clancy


https://districtr.org/virginia
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Commission Guidelines and map drawers
1 message

Mike Clancy <michaelclancy1@verizon.net> Fri, Aug 20, 2021 at 9:26 AM
To: "varedist@dIs.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

Please post the final version of the Commission Guidelines document on your website.

Also, please identify the two map drawers.
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Let me tell you about my community
2 messages

Stephen Morris <stephenrmorris@everyactioncustom.com> Wed, Aug 18, 2021 at 10:10 PM
Reply-To: stephenrmorris@comcast.net
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Commissioner All Commissioners,

Thank you for serving on the very first Virginia Redistricting Commission. One of the most important jobs in this role is to
listen to public input and consider the needs of communities of interest across the Commonwealth. To that end, I'd like to
tell you a little about my community.

What does the Redistricting Commission need to know about your community? Here is another question -Why does
Augusta County continue having 3 Delegates and only 1 Senator --1 Delegate has Craigsville -Augusta Springs -Stuarts
Draft and Bath County -None of Highland County were Senator Deeds has Highland --Delegate Avoil has Highland -
Delegate Campbell should have Highland with Senator Deeds -No reason Augusta County should continue having 3
Delegates ,

Sincerely,

Stephen Morris

203 Hotchkiss Rd Churchville, VA 24421-2425
stephenrmorris@comcast.net

Stephen Morris <stephenrmorris@everyactioncustom.com> Thu, Aug 19, 2021 at 7:45 AM
Reply-To: stephenrmorris@comcast.net
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Commissioner All Commissioners,

Thank you for serving on the very first Virginia Redistricting Commission. One of the most important jobs in this role is to
listen to public input and consider the needs of communities of interest across the Commonwealth. To that end, I'd like to
tell you a little about my community.

What does the Redistricting Commission need to know about your community? A friend attended the local Republican
meeting and was told by a member of the Electoral Board that | continue to complain about the polling place being
Churchville Fire -l was the person who wrote the Department of Justice and they came inspected all the polling places in
Augusta County and most if not all FAILED ADA ---Big time -I continue working to get our MY community back into 1
district which will serve the citizens much better --Once again Churchville Fire is in t Pastures District not the North River
District where citizens have to vote --this makes NO sense --where these districts can be drew different and this can be
CORRECTED --t Pastures -Beverly Manor & North River can be changed to do just this -Let me also point Beverly
Manor School is used for a polling place for the Pastures and the County is planning on closing this school in the near
future built 2 new middle schools at t High Schools also note its not called Beverly Manor polling its called Cedar Green
located in the Pastures not the Beverly Manor -If you all pull Churchville Fire up and look at the parking places -very few
NO more then 25 and the poll workers take 4 of them -so not many for 1200 voters -sad that people have to park across
the street and walk -being Churchville Ave -Rote 250 which is very UNSAFE -Thanks for any all help with this .

[Quoted text hidden]


mailto:stephenrmorris@comcast.net
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Redistricting

1 message

Patricia Johnson <pavj1025@gmail.com> Wed, Aug 18, 2021 at 1:13 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Hello, | am concerned that the state committee consider the following points when drawing the new voter district maps:

o District maps should start from scratch, without regard to prior district lines
¢ Hire professional map makers to draw maps

« Disregard incumbent legislators addresses when drawing maps.
Using these guidelines will assure that Virginia’s voting districts give all citizens an equal chance to cast their votes and
that our elected officials best represent ALL voters. | vote for fair, unbiased elections without gerrymandering!

Thank you,

Patricia A Johnson
Virginia Beach, VA
Sent from my iPhone
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Redistricting the City of Fredericksburg

1 message

Meghan OConnor <meghanoconnor@hotmail.com> Wed, Aug 18, 2021 at 11:39 AM
To: "varedist@dIs.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

Dear Commissioners,

Good day. Congratulations on being selected for the redistricting committee for the Commonwealth of Virginia. We are
very lucky that Virginia has made the decision to embrace this method of redistricting as a better way to support all
Virginians as they select people to represent their local concerns.

As a resident of Fredericksburg for almost thirty years | am repeatedly struck by the perverse manner in which this
relatively small city is divided into two different voting districts for General Assembly representation and for US
congressional representation. As the commission begins its deliberation for redistricting, please consider making the city
of Fredericksburg ONE district for representation at both the Virginia General Assembly and the US Congressional level.

A single district would better reflect the political desires of this city and its needs.
Thank you for your work

Meghan O’Connor

Fredericksburg, Virginia



o il
"l! |11} VA Redistricting <varedist@dls.virginia.gov>

LEGISLATIVE MAIL

Redistricting

1 message

Gianna Miles <giannamiles@comcast.net> Wed, Aug 18, 2021 at 10:38 AM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

To Whom It May Concern?

It is vital that district lines be drawn by a TOTALLY non-partisan body in a TOTALLY non-partisan manner. Districts
MUST be drawn for the good of the people and the state and not for ANY partisan group or advantage. | urge in the
strongest terms that this be the case.

Thank you,

Georgianna Miles

Virginia Beach



o il
il |11} VA Redistricting <varedist@dls.virginia.gov>
LEGISLATIVE MAIL

Please treat Fredericksburg as a "community of interest"
1 message

Tres Seaver <tseaver@palladion.com> Tue, Aug 17, 2021 at 5:04 PM
Reply-To: Tres Seaver <tseaver@palladion.com>

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov, mbabichenko@dls.virginia.gov, gharris@dls.virginia.gov, jabrenio@dls.virginia.gov,
rharrell@dls.virginia.gov, bhutchins@dls.virginia.gov, skumar@dls.virginia.gov, deladamsredistricting@house.virginia.gov,
senatorbarker@gmail.com, district02@senate.virginia.gov, redistricting@ryanmcdougle.com,
deldmcquinn@house.virginia.gov, sdnewman7@gmail.com, delransoneredistricting@house.virginia.gov,
vtrostthornton@dls.virginia.gov, delmsimon@house.virginia.gov

Dear Commissioners:

First, thank you for the work you are doing on behalf of the

Commonwealth: | know that your job can present thorny problems, working
to balance different interests to achieve a fair and representative map

of Virginia's voting districts.

As a resident of the city of Fredericksburg, | am writing to request
that you classify Fredericksburg as a "community of interest" for
redistricting purposes.

My small city (28,000 residents, 10.5 square miles), is currently split
between House districts 28 and 88, which dilutes the city's voice in the
legislature, and creates confusion among voters (the lines between the
districts even split precincts, and divides the University of Mary
Washington).

Thank you for your consideration,
Best regards,
Kenneth W. "Tres" Seaver Il

20 Pawnee Drive
Fredericksburg, VA 22401-1111
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Comments Regarding Today's Meeting
1 message

info@nbnro.org <info@nbnro.org> Mon, Aug 16, 2021 at 11:11 PM
To: mbabichenko@dls.virginia.gov, gharris@dls.virginia.gov, jabrenio@dls.virginia.gov, rharrell@dIs.virginia.gov,
varedist@dls.virginia.gov, bhutchins@dls.virginia.gov, skumar@dls.virginia.gov, deladamsredistricting@house.virginia.gov,
senatorbarker@gmail.com, district02@senate.virginia.gov, redistricting@ryanmcdougle.com,
deldmcquinn@house.virginia.gov, sdnewman7@gmail.com, delransoneredistricting@house.virginia.gov, vtrost-
thornton@dls.virginia.gov, delmsimon@bhouse.virginia.gov

Cc: Michael Futrell <thefutrells2@gmail.com>, Tavorise Marks <tavorise.marks@gmail.com>, "L Maiden-McCray - Bridging
Gapz, LLC" <lois@maidenmccray.com>

The National Black Nonpartisan Redistricting Organization provides the following comments in response to The Virginia
Redistricting Commission’s meeting on August 16, 2021.
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. The Virginia Redistricting Commission (VRC) should issue a clear statement as it relates to the consistency of the

Census data released on August 12, 2021 and the data that will be released on September 30, 2021. If the
Commissioners are unclear as to the difference in the data being released, and they should not be, then the VRC
should expect the same from some members of the public.

. If the Commission is seeking to gain public confidence in its final determination, it must do a better job explaining

its actions and its determinations to the public in better detail.

. If the Racial Polarization Data is key to complying with the Voting Rights Act, then how can the VRC start drafting

boundaries on August 26, 2021 without the Racial Polarization Data that will not be made available until August
31, 20217

. Whose going to be checking the data provided by the VRC’s contractor On August 26, 2021 to ensure the

accuracy of that data and compliance with Virginia law? If it is determined later that this data is flawed, then the
whole process will be flawed.

. Why hasn’t the VRC'’s legal counsel provided a detailed legal opinion as to why August 12t August 26t or

September 30" is the legally sufficient date to start the 45-day time line? In its February 12, 2021 press release,
the U.S. Census Bureau announced that, “it will deliver the Public Law 94-171 redistricting data to all states by
Sept. 30, 2021.” There should be a written legal opinion stating that the data released on August 12, 2021
complies with Public Law 94-171 if the Commission intends to rely on that data to draw its redistricting maps.

. The VRC should be cautioned with tying its redistricting decisions to political considerations such as maps being

approved by a lame duck General Assembly session. If this is a concern, the VRC should consider going to Court
and seeking a stay in its final determination until a new General Assembly is seated in January 2022. There is a
legitimate legal argument that can be made that such a delay is reasonable based on the delays in the release of
the census data because of Covid.

. Will VRC legal council provide a legal opinion as to the sufficiency of the Racial Polarization Data provided to the

Commission?

. Since both legal counsels were unsure as to whether they or the Virginia Attorney general’s office would be

defending the VRC’s actions in Court, it would seem reasonable to provide a clear statement as to which counsel
would be representing the VRC in a legal challenge.

. Will the proposed subcommittee meetings be open to the public?
10.
. Overall there seems to be quite a bit of confusion on the Commissioners’ part as it relates to process and

Is the VRC subject to the Virginia Open Meetings laws?

requirements which is to be expected being that this is the first time a Commission has been tasked with drawing
redistricting maps. The VRC has hired four highly qualified attorneys who can provide the VRC with sound written
legal opinions and guidance to ensure its actions are legally sufficient and comply with State law. Seeking
counsel advice during a public hearing does not suffice for sound legal analysis and opinions. In the end, a good
legal team can and will pick apart this Commissions’ decisions and decision-making process apart if the VRC’s
determinations lack sound legal foundations. The VRC should seek to ensure that all of its actions are done with
an understanding that its determinations may be challenged in a Court of law and that they will be setting a
precedence for future redistricting commissions. Thus all effort should be made to develop a sound process that
can be defended and provide the foundation for future redistricting.



We hope that these comments are helpful. If we can be of any assistance, please let us know.

Phillip E. Thompsaon, Esq.
Executive Director

National Black Nonpartisan Redistricting Organization

Cell: 301-535-0488

Fax: 202-905-0057

Notice: E-Mail is not a secure method of Communication. By sending communications by e-mail, you have consented to
such method of communication. In addition, some communications may be privileged and confidential. All steps will be
made to protect all privileged and confidential information.



Dear Commissioners,

| am a citizen who grew up in Fairfax County writing to you to express my strong support for
hiring the Spatial Analysis Lab and the Digital Scholarship Lab at the University of Richmond as
your single nonpartisan mapdrawer; and my strong opposition to hiring two partisan
mapdrawers. Hiring two partisan mapdrawers to draw maps is a sure way to either create
dysfunction or to create an incumbent protection gerrymander.

First, it is unclear how two partisan mapdrawers would even work together. Would they each
draw their own maps and then the Commission would have to select one of the two maps as its
choice? Would they at first draw their own maps and then compromise on one map after seeing
each other’s ideal maps? Would they work together from the start to draw one set of maps? If the
first option, as Delegate Simon said, there is no way a supermajority of the Commission would
vote for either map. If either of the latter two options, this seems likely to lead to an incumbent
protection gerrymander, as the two mapdrawers come in with partisan goals and “compromise”
on protecting incumbents from both of their parties. In addition to being morally wrong and the
antithesis of what the people of Virginia expected from this Commission, those maps would also
be unlikely to clear a supermajority threshold, as a clear majority of citizen commissioners have
made clear they will not vote for any kind of gerrymander. In short, hiring two sets of partisan
mapdrawers is very likely to lead to failure.

Hiring the Spatial Analysis Lab and the Digital Scholarship Lab at the University of Richmond
as your single, nonpartisan mapdrawer, on the other hand, would set the Commission up for
success. These organizations clearly have a high degree of experience with mapping software.
They have run innovative mapping projects that often rely on the exact same Census data that the
Commission will rely on to redistrict. And they have a lot of experience with the geography,
demography, and population statistics of Virginia.

There is further no question about this group’s nonpartisan nature—all lawyers have agreed on
that. The only real objection is that the Republican legal firm questioned their experience, while
the Democratic legal firm did not. This is emphatically not a disagreement centered on
partisanship. It is simply a technical dispute regarding experience. It is my strong belief that this
firm has more than enough experience to do this job well, and also fulfills the difficult criteria of
being seen by all as nonpartisan. | implore you not to look at the upcoming vote on mapdrawers
as “right vs. left” but rather “right vs. wrong.” Hiring partisan mapdrawers would simply be
wrong for Virginia. Hiring a well-respected nonpartisan mapdrawer would be the right choice for
our state, and that’s true whether you are a Democrat or Republican.

Best,
Ankit Jain
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"Starting From Scratch” On Drawing Maps Would More Greatly Empower Voters &
Satisfy the Spirit of Amendment One

1 message

Jimmy Blackford <prairiegates@hotmail.com> Mon, Aug 16, 2021 at 12:26 PM
To: va redistricting commission off 2021 <varedist@dls.virginia.gov>

Greetings Commissioners:

My name is James B Blackford Jr. | reside in Richmond VA, where | voted yes on Amendment One. | ask
that commissioners move to implement the so-called "Start from Scratch" guidelines for drawing new
Virginia electoral maps. The citizens that | talk to place great importance on a commission that values
independence & that does not move to solidify the re-election chances of incumbents. Using the present
electoral maps as the starting point indicates to us that the commission has chosen the goal of protecting
incumbents. | do not fault the lawmakers for seeking that outcome. If | was a lawmaker, | might well support
that move. But | plead with commissioners to safeguard the larger interests of the Commonwealth when it
implements a "Start From Scratch" model that more greatly empowers Virginia voters.

Yours,

James B Blackford Jr.
310 S Cherry St
Richmond, VA 2322-


https://www.google.com/maps/search/310+S+Cherry+St+%0D%0A+%0D%0ARichmond,+VA?entry=gmail&source=g
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Fwd: mapping
1 message

sghdly@aol.com <sghdly@aol.com> Sun, Aug 15, 2021 at 10:16 PM
Reply-To: sghdly@aol.com

To: "varedist@dls.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

----- Original Message-----

From: sghdly@aol.com

To: varedist@dis.virginia.gov <varedist@dis.virginia.gov>
Sent: Fri, Aug 13, 2021 5:40 pm

Subject: mapping

Virginia voted for a fairer representation system. Please honor that vote by setting up a new system - not an "add-on"
to the existing system!

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOWIAL5N600Aj4WITrsxsxWJvgPIQKD8d_5wfTIGDy7uApP0/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1


mailto:sghdly@aol.com
mailto:varedist@dis.virginia.gov
mailto:varedist@dis.virginia.gov
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basis for redistricting should not be existing boundaries
1 message

Mark Heinicke <markjheinicke@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 16, 2021 at 12:22 AM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear members of the Virginia Redistricting Commission:

Thank you for the hard work you have already done, and best wishes for performing the even harder task ahead of you.
| beg you to create new legislative district boundaries by starting from the ground up. To use existing boundaries as the
basis for drawing new ones is a bit like using Rube Goldberg contraptions as a basis for designing a new car. The
process ought to be guided by fairness, logic, and facts, and not by tinkering with maps that were shaped by old biases
and political power struggles.

Thank you for your consideration of my views, and good luck!

Sincerely,

Mark Heinicke
Ruckersville, Virginia

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOWIAL5N600Aj4WITrsxsxWJvgPIQKD8d_5wfTIGDy7uApP0/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Redistricting

1 message

DONNA BARTH <donna.don@comcast.net> Sun, Aug 15, 2021 at 5:05 PM
To: "VaRedist@dIs.virginia.gov" <VaRedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

> e Original Message ----------

> From: Donald barth <donna.don@comcast.net>
> To: Don Barth <donna.don@comcast.net>

> Date: 08/15/2021 1:50 PM

> Subject: Redistricting

>

>

> REDISTRICTING
>

> Several thoughts-
>
> We redistrict every 10 years. So it is not too much to ask to start from scratch rather than using the existing maps as a
starting point.
> We must employ a company with expertise and unquestionable credentials to draw the redistricting maps using their
expertise as well as input from the commission members and citizens. Other states have drawn credible non-partisan
redistricting maps, can we not draw from their experiences and draw truly NON-PARTISAN maps?
> Non of our commissioners can be insurrectionists nor anti-democracy people. The legislative members should not be
allowed to “bully” the non-legislative members.

The most important thing is to have non-partisan, non racial fair districts so when we vote we are selecting our
government official rather than our government offical selecting their voter.

Don Barth

>
> Sent from my iPhone

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOWIAL5N600Aj4WITrsxsxWJvgPIQKD8d_5wfTIGDy7uApP0/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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Redistricting of Virginia
1 message

Lena Jackson <flute4god@gmail.com> Sun, Aug 15, 2021 at 8:55 AM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

To whom it may concern:
| am a concerned constituent of the 7th district. With all the talk of gerrymandering, | respectfully urge everyone

involved with this process to take a close look at the demographics of our communities. We all want to be heard and
represented accordingly. Thank you for your hard work and dedication.

Sincerely,
Lena Jackson

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOWIALSN600Aj4WITrsxsxWJvgPIQKD8d_5wfTIGDy7uApP0/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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Public Comment: Proposed Congressional Map
2 messages

Mark Hergott <m.hergott87@gmail.com> Sun, Jul 11, 2021 at 9:02 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov
Dear Commissioners,

I am submitting to you a proposed draft map for our state's congressional districts: https://davesredistricting.
org/join/5cd0b205-7c2d-404c-9bc4-8d6a654dfe8b. Given the demographic changes in the state since 2010, this map
creates four majority-minority districts rather than three as we have now. Districts 3 and 4 remain predominantly
Black/African American. Thus, this map complies with the Voting Rights Act. Furthermore, this map minimizes splitting
municipalities and counties to the extent possible and scores better than the current map on measures of compactness
including the Reock and Polsby-Popper metrics. Furthermore, | have tried to unite communities of interest (e.g. major
higher ed institutions in district 5- UVA, Liberty, James Madison). This map would also be quite competitive. Five districts
would likely be winnable by candidates of both parties. Districts 2, 5, 7, and 10 would have all backed both democrats and
republicans in statewide races since 2016. Additionally, democrats over the past 5 years would have generally won
District 1 by mid- to high-single digits, meaning that this district is likely winnable by a strong Republican candidate in a
favorable environment. To give a sense of the competitiveness of the districts, here are the results of 2016 presidential
and 2017 gubernatorial elections by district:

District 1: 51% Clinton, 43% Trump; 54% Northam, 45% Gillespie
District 2: 48% Trump, 46% Clinton; 52% Northam, 47% Gillespie
District 3: 62% Clinton, 33% Trump; 66% Northam, 33% Gillespie
District 4: 61% Clinton, 35% Trump; 63% Northam, 36% Gillespie
District 5: 50% Trump, 45% Clinton; 51% Gillespie, 48% Northam
District 6: 63% Trump, 32% Clinton; 64% Gillespie, 35% Northam
District 7: 49% Trump, 44% Clinton; 51% Gillespie, 48% Northam
District 8: 71% Clinton, 22% Trump; 74% Northam, 25% Gillespie
District 9: 68% Trump, 27% Clinton; 68% Gillespie, 31% Northam
District 10: 47% Trump, 46% Clinton; 51% Northam, 48% Gillespie
District 11: 64% Clinton, 29% Trump; 67% Northam, 32% Gillespie

| encourage the commission to consider this map for adoption.

Sincerely,
Mark Hergott

. map-image (3).png
LT 96K

Mark Hergott <m.hergott87@gmail.com> Sun, Aug 15, 2021 at 5:28 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov
Dear Commissioners,
| have updated my proposed map based on the new 2020 data: https://davesredistricting.org/join/5cd0b205-7c2d-404c-
9bc4-8d6a654dfe8b. Again, this map creates 4 majority-minority districts including 2 that are predominantly Black.
Additionally, 5 of the 11 districts would be highly competitive.

Sincerely,

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOWIAL5N600Aj4WITrsxsxWJvgPIQKD8d_5wfTIGDy7uApP0/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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Let me tell you about my community
1 message

Daniel Grogan <groganvision@everyactioncustom.com> Sat, Aug 14, 2021 at 1:57 PM

Reply-To: groganvision@gmail.com
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Commissioner All Commissioners,

Thank you for serving on the very first Virginia Redistricting Commission. One of the most important jobs in this role is to
listen to public input and consider the needs of communities of interest across the Commonwealth. To that end, I'd like to
tell you a little about my community.

Please do not start fr current Va districts which are atrocious. Rather start w a clean slate to keep communities of
interest paramount. Compactness is even more important for the resulting congressional maps.
I'm sure your task is much more challenging than most realize and will likely be a memorable but thankless job. Itis so
very vital to a vibrant democracy.

| live several blocks fr the Cville city limits in Albemarle Co. We now have 4 delegates for the greater Cville area
which is not good for cohesion and policy making. In the 80s, 90s and 00s we had only one delegate. Perhaps two is
the best solution but
not a district going to the WVa line as is now the case!

For 6 years I've worked to realize this amendment and your commission so please make Va. fair and proud to have maps
conducive to good government and competitive districts. Since gerrymandering started in Va ( 1788 Gov Patrick Henry
drew maps

purposely pitting Monroe vs Madison) we should be in the lead to tame this BEAST.

Sincerely,

Daniel Grogan

1612 Inglewood Dr Charlottesville, VA 22901-2649
groganvision@gmail.com

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOWIAL5N600Aj4WITrsxsxWJvgPIQKD8d_5wfTIGDy7uApP0/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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Let me tell you about my community
1 message

William Lankford <blankford2@everyactioncustom.com> Sat, Aug 14, 2021 at 12:05 PM
Reply-To: blankford2@gmail.com
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Commissioner All Commissioners,

Thank you for serving on the very first Virginia Redistricting Commission. One of the most important jobs in this role is to
listen to public input and consider the needs of communities of interest across the Commonwealth. To that end, I'd like to
tell you a little about my community.

What does the Redistricting Commission need to know about your community?

The local community should NOT be the basis for political boundaries. They should be designed to give as many people
as possible a chance to cast a meaningful vote. More difficult but worth while.

Sincerely,

Dr. William Lankford

1400 E Market St Charlottesville, VA 22902-5449
blankford2@gmail.com

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOWIAL5N600Aj4WITrsxsxWJvgPIQKD8d_5wfTIGDy7uApP0/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1


mailto:blankford2@gmail.com

8/14/2021 Virginia Legislative Information Systems Mail - Redistricting the City of Fredericksburg

o il
1 1111 VA Redistricting <varedist@dls.virginia.gov>
LEGISLATIVE MAIL

Redistricting the City of Fredericksburg

1 message

Trystan Bennett <trys.bennett@gmail.com> Sat, Aug 14, 2021 at 12:06 PM
Reply-To: trys.bennett@gmail.com

To: ++mbabichenko@dls.virginia.gov, +bhutchins@dls.virginia.gov, +deladamsredistricting@house.virginia.gov,
+deldmcquinn@house.virginia.gov, +delmsimon@house.virginia.gov, +delransoneredistricting@house.virginia.gov,
+district02@senate.virginia.gov, +gharris@dls.virginia.gov, +jabrenio@dls.virginia.gov, +redistricting@ryanmcdougle.com,
+rharrell@dls.virginia.gov, +sdnewman7@gmail.com, +senatorbarker@gmail.com, +skumar@dls.virginia.gov,
+vtrostthornton@dls.virginia.gov, varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Commissioners,

| am a resident of Fredericksburg City. | am writing to request that the Virginia Redistricting Commission redraw
Senate District 28 to include Stafford County, Fredericksburg City, and Spotsylvania County, and that the City of
Fredericksburg itself be contained in one House District (28 with Stafford), one Senate District (28) and one
congressional district (remain in the first).

Virginia law requires electoral districts to be drawn around communities of interest. Currently, Senate District 28 is a
sprawling leviathan that includes communities that have very little in common from Prince William County’s Rural
Crescent to the shores of Westmoreland County. Residents of these areas have very little in common culturally or
economically and, therefore, do not represent a community of interest.

Furthermore, Fredericksburg City’s population is only 28,000 and only 10.4 miles in size, yet is currently split into
multiple House districts (28 and 88). This split divides neighborhoods, such that on Lee Avenue, one side of the street
is in the 28th, and on side is in the 88th.

The current split also divides students at the University of Mary Washington, with on campus students in the 28th
and off campus and some University housing located in the 88th. The University is certainly a "community of interest
but housing is spread through different precincts.

The City itself is also absolutely a "community of interest." The City is a regional, national and worldwide destination
for lovers of history, nature, art, music, shopping, dining, and entertainment. We are a small community with shared
interests of preserving the Rappahannock River, celebrating our diverse community, advocating for increased school
funding, for efficient transportation solutions, and supporting our small business community.

As for the Senate District, a more appropriate district should be centered around Fredericksburg City. Stafford County,
Fredericksburg City, and Spotsylvania County have a strong community of interest. We eat at the same restaurants,
shop at the same stores, our families worship at the same churches, and we all consider ourselves from
“Fredericksburg”, as does most of the postal system. Senate District 28, therefore, should reflect that strong
community of interest and be drawn around Fredericksburg City; and our City should not be divided into multiple
House Districts. If the Commission is truly interested in eliminating gerrymandering, as all the pre-election campaigns
maintained, then these recommendations should make sense in light of our shared community centered around the
City of Fredericksburg.

Thank you,

Trystan C. Bennett
Resident, Fredericksburg, Virginia

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOWIAL5N600Aj4WITrsxsxWJvgPIQKD8d_5wfTIGDy7uApP0/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/2
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New redistricting maps must NOT start from the existing maps!
1 message

Tim Huson <tim@huson.com> Fri, Aug 13, 2021 at 11:21 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov
Dear friends:

| urge the redistricting commission to NOT start from current maps. Instead they should start with the maps produced by
the 2011 Independent Bipartisan Advisory Commission, or they should have their mapmaker create NEW initial maps.

The existing maps are based on gerrymandered districts intended to divide up the population taking into account voters'
party affiliations, in order to protect incumbents and/or to give an advantage to one party over the other. To start with a
district map that reflects the former corrupt gerrymandered process would be to embed that corruption into the new
district map. The districts should reflect the priorities intended by the new law passed by the voters, and those priorities
should NOT be to help one party, both parties, or current incumbents.

You must not start from the current maps! Do the right thing!
Thank you,

Tim Huson
Arlington, Virginia

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOWIAL5N600Aj4WITrsxsxWJvgPIQKD8d_5wfTIGDy7uApP0/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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Where to Start

1 message

Kathleen Utgoff <kutgoff@verizon.net> Fri, Aug 13, 2021 at 9:11 PM

To: "varedist@dIs.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

| live in Northern Virginia on a small lake that was cut in half by the districts drawn after
the 2010 Census. One of the halves is in Senate District 37, a district that has literally

been the poster child for extreme gerrymandering in Virginia.

Now that the Census has been delivered and the Virginia Redistricting Commission is
charged with drawing the maps in a very short amount of time, | want to express my
concern that the Commission has considered starting the map drawing process

using the existing maps, maps that have denied my neighbors any semblance of

a community that can speak with one voice to our elected representatives. The harm
that has been done to this area of Northern Virginia cannot be undone without radical
changes to district lines.

| watched the video where the Commission Chair said that the Commission has been

advised to start with the existing maps because of time constraints. | believe, however,

that the public will not have confidence in maps that started on the wrong foot. There

are other maps that can be used. Just one example is student maps that were part of a

competition after the last Census. There are other alternatives as well.

| congratulate the Commission on the groundbreaking work that you have done to
create maps that are fair to all Virginias. Now that the Census data is available, many
important decisions must be made in the next week. One of the most important of
those is how to start the process. | hope you will not choose to start with the existing
maps, when so many citizens are opposed to that approach.

Kathleen P. Utgoff
6345 Waterway Dr.
Falls Church, VA 22044

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0zLJ2GTwDOstIS88fFITNmpsi8oimUvcDyCA__gJOv_jh1b/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=t...
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Please Look At Our Voting District with Fresh, Informed Eyes!
1 message
marcia keener <marcia.keener@gmail.com>
To: VA redistricting Commission <varedist@dls.virginia.gov>
Dear Commission,

Please look at our voting districts afresh and see if we can address the deleterious effects of gerrymandering for our communities---in another recommended way, rather than using the old ge
"start" with existing maps and assume that they are valid and just need a little "tweaking." That would be a waste of great civic energy and voter direction and passion. We need the time and

PLEASE START WITH NEW MAPS!
Sincerely,

Marcia Keener
Fredericksburg, VA

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0zLJ2GTwDOstIS88fFITNmpsi8oimUvcDyCA__gJOv_jh1b/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=t... 1/1
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Starting fresh

1 message

Suzanne Fuhrmeister <suzannefuhrmeister@gmail.com> Fri, Aug 13, 2021 at 4:27 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Commissioners,

I was so happy the day | realized we would have a commission to redraw the electoral districts. As the time rapidly
approaches that you must present your redistricting recommendations, with so little time since receiving the census
results, | know the temptation would be to use existing maps. Please choose another path. Voters did not turn out and
vote to change the process just to work off the same gerrymandered maps.

Please choose another option.

Suzanne Fuhrmeister
Henry County, Va

Sent from my iPhone

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0zLJ2GTwDOstIS88fFITNmpsi8oimUvcDyCA__gJOv_jh1b/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=t... 1/1
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Let me tell you about my community
1 message

Jonathan Greenberg <MostalAlchemist@everyactioncustom.com> Fri, Aug 13, 2021 at 3:01 PM

Reply-To: MostalAlchemist@aol.com
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Commissioner All Commissioners,

Thank you for serving on the very first Virginia Redistricting Commission. One of the most important jobs in this role is to
listen to public input and consider the needs of communities of interest across the Commonwealth. To that end, I'd like to
tell you a little about my community.

What does the Redistricting Commission need to know about your community?

My community is a suburban working and retired community. There are families who need to stay safe even while there
are many visitors to the Wetlands, Pony Pasture and other aspects of the James River Park System in this area.

Common links between me and my neighbors are environmental stewardship, continued access to our local businesses
in nearby shopping centers, recycling efforts, water reclamation efforts and most importantly, improving education in our
public schools to make up for the interruption in learning caused by covid.

That means, living in the vicinity of both the Granite Hills and the Stratford Hills shopping centers plus Huguenot HS along
the fall of the James River is our microcosm within the greater Richmond area. We have put up with a lot of flat tires from
pot holes and road construction, destruction of precious trees that used to live here. That is why the main street was
named "Forest Hill Ave." However, it could be renamed "Tree Murder Alley" after what I've seen take place over the past
10 years.

| see a large community with shared political interests comprised of residents who live along the river and going west from
the end of Manchester, past Forest Hill Park through Bon Air, Stoney Point plus Powhatan and south past Midlothian
Turnpike (Rte 60).

Matters regarding the fall of the James River and resources in this area, affect residents equally. Common highway exits
from the Chippenham and the Powhite keep us coming and going together. We have retail centers plus farms and other
agricultural resource production enterprises that sustain us. We've been working together for so long, it would be a shame
to break up our societal success story. | think that as development continues westward through Moseley and Powhatan,
we will continue to share the same interests and requirements as we do now.

Downtown/Urban living and business to the northeast is a different community. Rural areas that are west of Cumberland
are also a different community, so | see the residents from Manchester to Powhatan and south to Hull Street Road (360)
as being mostly suburban and sharing the same resources. Thank you for considering my perspective.

Sincerely,

Mr. Jonathan Greenberg

2956 Hathaway Rd Richmond, VA 23225-1724
MostalAlchemist@aol.com

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0zLJ2GTwDOstIS88fFITNmpsi8oimUvcDyCA__gJOv_jh1b/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=t...
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As Economic Recovery Coordinator for the Cumberland Plateau Planning District Commission, | would
like to express support for preserving the community of interest in the deep coalfields of Southwest
Virginia that includes the counties of Buchanan, Dickenson, Russell and Tazewell. These localities share
many common goals — as well as common obstacles — that we are advancing and working to address
collectively. Among them is significant collaborative work to achieve universal broadband coverage
throughout the four counties, an effort that recently received a shot-in-the-arm thanks to a $15.6
million Virginia Telecommunications Initiative (VATI) award provided by the state. This project, which
will extend quality broadband service to 13,500 new potential connections, would not have been
possible without buy-in and participation from all four localities. Our aim as a region is to continue this
important work until universal coverage is achieved by 2024.

This community of interest is also linked by strategically important highways that feed economic
development efforts throughout the planning district. Four-lane highways including U.S. Route 19 and
U.S. Route 460 both provide connectivity to all major existing industrial development sites within the
community. Similarly, State Route 80, another vital transportation vein with significant tourism
importance, connects Russell, Buchanan and Dickenson counties from its intersection with U.S. Route 19
to Breaks Interstate Park, our region’s most significant tourism asset. It’s also worth noting that our
sister organization, the Virginia Coalfield Coalition, is working with two of these counties — Buchanan
and Tazewell — on the development of several new wireless cell towers to be constructed along U.S. 460
between Richlands and Vansant. This highway corridor provides access to the Southern Gap Business
Park to the west and the Bluestone Business Park to the east.

With these and other ongoing collaborative initiatives having considerable impact on economic and
community development in the deep coalfields, | urge the commission to consider leaving this
community of interest in tact.

Thank you.

Scotty Wampler



o il
11 111 VA Redistricting <varedist@dls.virginia.gov>
LEGISLATIVE MAIL

Redistricting the City of Fredericksburg

2 messages

Walter Sheffield <wjs@wshefflaw.com> Fri, Aug 13, 2021 at 12:38 PM
To: "varedist@dIs.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>, "mbabichenko@dls.virginia.gov"
<mbabichenko@dls.virginia.gov>, "gharris@dls.virginia.gov" <gharris@dls.virginia.gov>, "jabrenio@dls.virginia.gov"
<jabrenio@dIs.virginia.gov>, "rharrell@dls.virginia.gov" <rharrell@dls.virginia.gov>, "bhutchins@dls.virginia.gov"
<bhutchins@dls.virginia.gov>, "skumar@dls.virginia.gov" <skumar@dls.virginia.gov>,
"deladamsredistricting@house.virginia.gov" <deladamsredistricting@house.virginia.gov>, "senatorbarker@gmail.com"
<senatorbarker@gmail.com>, "district02@senate.virginia.gov" <district02@senate.virginia.gov>,
"redistricting@ryanmcdougle.com" <redistricting@ryanmcdougle.com>, "thdeldmcquinn@house.virginia.gov"
<thdeldmcquinn@house.virginia.gov>, "sdnewman7@gmail.com" <sdnewman7@gmail.com>,
"delransoneredistricting@house.virginia.gov" <delransoneredistricting@house.virginia.gov>, "vtrostthornton@dls.virginia.gov"
<vtrostthornton@dls.virginia.gov>, "delImsimon@bhouse.virginia.gov" <delmsimon@house.virginia.gov>

Cc: Delegate Joshua Cole <deljcole@house.virginia.gov>, "Richard H. Stuart, Sr." <richard.rhspc@gmail.com>

Dear Commissioners
August 13, 2021

Please redistrict the City of Fredericksburg as a single unit
In your plan.

We have a strong community of interest as a rapidly
growing City of the First Class. Among the purposes of
having our own Council, constitutional officers, school
system, public works and independent taxation are that our
issues and problems are distinct from those of our
neighbors.

Our voices are simply not being heard as a City because
we have been politically eviscerated to minimize any
influence we might have at the polls. For many years we
have been systemically smothered in Richmond by



politicians who primarily respond to Stafford and
Spotsylvania County.

Thank you,

Walter Jervis Sheffield
Fredericksburg
WJS@wshefflaw.com
1314 Sophia Street
Fredericksburg
Virginia

22401-3742


mailto:WJS@wshefflaw.com
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Start fresh with new maps
1 message

Carolyn <praizjc1@aol.com> Fri, Aug 13, 2021 at 12:09 PM
Reply-To: Carolyn <praizjc1@aol.com>
To: "varedist@dls.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

Hello,

I'm writing to convey my disagreement with the suggested use of the existing maps for redistricting
purposes. New maps should be drawn. Court intervened for 2 of the 3 sets of maps due to racial
gerrymandering. Many of the districts cut through communities in order to provide more racial
balance and that court intervention should be considered a temporary fix, like a Band-Aid.

We are long-term Staffordians and we operated our businesses here for nearly twenty years. Our
community is changing for the good. Trying to use the old 'jerry-rigged maps will undermine the
confidence and pride our citizens should have in our community. Stafford is an equitable
community to raise families in and the maps should reflect this accurately.

VIR,

Robert Jenkins
Carolyn Jenkins
31 Groves Lane
Stafford, VA 22556


https://www.google.com/maps/search/31+Groves+Lane++%0D%0A%0D%0A%0D%0A%0D%0A+Stafford,+VA+22556?entry=gmail&source=g
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Please Jettison Existing Maps
1 message

Bonnie Hershberg <hersh3b@gmail.com> Fri, Aug 13, 2021 at 11:03 AM
To: mbabichenko@dls.virginia.gov, gharris@dls.virginia.gov, jabrenio@dls.virginia.gov, jfeliciano@dls.virginia.gov,
rharrell@dls.virginia.gov, bhutchins@dls.virginia.gov, skumar@dls.virginia.gov, vtrost-thornton@dls.virginia.gov,
delmsimon@house.virginia.gov, delransoneredistricting@house.virginia.gov, sdnewman7@gmail.com,
deldmcquinn@house.virginia.gov, redistricting@ryanmcdougle.com, district02@senate.virginia.gov,
senatorbarker@gmail.com, deladamsredistricting@house.virginia.gov, varedist@dls.virginia.gov

I’m writing you as a long-time volunteer dedicated to fair redistricting in Va. | worked hard—as did scores of volunteers—
to educate Virginians and end what | considered an “incumbent protection program” in our state. | was elated to see
Virginians all over the Commonwealth overwhelmingly support the creation of the Commission to which you’ve now
dedicated yourselves.

Because of my commitment to good governance, fair maps, and transparency, I’'m appealing to you to avoid the
temptation to use existing maps as a starting point for drawing new maps.

I’'m sure you are aware of the multiple reasons to begin afresh but here are the ones that particularly seize me:

—1I believe that a genuinely fair process cannot be driven by partisanship. Starting with new maps, Virginia can be
less polarized and more pragmatic in its approach to solving the real problems of our citizens. As the fifth worst
gerrymandered state in the nation, Virginia would suffer from a real credibility gap if the Commission chose to make only
minor changes to the existing maps, perpetuating the problems that the the creation of the Commission sought to solve.
A likely result would be voter disillusionment. In other words, failure to start anew will undermine public confidence in not
only the ultimate maps but this brand new process.

—My guess is that like me, you're committed to racial and social equity in the creation of our maps. As you know,
two of the three sets of maps under which we currently operate are the result of court intervention to undo racial
gerrymandering. The regions affected by these changes are living under a band-aid, and many of the districts cut through
communities in order to provide more racial balance. You can redress this situation and ensure greater equity by starting
with a new process resulting in new maps.

—1I believe we have an obligation to set the right precedent for future commissions here and across the country by
saying that 45 days is not too short to do anything beyond tinkering. By this reasoning, Virginians will never get a fresh
start they voted for.

Many excellent alternatives to “adjusting” existing maps have been proffered so I'll only mention a few. To make your
work easier but to produce NEW maps, please consider, among the others, using computer-generated “starter maps,” of
which there are several; a “fairness report,” like the one available from the Princeton Gerrymandering Project; or "third-
party maps," like the ones put forward by the Citizen Advisory Board.

I’'m grateful that you have taken on this challenging task. You have been entrusted to make important decisions that will
affect the lives of all Virginians over the next ten years. | know you’re up to the task.

Best regards,
Bonnie Hershberg
Alexandria, Virginia
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Starting fresh

1 message

Carolyn Eldred <eldred.carolyn@gmail.com> Fri, Aug 13, 2021 at 10:49 AM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Commissioners,

| am writing to urge you NOT to begin Virginia's redistricting with the maps based on the 2010 Census (with their
subsequent tweaking). Instead, | urge you to begin with a clean slate based on the most recent available information.
Redistricting should be based on up-to-date population information from the very start of the process, rather than on the
"stale" data that informed the prior maps. | do not believe that speed or efficiency are enhanced by starting with the old
maps. If anything, a clean slate from the beginning will contribute to a fair and efficient process. Thank you.

Very respectfully, Carolyn A Eldred, 33 Denison Street, Fredericksburg


https://www.google.com/maps/search/33+Denison+Street,+Fredericksburg?entry=gmail&source=g
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Let me tell you about my community
1 message

Ali Faruk <farukam@everyactioncustom.com> Fri, Aug 13, 2021 at 8:55 AM
Reply-To: farukam@gmail.com
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Commissioner All Commissioners,

Thank you for serving on the very first Virginia Redistricting Commission. One of the most important jobs in this role is to
listen to public input and consider the needs of communities of interest across the Commonwealth. To that end, I'd like to
tell you a little about my community.

I'm tired of elected officials drawing themselves into safe seats so they can insulate themselves from challenges. often |
have worked hard to engage communities and involve them in the political process only to see them cut out of districts
and marginalized even further.

Sincerely,

Mr Ali Faruk

2811 Griffin Ave Richmond, VA 23222-3628
farukam@gmail.com


mailto:farukam@gmail.com
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Redistricting the City of Fredericksburg

1 message

Robert Keith Thomas <rkthomas2@gmail.com> Fri, Aug 13, 2021 at 8:42 AM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov, ++mbabichenko@dls.virginia.gov, +gharris@dls.virginia.gov, +jabrenio@dls.virginia.gov,
+rharrell@dls.virginia.gov, +bhutchins@dls.virginia.gov, +skumar@dls.virginia.gov,
+deladamsredistricting@house.virginia.gov, +senatorbarker@gmail.com, +district02@senate.virginia.gov,
+redistricting@ryanmcdougle.com, +deldmcquinn@house.virginia.gov, +sdnewman7@gmail.com,
+delransoneredistricting@house.virginia.gov, +vtrostthornton@dls.virginia.gov, +delmsimon@house.virginia.gov

Dear Commissioners,

Please do not start with the present districts. They divide
Fredericksburg in half or more. The town is certainly a community of
interest. Voters decided at the last election to abandon the
gerrymandered districts we now have and vested in you the authority to
change them. Start over and do it right.

R Thomas

Fredericksburg city
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Starting fresh

1 message

Cynthia Zimmerman <cbascetta@verizon.net> Thu, Aug 12, 2021 at 11:23 PM
Reply-To: Cynthia Zimmerman <cbascetta@verizon.net>
To: "varedist@dls.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

Over the past decade Virginia's maps have been fifth worst in the nation. To start with them as a template
and make minor changes will perpetuate the problems that were the impetus to create the Commission. You
don't have to start with a blank slate. There are plenty of alternatives that will yield a fairer result. Please
don't start with the status quo! -- Cindy Zimmerman, Stafford

Sent from the all new AOL app for Android

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0zLJ2GTwDOstIS88fFITNmpsi8oimUvcDyCA__gJOv_jh1b/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=t... 1/1
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Let me tell you about my community
1 message

Elizabeth Kelley <kelleyei@everyactioncustom.com> Thu, Aug 12, 2021 at 8:34 PM
Reply-To: kelleyei@aol.com
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Commissioner All Commissioners,

Thank you for serving on the very first Virginia Redistricting Commission. One of the most important jobs in this role is to
listen to public input and consider the needs of communities of interest across the Commonwealth. To that end, I'd like to
tell you a little about my community.

What does the Redistricting Commission need to know about your community?

The over 55 community | live in is diverse, energetic and dedicated to democracy. We come to the aid of our neighbors
and wouldn't think of asking what political party they belong to before that help is given. A democratic society doesn't fear
opinions of those different than themselves; they embrace, learn and grow from it. It is not right to redraw districts so one
political party has advantage over another and it's not the "self evident" truths that are talked about in the Constitution.
Fair and open delineations of districts will help heal the current divide among Americans that are being torn along party
lines. When the person with the most votes fairly and honestly wins a district and then goes on to represent those who
elected them, our democracy works just the way it should. Please be objective and honest when you take that pencil in
hand to draw district lines and make sure those lines do not divide us unfairly.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Kelley

2 Ashland Cir Fredericksburg, VA 22406-7492
kelleyei@aol.com

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0zLJ2GTwDOstIS88fFITNmpsi8oimUvcDyCA__gJOv_jh1b/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=t... 1/1
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Why the Virginia Redistricting Commission Needs To draw new maps without
consideration of existing district lines.

1 message

James Minor <jaminor06@gmail.com>

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov, mbabichenko@dls.virginia.gov, gharris@dls.virginia.gov, jabrenio@dls.virginia.gov,
jfeliciano@dls.virginia.gov, rharrell@dls.virginia.gov, bhutchins@dls.virginia.gov, skumar@dls.virginia.gov, vtrost-
thornton@dls.virginia.gov, delmsimon@house.virginia.gov, delransoneredistricting@house.virginia.gov,

sdnewman7@gmail.com, deldmcquinn@house.virginia.gov, redistricting@ryanmcdougle.com, district02@senate.virginia.gov,
senatorbarker@gmail.com, deladamsredistricting@house.virginia.gov

Is it true that the Virginia Redistricting Commission is considering using existing legislative
maps as a starting point in their map-drawing process because of the 45 day

timeframe? | could not believe that in Virginia in 2021 that the legal counsel would even

recommend such a fraudulent course of action. It is the coward's way out to accept it.

Virginia deserves better from their Commissioners and the legal counsel. | feel strongly this will undermine not

only the ultimate product, but also public confidence. | am hopeful that when presented with options somewhere between
starting from existing maps (which is unpopular and not ideal) and starting from zero (which is a daunting task), that you

will strongly consider one or more of them.

Why starting from existing maps is not only a bad idea, it is playing into the hands of politicians and corporate
interests seeking to protect their political cronies as opposed to protecting each Virginian's God-given right to
vote and have fair and equitable representation in their government.

Over the past decade Virginia's maps have been fifth worst in the nation. To start with
them as a template and make minor changes will perpetuate the problems that were
the impetus to create the Commission

In November 2020 Voters were overwhelmingly in favor of a new system established
in a constitutional amendment. Fulfilling their democratically determined mandate is
crucial for our state to move forward.

Virginia can be less political and more pragmatic to solve many real problems and get
better overall governance if we have fairer elections based on fairer maps.

2 of the 3 sets of maps are a result of court intervention to undo racial
gerrymandering. The regions affected by these changes are living under a band-aid,
and many of the districts cut through communities in order to provide more racial
balance.

It sets a bad precedent for future commissions to say that 45 days is too short to do
anything beyond making adjustments. By this reasoning, Virginia will never get a fresh
start.

Starting from existing maps also means starting with incumbent addresses and will
make it harder to assure Virginians that the final maps were not put in place to protect
incumbent politicians.

You are up against a very big task in just a matter of days and | truly believe that you will follow the harder right rather
than the easier wrong in this matter.Some alternative approaches you might consider:

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0zLJ2GTwDOstIS88fFITNmpsi8oimUvcDyCA__gJOv_jh1b/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=t...

VA Redistricting <varedist@dls.virginia.gov>

Thu, Aug 12, 2021 at 7:04 PM
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« Computer-generated “starter maps” - using an algorithm based on the legally-mandated criteria,
someone like Moon Duchin (Metric Geometry and Gerrymandering Group at Tufts University) could
quickly and easily create maps to use as a starting point.

« “Afairness report” - using the existing maps but running them through a fairness report like the one
available from the Princeton Gerrymandering Project. This would point out the biggest problem areas
and direct your attention to where the biggest changes need to happen.

« Equal Population map - starting from a map that is just districts determined by population and no
other criteria and adjusting from there.

Thank you for your time and attention. Don't let Virginia suffer for another 10 years as has been the result after the last
commission.

James A. Minor
COL USA(Retired)

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0zLJ2GTwDOstIS88fFITNmpsi8oimUvcDyCA__gJOv_jh1b/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=t... 2/2
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Starting Fresh

1 message

Juanita Channel <lj67brown@gmail.com> Thu, Aug 12, 2021 at 6:37 PM

To: mbabichenko@dls.virginia.gov, gharris@dls.virginia.gov, jabrenio@dls.virginia.gov, jfeliciano@dls.virginia.gov,
rharrell@dls.virginia.gov, bhutchins@dls.virginia.gov, skumar@dls.virginia.gov, vtrost-thornton@dls.virginia.gov,
delmsimon@house.virginia.gov, delransoneredistricting@house.virginia.gov, sdnewman7@gmail.com,
deldmcquinn@house.virginia.gov, redistricting@ryanmcdougle.com, district02@senate.virginia.gov,
senatorbarker@gmail.com, deladamsredistricting@house.virginia.gov, varedist@dls.virginia.gov

| was dismayed to hear that the Commission has plans to start with existing Virginia maps to establish new maps. |
don’t believe that’s what we had in mind when we voted overwhelmingly in November for the Redistricting
Commission Amendment. You don’t have to fully understand gerrymandering to know something is wrong with the
current maps when you view how the lines have been drawn. Fulfilling the democratically determined mandate is
crucial for our state to move forward.

Unfortunately, | don’t have a solution to this problem, but | hope you will consider a method that will sufficiently
address problems with current maps.

Thanks for reading my concerns.

Leta J. Channel
183 Hyannis PI
Fredericksburg, VA 22406

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0zLJ2GTwDOstIS88fFITNmpsi8oimUvcDyCA__gJOv_jh1b/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=t...
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Drawing VA's new maps
1 message

julie ciccarone <julieciccarone@yahoo.com> Thu, Aug 12, 2021 at 11:55 AM
To: "mbabichenko@dls.virginia.gov" <mbabichenko@dls.virginia.gov>, "gharris@dls.virginia.gov" <gharris@dls.virginia.gov>,
"jabrenio@dls.virginia.gov" <jabrenio@dls.virginia.gov>, "jfeliciano@dls.virginia.gov" <jfeliciano@dls.virginia.gov>,
"rharrell@dIs.virginia.gov" <rharrell@dIs.virginia.gov>, "bhutchins@dls.virginia.gov" <bhutchins@dls.virginia.gov>,
"skumar@dls.virginia.gov" <skumar@dls.virginia.gov>, "vtrost-thornton@dls.virginia.gov" <vtrost-thornton@dls.virginia.gov>,
"delmsimon@house.virginia.gov" <delmsimon@house.virginia.gov>, "delransoneredistricting@house.virginia.gov"
<delransoneredistricting@house.virginia.gov>, "sdnewman7@gmail.com" <sdnewman7@gmail.com>,
"deldmcquinn@house.virginia.gov" <deldmcquinn@house.virginia.gov>, "redistricting@ryanmcdougle.com"
<redistricting@ryanmcdougle.com>, "district02@senate.virginia.gov" <district02@senate.virginia.gov>,
"senatorbarker@gmail.com" <senatorbarker@gmail.com>, "deladamsredistricting@house.virginia.gov"
<deladamsredistricting@house.virginia.gov>, "varedist@dls.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

Dear Members of the Redistricting Committee,

First | want to thank you for your willingness to serve on the redistricting committee. | know this an awesome
responsibility that will take a significant amount of your time.

| am writing to respectfully request that the committee start from a blank slate when drawing our new districts. Starting
with a blank slate will accomplish several important things:

1) Allow the committee to look at Virginia with fresh eyes which is what is so desperately needed;

2) Give confidence to Virginians that the committee truly is independent;

3) Ensure all Virginians' votes count; and

4) Help moderate the extreme tendencies of both parties by drawing truly competitive districts.

| realize that given the release of the census data, the timeframe to draw the districts is short but | hope you will still
commit to starting with a blank slate.

These maps will impact not only the next ten years in Virginia but will be an example to the rest of the country
demonstrating the benefits of independent redistricting commissions.

Thank you for your consideration of my request.
Sincerely,

Julie M. Ciccarone
Alexandria, VA

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0zLJ2GTwDOstIS88fFITNmpsi8oimUvcDyCA__gJOv_jh1b/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=t... 1/1



8/13/2021 Virginia Legislative Information Systems Mail - Redistricting the City of Fredericksburg

_mmm_ VA Redistricting <varedist@dls.virginia.gov>

LEGISLATIVE MAIL

Redistricting the City of Fredericksburg

1 message

Danae Peckler <dapeckler@yahoo.com> Thu, Aug 12, 2021 at 11:39 PM

To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov, mbabichenko@dls.virginia.gov, gharris@dls.virginia.gov, jabrenio@dls.virginia.gov,
rharrell@dls.virginia.gov, bhutchins@dls.virginia.gov, skumar@dls.virginia.gov, deladamsredistricting@house.virginia.gov,
senatorbarker@gmail.com, district02@senate.virginia.gov, redistricting@ryanmcdougle.com,
deldmcquinn@house.virginia.gov, sdnewman7@gmail.com, delransoneredistricting@house.virginia.gov,
vtrostthornton@dls.virginia.gov, delmsimon@house.virginia.gov

Dear Commissioners,
My name is Danae Peckler and | am writing to express my interest in redistricting in the City of Fredericksburg.

As a small but dynamic city with an engaged citizenry, Fredericksburg has been mistakenly divided into two districts and,
as a “community of interest” we ought not to be divided so crudely into two halves. It has come to my attention that:

e The split districts divide neighborhoods, for example currently on Lee Ave., one side of the
street is in the 88th and the other side is in the 28th.

e The current split divides students at the University of Mary Washington, with on campus
students in the 28th and off campus and some University housing located in in the 88th. The
University is certainly a "community of interest" but housing is spread through different
precincts.

e The City is a "community of interest." The City is a regional, national and worldwide
destination for lovers of history, nature, art, music, shopping, dining, and entertainment. We
are small community with shared interests of preserving the Rappahannock River and our
historic built environment, celebrating our diverse community, advocating for
increased school funding, for efficient transportation solutions, and supporting our small
business community.

Many thanks for your consideration of my email & your dedication to see in the best interests of the citizens of the
Commonwealth, not just it’s politicians.

Sincerely,

Danae Peckler
Fredericksburg, VA, resident who is not sure which district she actually lives in...

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0zLJ2GTwDOstIS88fFITNmpsi8oimUvcDyCA__gJOv_jh1b/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=t...
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Starting fresh

1 message

judy rhoday <rhodayjudy@yahoo.com> Thu, Aug 12, 2021 at 10:28 AM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Please consider alternatives to starting with the exciting BADLY gerrymandered district maps!

Sent from my iPad

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0zLJ2GTwDOstIS88fFITNmpsi8oimUvcDyCA__gJOv_jh1b/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=t... 1/1
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Redistricting Fredericksburg

1 message

Rick Pullen <rick.pullen@verizon.net> Thu, Aug 12, 2021 at 6:23 PM

Reply-To: Rick Pullen <rick.pullen@verizon.net>

To: "varedist@dls.virginia.gov" <varedist@dlIs.virginia.gov>, "mbabichenko@dlIs.virginia.gov"
<mbabichenko@dls.virginia.gov>, "gharris@dls.virginia.gov" <gharris@dls.virginia.gov>, "jabrenio@dls.virginia.gov"
<jabrenio@dls.virginia.gov>, "rharrell@dIs.virginia.gov" <rharrell@dls.virginia.gov>, "bhutchins@dls.virginia.gov"
<bhutchins@dls.virginia.gov>, "skumar@dls.virginia.gov" <skumar@dlIs.virginia.gov>,
"deladamsredistricting@house.virginia.gov" <deladamsredistricting@house.virginia.gov>, "senatorbarker@gmail.com"
<senatorbarker@gmail.com>, "district02@senate.virginia.gov" <district02@senate.virginia.gov>,
"redistricting@ryanmcdougle.com" <redistricting@ryanmcdougle.com>, "deldmcquinn@house.virginia.gov"
<deldmcquinn@house.virginia.gov>, "sdnewman7@gmail.com" <sdnewman7@gmail.com>,

"delransoneredistricting@house.virginia.gov" <delransoneredistricting@house.virginia.gov>, "vtrostthornton@dls.virginia.gov"

<vtrostthornton@dls.virginia.gov>, "delmsimon@house.virginia.gov" <delmsimon@house.virginia.gov>
Commissioners,

Please do not allow Fredericksburg to continue to be split between two House of Delegates districts in the future (or
State Senate or Congressional Districts). As you know, this caused a major headache during one recent election when
voters were handed the wrong ballots. The election was so close, the error might have affected the outcome. It's
impossible to know.Please let's avoid this in the future by not splitting up the city.

Also, Fredericksburg is its own community and your task is to keep our community of interest together when we vote.
Good luck and thanks for your attention.
Rick Pullen

PS: If you're ever looking for a good novel to read, | can offer a few by a Virginia writer!

Rick Pullen

Author

Naked Ambition (Best Seller)

Naked Truth (Finalist for Silver Falchion Award)
The Apprentice (First in a Serial)

RickPullen.com

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0zLJ2GTwDOstIS88fFITNmpsi8oimUvcDyCA__gJOv_jh1b/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=t...
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1 message

Charlotte Hollings <charlottehollings@gmail.com> Thu, Aug 12, 2021 at 6:16 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov, mbabichenko@dlIs.virginia.gov, gharris@dls.virginia.gov, jabrenio@dls.virginia.gov,
jfeliciano@dls.virginia.gov, rharrell@dls.virginia.gov, bhutchins@dls.virginia.gov, skumar@dls.virginia.gov, vtrost-
thornton@dls.virginia.gov, delmsimon@house.virginia.gov, delransoneredistricting@house.virginia.gov,
sdnewman7@gmail.com, deldmcquinn@house.virginia.gov, redistricting@ryanmcdougle.com, district02@senate.virginia.gov,
senatorbarker@gmail.com, deladamsredistricting@house.virginia.gov

Dear Commissioners,

Many of us worked hard to get politics out of redistricting.
The old system was unfair in so many ways and when the
public was made aware of how districts were drawn, they
voted overwhelming to move the task away from just
politicians. If you start the process with the old maps, we
will be moving backwards, not forwards. | hope that you
will consider other options that will be more fair and
representative of the population than the old system.
Thank you for the work that you're doing and please help
to rid Virginia of political gerrymandering.

Thank you, Charlotte Hollings
Lancaster, VA

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0zLJ2GTwDOstIS88fFITNmpsi8oimUvcDyCA__gJOv_jh1b/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=t... 1/1
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Starting fresh!!!

1 message

Robert Keith Thomas <rkthomas2@gmail.com> Thu, Aug 12, 2021 at 5:39 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov, mbabichenko@dlIs.virginia.gov, gharris@dls.virginia.gov, jabrenio@dls.virginia.gov,
jfeliciano@dls.virginia.gov, rharrell@dls.virginia.gov, bhutchins@dls.virginia.gov, skumar@dls.virginia.gov, vtrost-
thornton@dls.virginia.gov, delmsimon@house.virginia.gov, delransoneredistricting@house.virginia.gov,
sdnewman7@gmail.com, deldmcquinn@house.virginia.gov, redistricting@ryanmcdougle.com, district02@senate.virginia.gov,
senatorbarker@gmail.com, deladamsredistricting@house.virginia.gov

Dear Members:

It is dismaying to hear that the commission is seriously considering
using the existing district maps as a starting point in creating new
districts. These districts are gerrymandered already which is
precisely what we worked so hard to end. There is time to work with
existing groups to define new districts. To do otherwise would betray
the public that voted to create this commission.

R Thomas

Fredericksburg

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0zLJ2GTwDOstIS88fFITNmpsi8oimUvcDyCA__gJOv_jh1b/u/0?ik=91c2b2cca8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=t... 1/1
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1 message

info@nbnro.org <info@nbnro.org> Thu, Aug 12, 2021 at 3:42 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov, mbabichenko@dlIs.virginia.gov, gharris@dls.virginia.gov, jabrenio@dIs.virginia.gov,
rharrell@dls.virginia.gov, bhutchins@dls.virginia.gov, skumar@dls.virginia.gov, deladamsredistricting@house.virginia.gov,
senatorbarker@gmail.com, district02@senate.virginia.gov, redistricting@ryanmcdougle.com,
deldmcquinn@house.virginia.gov, sdnewman7@gmail.com, delransoneredistricting@house.virginia.gov, vtrost-
thornton@dls.virginia.gov, delmsimon@bhouse.virginia.gov

Cc: Michael Futrell <thefutrells2@gmail.com>

Dear Virginia Redistricting Commission Members:

The National Black Nonpartisan Redistricting Organization (NBNRO) is still concerned with the Virginia Redistricting
Commission continuing to hold meetings during workday hours. Many of the people who are the least represented in the
redistricting process cannot take off one, less known two days straight during normal workhours to attend these important
meetings. In addition, holding a meeting at 8:AM in Richmond is all but saying that the Virginia Redistricting Commission
is not concerned about citizens and voters who live outside the Richmond area and would need to drive two to three
hours to get to Richmond to attend a meeting.

Early morning hearings and meetings were always a tool of the Virginia General Assembly to ensure that public
participation on certain legislative proposals would be limited to only the very committed; or those with Richmond
addresses; or people with the resources to stay overnight in Richmond. This Commission like those legislators are
tasked with doing the people’s business. The NBNRO and many of our citizens did not vote for a Constitutional
Amendment to create a redistricting commission to only have that commission temper down public participation in the
process by holding meetings at inopportune times.

We hope that in the immediate future as this process moves forward the Virginia Redistricting Commission will make the
time of its meeting more opportune for those citizens unable to miss work to attend an important government hearing
and/or meeting. They say time is money, and many people in this state can’t give up that time, so let’s please take them
into account in your scheduling decisions in the future.

Phillip E. Thompson, Esq.
Executive Director

National Black Nonpartisan Redistricting Organization

Cell: 301-535-0488

Fax: 202-905-0057

Notice: E-Mail is not a secure method of Communication. By sending communications by e-mail, you have consented to
such method of communication. In addition, some communications may be privileged and confidential. All steps will be
made to protect all privileged and confidential information. If you receive this e-mail in error, please disregard all
information in the message.
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Please don't use existing maps
1 message

Janet Martin <janet5204martin@gmail.com> Thu, Aug 12, 2021 at 3:36 PM
To: mbabichenko@dls.virginia.gov, gharris@dls.virginia.gov, jabrenio@dls.virginia.gov, jfeliciano@dls.virginia.gov,
rharrell@dls.virginia.gov, bhutchins@dls.virginia.gov, skumar@dls.virginia.gov, vtrost-thornton@dls.virginia.gov,
delmsimon@house.virginia.gov, delransoneredistricting@house.virginia.gov, sdnewman7@gmail.com,
deldmcquinn@house.virginia.gov, redistricting@ryanmcdougle.com, district02@senate.virginia.gov,
senatorbarker@gmail.com, deladamsredistricting@house.virginia.gov, varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Commissioners: | know today is the big day - the data has arrived. Now the hard work starts!

| am taking this special moment to write to you to ask that you DO NOT start this round of redistricting with the existing
maps.

| have a number of reasons for asking this:

1) using existing maps will only ensure that current gerrymandering is perpetuated. Our current districts are often drawn
in tortured ways to divide communities and ensure incumbent protection. A fresh start would give all of the
Commonwealth a better chance at having a truly representative government and give the commission a better chance at
keeping communities of interest together.

2) If you start from existing maps that means you will be implicitly starting with incumbent addresses already baked into
the process. | implore you to NOT consider incumbent protection either explicitly or implicity when drawing our new maps.
| understand that for the elected officials on the commision this will be an extremely hard ask but | would urge the citizen
members to push back as hard as you can so as to give all of Virginians, not just our elected officials, a fair voice in how
our districts are created.

| understand that staring at a blank sheet of paper can be a daunting experience. But when it comes to drawing new
maps for the Commonwealth that is not your only choice. You have a number of other options, including:

1) a computer-generated “starter map”. You could use an algorithm based on the legally-mandated criteria which could
quickly and easily create many maps that you could use as a starting point. | understand that Moon Duchin (Metric
Geometry and Gerrymandering Group at Tufts University) has access to some tools that could be very helpful if this is the
option you choose.

2) Another option might be to use "a fairness report” like the one available from the Princeton Gerrymandering Project.
This would point out the biggest problem areas of our current maps and let you know where changes could have the best
impact.

3) You could start with the maps created in 2011 by students in the LWV/Wason Center Competition or the maps put forth
by the 2011 Citizens Advisory Commission. While these maps are a decade old - they would be a better start than the
current maps (which, by the way, are also a decade old) that were created specifically with political considerations in
mind.

| wish all of you the best of luck. The next 45 days could be the beginning of a new era for the Commonwealth. We can
show the rest of the United States that Politicians and Citizens can work together to create a more open, fair, and just
society by starting with ending political and racial gerrymandering!

All the best,
Janet Martin

Springfield, VA
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Drawing Virginia Redistricting Maps
1 message

Robert Choplin <choplinr@gmail.com> Thu, Aug 12, 2021 at 4:11 PM
To: mbabichenko@dls.virginia.gov, gharris@dls.virginia.gov, jabrenio@dls.virginia.gov, jfeliciano@dls.virginia.gov,
rharrell@dls.virginia.gov, bhutchins@dls.virginia.gov, skumar@dls.virginia.gov, vtrost-thornton@dls.virginia.gov,
delmsimon@house.virginia.gov, delransoneredistricting@house.virginia.gov, sdnewman7@gmail.com,
deldmcquinn@house.virginia.gov, redistricting@ryanmcdougle.com, district02@senate.virginia.gov,
senatorbarker@gmail.com, deladamsredistricting@house.virginia.gov, varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Redrawers:

¢ Over the past decade Virginia's political district maps have been poorly designed. Please do not start
with them as a template. That perpetuates the problems that have been the impetus to create the
Redistricting Commission

¢ In November 2020, Virginia citizens voted for a constitutional amendment to end gerrymandering.
Fulfilling this mandate with entirely new political districts that reflect a balance of differing opinions
and voters is mandatory to have the voters pick the candidates as opposed to the candidates picking
the voters. This is crucial for our state to move forward.

¢ An improved balance of voter opinion within a district encourages candidates willing to work with
people with differing opinions to solve many real problems and get better overall governance.

e Some of the current maps are a result of court intervention to undo racial gerrymandering. There is
still a need to improve these districts.

e Useable, but not necessarily final maps should be developed within 45 days and time for adjustments
should be set aside as needed to accomplish the task of redrawing maps that consider previous
demographics in an area, current demographics in an area, and projected demographics in an area.

e Suggestions for non gerrymandered maps can be obtained from multiple sources.

o Computer-generated “starter maps” - using an algorithm based on the legally-mandated criteria,
someone like Moon Duchin (Metric Geometry and Gerrymandering Group at Tufts University) could
quickly and easily create maps to use as a starting point.

e “Afairness report” - using the existing maps but running them through a fairness report like the one
available from the Princeton Gerrymandering Project. This would point out the biggest problem areas
and direct your attention to where the biggest changes need to happen.

e Equal Population map - starting from a map that is just districts determined by population and no
other criteria and adjusting from there.

Robert H. Choplin
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Let me tell you about my community
2 messages

Michael Beer <michaelabeer@everyactioncustom.com> Thu, Aug 12, 2021 at 3:02 PM
Reply-To: michaelabeer@yahoo.com
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Commissioner All Commissioners,

Thank you for serving on the very first Virginia Redistricting Commission. One of the most important jobs in this role is to
listen to public input and consider the needs of communities of interest across the Commonwealth. To that end, I'd like to
tell you a little about my community.

PLEASE Start with new maps....not the gerrymandered/current maps. You don't need to know anything about Arlington.
Geographical bonds are not that important. There are no communities that have to be kept together. Just help make a lot
of competitive districts without making Spaghetti. Penne, Macaroni, even Ravioli are fine. NO Spaghetti! and thank you all
for your work.

Sincerely,

Mlchael Beer

2302 N Kenmore St Arlington, VA 22201-4327
michaelabeer@yahoo.com

Michael Beer <michaelabeer@everyactioncustom.com> Thu, Aug 12, 2021 at 3:15 PM
Reply-To: michaelabeer@yahoo.com
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Commissioner All Commissioners,

Thank you for serving on the very first Virginia Redistricting Commission. One of the most important jobs in this role is to
listen to public input and consider the needs of communities of interest across the Commonwealth. To that end, I'd like to
tell you a little about my community.

Our community has many teenagers who will vote in a few years. Please take them into consideration. Please draw maps
that will have numerical equality in terms of voters, not this year, but in the year 2026 half way through the decade. This
means that districts with many teens should be smaller by a few percentages (to start off this year), and communities
with old people should have slightly higher initial voter numbers. So the goal is to have roughly equal sized districts of
voters by 2026. This may advantage republicans slightly, but | think it is worth doing...even though | am a Democrat.

Sincerely,

Michael Beer

2302 N Kenmore St Arlington, VA 22201-4327
michaelabeer@yahoo.com


mailto:michaelabeer@yahoo.com
mailto:michaelabeer@yahoo.com
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Starting fresh

1 message

Jim Robertshaw <jim.robertshaw@cox.net> Thu, Aug 12, 2021 at 2:21 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

| think that the following website has some good descriptions of state-by-state methods as well as court decisions.

https://ballotpedia.org/State-by-state redistricting_procedures#Federal_requirements_for_state legislative_redistricting

Good luck
Jim Robertshaw
Jim.robertshaw@cox.net

Sent from my iPad


https://ballotpedia.org/State-by-state_redistricting_procedures#Federal_requirements_for_state_legislative_redistricting
mailto:Jim.robertshaw@cox.net
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Deliberate in Public & Start From Scratch, Please!
1 message

Peter Evans <riverswork@yahoo.com> Thu, Aug 12, 2021 at 1:01 PM
Reply-To: Peter Evans <phe@riverswork.com>
To: "varedist@dls.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

As an American and a recent resident in Virginia, I'm very proud of the mission
that you have responsibility for fulfilling! Hurray for our Virginia efforts to
stop partisan gerrymandering_ in this Commonwealth!

I grew up in Colorado, moved to Arlington in 2004 and thank you for bringing
your public redistricting hearings around the state. I was able to watch, but
not attend, your meeting in Fairfax Co and would like to add the following
comments for your record. If these comments seem obvious, please don't take
offense, because I appreciate how much you've already started a very strong
deliberative process.

I'm retired now, after many years working for and with many state and
interstate agencies that were led by citizen boards or commissions, and T want
to emphasize the value of the work you do in open, public sessions. With the
benefit of internet/virtual meetings, the powerful visibility of your
deliberations in public has increased substantially at a time when America needs
assurance that our government decisions are sound and not corrupt. Please, in
the short time that remains, strengthen our faith and confidence in the
democratic process by deliberating at the key junctures in public!

1. Start From Scratch -since the existing district maps are widely
considered fo have been tainted by gerrymandering, it only makes sense to
start fresh, without any priority given to preserving existing district
boundaries for any of the district maps the Commission will recommend.

2. Mapping Priorities, as Bill Millhouser suggested in your Fairfax County
meeting, should be clearly articulated and ranked by the Commission in public
session. Having the staff work and Commission deliberation in secret will
diminish the apparent integrity of the Commission's recommendations.

3. Single Mapping Consultant -it would be best if your selected sets of
lawyers could agree on a single mapping consultant to support the Commission
deliberation. This will help the Commissioners work together and avoid the
schism of partisan debate, and should save a considerable amount of time, as
well.



4. Recommended Maps should be presented to and discussed in public before
they get final sign-off from the Commission and are recommended to the
General Assembly. Again, having the staff work and Commission deliberation in
secret will diminish the integrity of the Commission recommendations.

Thank you for the opportunity to share my concerns and recommendations with
you. I look forward to hearing your responses and deliberation in future
meetings of the Commission.

Peter Evans
505 N lvy St, Arlington VA


https://www.google.com/maps/search/505+N+Ivy+St,+Arlington+VA?entry=gmail&source=g
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Please, don't start from existing maps
1 message

Lucia Anderson <leander17@comcast.net> Thu, Aug 12, 2021 at 12:55 PM
To: "mbabichenko@dls.virginia.gov" <mbabichenko@dls.virginia.gov>, "gharris@dls.virginia.gov" <gharris@dls.virginia.gov>,
"jabrenio@dls.virginia.gov" <jabrenio@dls.virginia.gov>, "jfeliciano@dls.virginia.gov" <jfeliciano@dls.virginia.gov>,
"rharrell@dIs.virginia.gov" <rharrell@dIs.virginia.gov>, "bhutchins@dls.virginia.gov" <bhutchins@dls.virginia.gov>,
"skumar@dls.virginia.gov" <skumar@dls.virginia.gov>, "vtrost-thornton@dls.virginia.gov" <vtrost-thornton@dls.virginia.gov>,
"delmsimon@house.virginia.gov" <delmsimon@house.virginia.gov>, "delransoneredistricting@house.virginia.gov"
<delransoneredistricting@house.virginia.gov>, "sdnewman7@gmail.com" <sdnewman7@gmail.com>,
"deldmcquinn@house.virginia.gov" <deldmcquinn@house.virginia.gov>, "redistricting@ryanmcdougle.com"
<redistricting@ryanmcdougle.com>, "district02@senate.virginia.gov" <district02@senate.virginia.gov>,
"senatorbarker@gmail.com" <senatorbarker@gmail.com>, "deladamsredistricting@house.virginia.gov"
<deladamsredistricting@house.virginia.gov>, "varedist@dls.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

Dear members of Virginia's 2021 redistricting commission:

Today is the day you get the population data from the Census Bureau that you have been waiting
for. Now you can get down to the business
of drawing fair election districts for Virginia voters.

| am sure that, with the 45-day deadline you have to complete the state maps, it will be tempting to
start with the current maps and just tweak them here and there. PLEASE DON'T.

This would be a huge mistake. The courts had to redo two sets of the current maps in order to fix
their racial gerrymandering. The court fixes are a temporary patch and are in no way ideal. Trying
to tweak these maps would be putting patches on patches.

Virginia's voters overwhelmingly endorsed a new way of drawing election districts with the
constitutional amendment that establishes your commission. The voters are expecting you to Do
Things Differently. Tweaking old maps is not Doing Things Differently. Such a course of action will
shake public confidence, both in the maps you draw and the whole commission process.

There are better ways to promote good government through fairer maps that will result in fairer
elections. There are two that spring to mind. The folks at Tufts University's Metric Geometry and
Gerrymandering Group could prepare computer-generated starter maps using an algorithim based
on your legally mandated criteria. Or, you could use the Princeton Gerrymandering Project's
fairness report process to pinpoint the biggest problems in the existing maps.

Either way, you'd get analysis from outside observers who have made fair redistricting their
business for years. Worth a shot, no?

Please don't let us down. We're counting on you to make our elections fair, to give every Virginia
voter an equal chance to affect the outcome of any election.

Lucia Anderson

16007 Laconia Circle
Woodbridge, Va. 22191
leander17@comcast.net


https://www.google.com/maps/search/16007+Laconia+Circle+%0D%0A+++%0D%0A+++%0D%0A++++Woodbridge,+Va.+22191?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/16007+Laconia+Circle+%0D%0A+++%0D%0A+++%0D%0A++++Woodbridge,+Va.+22191?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:leander17@comcast.net
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Starting fresh

1 message

Patty May <pattymmay@gmail.com> Thu, Aug 12, 2021 at 12:35 PM
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Please do not use the current district map. When you have the bad visual in front of you | fear it will imprint on your mind
and make it very hard to think creative and “ outside the box”! Thank you in advance for your work on this important
matter !

Patty May ( 5th district)

Sent from my iPhone
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Redistricting

1 message

George Loper <gloper@gmail.com> Thu, Aug 12, 2021 at 11:41 AM
Reply-To: george@loper.org

To: VaRedist@dls.virginia.gov

Cc: George Loper <gloper@gmail.com>

I am writing to strongly encourage this commission to base redistricting on existing planning districts. | am likewise
opposed to basing redistricting on existing seats.

Our state has been gerrymandered enough! Within my own area, state districts range from over the mountains and then
eastward toward Richmond (4th), as well as from nearly the top of the state to the bottom (5th).

Please do your job and redistrict in a manner that represents communities of citizens instead of politically divided
interests of existing domains.

George Loper
Charlottesville
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Let me tell you about my community
1 message

Donald and Akice Gross <aliceanddon@everyactioncustom.com> Thu, Aug 12, 2021 at 11:04 AM
Reply-To: aliceanddon@gmail.com
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Commissioner All Commissioners,

Thank you for serving on the very first Virginia Redistricting Commission. One of the most important jobs in this role is to
listen to public input and consider the needs of communities of interest across the Commonwealth. To that end, I'd like to
tell you a little about my community.

What does the Redistricting Commission need to know about your community? The fifth congressional district as now
configured is a prime example of gerrymandering. It is by no means compact and definitely needs to be redrawn to
include Charlottesville and as much as surrounding Albemarle County as possible.

Sincerely,

Alice and Donald Gross
2600 Barracks Rd., Apt 220
Charlottesville (Albemarle Coungy0

Sincerely,

Donald and Akice Gross

2600 Barracks Rd Charlottesville, VA 22901-2121
aliceanddon@gmail.com


mailto:aliceanddon@gmail.com
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Starting fresh

1 message

mdmlkm73@verizon.net <mdmlkm73@verizon.net> Thu, Aug 12, 2021 at 11:04 AM
Reply-To: mdmlkm73@verizon.net
To: "varedist@dls.virginia.gov" <varedist@dIs.virginia.gov>

Dear Members of the Redistricting Commission:

You have a big job and Virginians are counting on you to infuse confidence in the maps created by this new process.
Please don't start from existing maps--start fresh!

Thank you,
Lynne McCay
Stafford, Virginia
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Fw: Virginia voters are expecting completely new district maps
1 message

Pete Costigan <ph.costigan@hotmail.com> Thu, Aug 12, 2021 at 9:48 AM
To: "mbabichenko@dls.virginia.gov" <mbabichenko@dls.virginia.gov>, "gharris@dls.virginia.gov" <gharris@dls.virginia.gov>,
"jabrenio@dls.virginia.gov" <jabrenio@dls.virginia.gov>, "jfeliciano@dls.virginia.gov" <jfeliciano@dls.virginia.gov>,
"rharrell@dIs.virginia.gov" <rharrell@dIs.virginia.gov>, "bhutchins@dls.virginia.gov" <bhutchins@dls.virginia.gov>,
"skumar@dls.virginia.gov" <skumar@dls.virginia.gov>, "vtrost-thornton@dls.virginia.gov" <vtrost-thornton@dls.virginia.gov>,
"delmsimon@house.virginia.gov" <delmsimon@house.virginia.gov>, "delransoneredistricting@house.virginia.gov"
<delransoneredistricting@house.virginia.gov>, "sdnewman7@gmail.com" <sdnewman7@gmail.com>,
"deldmcquinn@house.virginia.gov" <deldmcquinn@house.virginia.gov>, "redistricting@ryanmcdougle.com"
<redistricting@ryanmcdougle.com>, "district02@senate.virginia.gov" <district02@senate.virginia.gov>,
"senatorbarker@gmail.com" <senatorbarker@gmail.com>, "deladamsredistricting@house.virginia.gov"
<deladamsredistricting@house.virginia.gov>

Cc: "varedist@dls.virginia.gov" <varedist@dls.virginia.gov>

Dear Commissioners:

The possibility of using existing district maps as a starting point for drawing new maps was
introduced at your August 3rd meeting. My understanding is that the Commission will vote on that
possibility at its August 16th meeting.

Given the daunting and time constrained map-drawing task you face, | fully understand the
temptation to use existing maps as a starting point. However, | urge you to resist that temptation in
favor of another option.

In the four most recent elections, | advocated at the polls for the passage of an amendment
creating the Commission on which you now serve. Having spoken several hundred voters in both
progressive and more conservative districts who have long supported redistricting reform, | was
gratified but not surprised when in Nov. 2020, 67% of Virginians voted for the amendment.

Attached is one of the handouts | distributed during those conversations with voters. It shows the
boundaries of two blatantly gerrymandered districts: one drawn by Democrats for a senator's seat
and other drawn by Republicans for a house delegate's seat. While neither of these gerrymanders
were anomalies, both gave voters more than sufficient proof to conclude that Virginia must scrape
entirely all past map drawing methods in favor of one that produces more competitive and
representative. Responsibility for implementing that new method is now in your hands.

An alternative to starting with existing maps is starting with computer generated maps using an
algorithm based on the legally mandated criteria that each district must meet. | believe the
Commission is aware of the work of Moon Duchin of the Metric Geometry and Gerrymandering
Group at Tufts. She has the expertise and experience to quickly and easily create such maps that
then could be used as starting maps.

After having "zoomed in" on ten of the Commission's meetings, a few Sub-commission meetings,
the Richmond-based public hearing and having read much of the content posted to the redistricting
website maintained by DLS, | have developed high respect and appreciation for your efforts. |
suspect that the 45 days allotted to produce the maps could be stressful for you all. However, |
can't see how starting with existing maps when alternatives are available will reduce that stress. |



do see how it might disappoint the many Virginia voters who have pushed for redistricting reform
for so long. Thanks for all you do.

Pete Costigan,
Ruckersville, Va.

ﬂ Rack Card front.pdf
450K


https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0zgwSluEcfQlEJBRmFOOdD3NMN-NJ4WUxwH1iOY3Z9skqRw/u/0?ui=2&ik=91c2b2cca8&view=att&th=17b3a9f39b106082&attid=0.1&disp=attd&safe=1&zw

ONLLOIHLSIOY HIv4 404 SNYINIDEIA  *SN UI0f “SUBRIdINI|od 10U ‘Sl 01 3uojaq pnoys S1a1I1SIP asay) analjaq

LCOCVINIDHININD

aNnoyv AvmM 43110 3H1

8Q pinoys

. JoAY-S3Lupy CL-GH  [6-0S e
5 @ W]ﬂclﬁodv

ww ¥ N

£ uopequing
D

Sesseuepy
4@ ®

\
pleybunds \ mém
[ 560

i uoyld
e Jed sesseuepy

oamm

- OR) \ ©9) +f :: lIng
V . ) / L\i
@9 S9 —,
¢ ) (e2)
= N@x &%
| xepied

-/ | @ 2 N

(1) & ) (

[ - @\
5| @ O\ o
Od = >__;cmpﬁ\ .\ uipy

“““ S - a Jauio) s99 'Q / A

I'H V_mo

mm_m;o> m__m__.; xu_n_ z<o SNYIQILITOd =usme



o il
il |11} VA Redistricting <varedist@dls.virginia.gov>
LEGISLATIVE MAIL

Let me tell you about my community
1 message

William May <wmay17673@everyactioncustom.com> Thu, Aug 12, 2021 at 9:06 AM
Reply-To: wmay17673@gmail.com
To: varedist@dls.virginia.gov

Dear Commissioner All Commissioners,

Thank you for serving on the very first Virginia Redistricting Commission. On